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ABSTRACT. 

This ýthesi's,, is, ýa-,. ýcomparative, ý, studyý in, -a-, type ofýýtowný"--. "'Ir 

'it two',, factors4. are of ýý out standing _ý impo rtahc e 1% theýdistribution 

of, ýnon-resort populatiohý7and, -the-l presence or-absence of-,, unified 

vrThe first,. factor,, largely landý-ownership-, and! developm6nt',, 

account s,,. for' the'di s tributibn, ý and size, of., -resorts ý-and,; the-l', 

relhtive. -ilaportance-- of,,. (a)ý, theý. residential and holidayýresort 

Thd,. second functionsl-. 'andý-., (b)-period-, and day,. visitors-*, 

factor-, accounts, for.,, 'thei-, survivalnofe,. thoý, majority of-, 1select, 

resorts-, -ý, ande for their, form7and-ýýland-ifse-, pattern, t', Nineteenth, 

century. ý, town plamingýisýprobabl7ý-be. stlt, -reprL-sented: -in 
the 

seaside---xesorts. 

The c6mmercial core of resorts is characteristically 

located immediately behind the 'frontal strip'. Its preciSO' 

form and location has been greatly influenced by the pre- 

resort road and settlement pattern, and by the site of the 

railway station. 

Several resorts possess a better/poorer side structure 

which is reflected in their residential and accommodation 

patterns and in the form and functional differentiation of 

the core. 

Distinctive growth features are (a) separate estate 

development along the coast, (b) linear development along 

the coast, and (c) a common looseness of form up to 1850. ' 

The pre-resort settlement pattern and topography. have greatlYj', 

influenced the shape of resorts. 

Continued ov erl eaf 
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I 
In the analysis of accom. i,,. iodatior natterns, a funderental 

distinction rust be made between eerly villes ano terraces 

that were not necessarily tied to the sea frcnt and later 

hotels and boarding houses that i,. rere. Fqtate boundaries 

often form significant divides in the acconnodption pattern. 

Fost office statistics are used to show the size --ind 

rhythm of the holiday seasor, also the varyinF relative 

importance of the holiday and residential resort functions. 

The resort is characterized by its Front. In this respeett 

the presence or absence of frontal trading is highly 

significant. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The conception of this thesis dates. from September, 19559 

when the author was shown the draft of a paper being 

prepared for the Transactions of the Institute of British 
(1) 

Geographers* This paper stressed the need for 

comparative typological studies in urban geography, and made 

particular reference to the suitability of seaside resorts 

for such studies* 

In spite of the acceptanee of town types and the frequent 

references to them, no. important comparative typological 

studies had been made when the above paper was published* 

True there were several detailed studies of towns of various, 

types, but can it be assumed that one town is representative 

of its type, or that the factors governing its growth and 

functional differentiationg applicable in one came, are 

applicable in all, Only by comparative typological studies 

can a truly balanced knowledge of urban geography be 

acquired. Such studies, moreover, should provide an 

excellent framework within which individual town studies can 

be made* 

The choice of the seaside resort as the town type to be 

(1) A. E. Smailes: 'Some reflections on the Geographical 
Descriptim and Analysis of Townscapeslo Transactions 
and Papers, 19551 No. 21, log, *A- 
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, studied was due to several reasons. First, little attention 

had been paid to these towns by geographers, Possibly, 

this was because many resorts cannot boast a medieval urban 

pedigree, and thus were regarded as urban upstarts* Possibly, 

there was an understandable tendency to regard the resorts 

as 'too shallow' to merit special study, Admittedly, when 

compared with the industrial town for instance, the resort? 

with its apparently simple combination of shopping and 

residential/accommodation areaq does appear to be 

functionally anaemic. Both seaside resort and inland spa 

have receivdd much attention from the social historian, 

however, maikly because of their fashionable status in the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. A second reason for the 

choice of seaside resort is its distinctiveness which, 

sometimes amounting to uniqueness, is found in its mode of 

growth2 functional base, land-use pattern2 regional relations 

and2 above all, in the seasonal pattern of resort life, 

As most coastal settlements have some resort functiont and 

as there is no feature which indicates the attainment of 

resort status, the selection of resorts to be studied was 

somewhat arbitary, A population of four thousand was used 

as a-rough and ready dividing line, however* This includes 

all the well-known resorts, but excludes a large number of 

resorts ranging from hamlets to small towns. 'fhe 

study of this latter group might be undertaken in a later 

research project, 

, Altogether, nearly eighty resorts were visited in a per-- 



of continuous fieldwork which lasted thirteen months. The 

length of stay in e, -. ch resort usually ranged from three to 

ten days, but for the resort facets of industrial towns this 

was restricted to one day* Work in each resort consisted 

of two parts, firstq 'inside work' - interviews with town 

officials and visits to various offices - and second, 'outside 

work' - personal observation and the plotting of information 

while touring the streets. In large resorts) a motor- 

bicycle was used to great advantage in this outside work, 

The sJze and nature of this thesis incurred may difficulties 
16, 

the greatest of vhich was simply lack of time. Those 

aspects of resort geography which involve considerable 

amounts ofýroutine 'paper work', for example changing resort 

character and the influence of the railway as indicated by 

old newspaper reports, and the spheres of influence of resorts 

as service centres2 were hardly, if at a112 considered. 
ýecause of the pressure of timeg about half the resorts had 

to be visited in the 'off-season'2 and2 although this was 

less disadvantageous than might be thought, obviously the 

character of a resort can be truly appreciated only when it is 

functioning as such, Much difficulty was also found in 

the checking and supplementing of information* If only one 

town is being studied, points that require checking can be 

saved-up for a return visit. When nearly eighty towns are 

being studied, this is not Dossible, 

The importance of the seaside resorts requires no 

emphasis. Of the twenty-five million people in Great 
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Britain who take a 'period holiday', some sixteen million 

go to the seaside resorts, a reminder of the leading role 

these towns play in the holida-,, 7 industry. Several resortsq 

by size aloneq demand the geographer's respect. Four have 

a population of over one hundred thousand2 while several 

have a population of between fifty and one hundred thousand* 

More significant than size, however7 is the remarkable 

manner in which the resorts are tightly woven into the urban 

net. 

This thesis is offered as a pioneer work in urban 

typological studies. For this reason, its scope has been 

made as wide as possible. Tnevitably, many 'loose threads' 

occur, but it is hoped thaýt by indicating their occurrenceg 

further researches of a more specialised nature will be 

provoked. 
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CHAPTER-ONE: 

HISTORICAL ASPECTS. 

The origins of the seabathing movement, the relationships 

between inland spa and seaside watering place, the importance 

of royal patronage, the social life of the early resorts - 

these and other related aspects of resort development have been 
(1) 

studied in detail by several writers. The purpose of this 

chapterg therefore, is to supplement the work of these writers 

by considering the more neglected aspects of early resort 

development. As these aspects are quite distinct9 the chapter, 

inevitably, is fragmentary. 

Resort Development and-the Revival of Old Maritime Towns. 

The present resort towns are of diverse origin. Some are 

growths about a pre-resort settlement - town, village, hamlet; 

others were fashioned on sandy wastes originally devoid of 

settlement. 
In several instances, the grafting on to an old maritime tovn 

of the new resort function revived a stagnant2 sometimes decaying,, 

town. The cause of stagnation or decay varied: - coastal erosion, ] 

the development of other harbours, the silting of harbours, the 

(I) R. Lennard. "Englishmen at'Rest and Play. Some Phase of 
English Leisure, 1558-1714. " (1931) 
H. G. Stokes. "The Very First History of the English Seaside". 
(1547) 
C. A. 'Marsdon. "The English at the Seaside. " (1947) 
J. A. R. Pimlott. "The Englishnants Holiday" (1547) 
R. Manning#ww Sanders. Seaside England. " (1951) 
E. W. Gilbert. "Brighton, Old Ocean's Bauble. " (1950 
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increasing size of ships, and the associated concentration of 

fishing activities into fewer and larger ports. Old maritime 

towns "rescued" by resort development include Brighton (1750)t 

Margate (1760)t Weymouth (1780), Tenby (1800), Deal (1830)t 

Folkestone and Whitby (1840), St. Ives and Newquay 
(1) 

(1880) - 

the dates refer to the approximate time of rescue. 

The diminishing fortunes of old Brighton and Margate are 

fully dealt with in ofther works. The decline of Weymouth 

would appear to date from Elizabethan times, much of this being 

due to the transference of Weymouth trade to Poole. A guide 

book of 1803 states that Weymouth is "rivalled by Poole now as 

a port, and depends more on the company resorting to it than any 

commercial pursuits. " Strangely enough, Weymouth was to revive 

her strong maritime associations when, in the latter part of the 

nineteenth centuryt neighbouring Portland was chosen as a now 

naval base, in preference to Torquay, an old established naval 

base. Today, many people living in Weymouth work at Portlandq 

and some of the houses built in Weymouth since the war have been 

built by the Admiralty to house these workers, 

The rescue of Tenby is also referred to in an early guide 

book (1812): "Tenby has become a poor neglected fishing town. 

Its attractiong however, as a delightful residence has rescued 

(I) A village rather than town. 
(2) H. C. Brookfield. "A Regional Study-of Urban Development in 

Coastal Sussex. " Ph. D. Thesis, 1950. (Geography) 
W. H. W. Morgan. " Tile Development of Settlemeut on the Isle 
of Thanet in its Geographical Setting, with Special Referer-_.::, 
to the Grovth of the Holiday Industry. " M. Sc. Thesis, lg, l, "--- 
(Economics). 
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it from oblivion". 

During the Napoleonic Wars, Deal pr 
*ered through its naval 0 
IP 

and military activities. After the war, however, these maritime 

activities declined, naval fleets no longer anchored in the 

adJacent 'Downs', and sailors no longer thronged the streets. 

Fortunately, from the 1830's onwards, Deal steadily grew in 

importance as a resort - due in no small measure to the efforts 

of its citizens. 

Later rescues were often closely related to the coming--of"a 

railway which stimulated resort, and sometimes harbour, 

development. Perhaps the finest example of this is Folkestone* 

Although this resort was advertising sea bathing in the Kentish 

Gazette in 1795, it was another fifty years before there was any 

significant town expansion. Meantime, maritime activities 

deterioratedg and it was not until the coming of the railway 

(and with it the setting up of a ferry service to Boulogne from 

an improved harbour, and the first important resort expansion) 

that the town again began to prosper. This change is commented 

upon in an "Illustrated Handbook to Folkestone" (1848). 

Referring to the town in 1840, it talks of a decayed fishing 

town, with poor fishermen's houses and choked harbour. But 

then "the wand of the railway wizard was waived over it, and 

Folkestone has been resuscitated - the harbour has been rendered 

commodious; detached villas, terraces, streetsq pavilionsq 

hotels and inns have already sprung up, and are still springing 

up in every direction". 
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During the early decades of the nineteenth century, St, Ives 

was at the height, of its prosperity, both as a port, especially 

for the handling of tin ore and pilchards, and as a fishing 

station - it was in fact the premier seine fishing port in 

- Cornwall. But by 1850, the town was on the decline, for tin 

was now being imported from the colonies, and. the pilchard 

shoals no longer came. In 1887, however, the railway came to 

St, Ives, and encouraged a resort development that still 

continues. 

Newquay has a similar history, though here the decline 

occurred rather later. In the early nineteenth century this 

straggling village became a seine station, and , for a brief 

period after the middle of the century, shared with Fowey in 

the china-clay trade. Photographs from 1870 to 1900 show the 

harbour packed with schooners, but during this period both tra 

- for Fowey was taking more and more of the china-clay trade - 

and fishing were declining. Fortunately, resort development 

began in the 1870's, facilitated by the coming of the railway. 

Today the harbour at Newquay shelters only holiday craft, its 

south Pier is used as a car park, and its sandy base serves as 

an extra beach at low tide - as does that of St. Ives. The 

huer's hut still stands covered with the pencilled names of 

visitors, but of the thirteen original "fly cellars" - where 

the pilchards were processed - only one survives, as a public 

shelter. 

A "look-out" for the sighting of pilchard shoals. 
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In some maritime towns, the development of resort activities 

co-incided with the continued development of the maritime 

activities, for example, in Ilfracombe, Herne Bay, Lowestoft, 
Yarmouth and Ramsgate. In Herne Bay, some of the bow-fronted 

- stucco houses were no doubt resided in by boat owners and 

merchants as well as visitors; similarly the Regency and Early 

Victorian terraces of Ilfracombe. Nevert4ess, there wad always 

a tendency for the growth of resort activities to affect maritime 

activities adversely whether these were declining or not. 

Early References to Sea Bathing. 

The first references to sea bathing for any resort are always 

of interest, even though they may be of no significance in the , 
development of that resort. Below is a list of such references, 
which, though not complete, gives these references of particular 
interest because of their early date, either in an absolute 

sense or relative to the first important resort expansion. 

In most cases, the evidence is in literary form, early guide 
books, letters etc. For Southend and Felixstoweq howeverp it 

takes the form of two terraces, Pleasant Row And St. Georges 

Terrace respectively, whose building was probably related to 

resort activities. The evidence for Tenby is similarly 

indirect, for it comes from a tablet in the parish church of 
St. Mary's which is dedicated to "Peggy Daviest a bathing woman 

for forty-two years, who died in 1809". - Certainly in 1781, the 

town corporation granted a lease to a JT. John for the purpose fý 

converting a disused chapel into baths. 
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Bootle. 1721. F. A. Bailey, "History of Southport", 
1955. 

Scarborough. 1735. Engraving by J. Settrinton showing 
bathing machine and bathers. 

Brighton. 1736. Letter written by a William Clarke. 
Quoted by E. W. Gilbert in "Brighton, 
Old Ocean's Bauble". 

Weymouth. 1748. The note books of Bowles Barrett, a 
local historian. 3rd September, 1748. 
"Ordered that a lease for twenty-one 
years be granted to Richard Prowse of 
a room ....... to be used as a bathing 
house". 

Blackpool. 1750. Dr. Granville (1841) refers to a 
boarding house being built here in 
1750. 

Cullercoats. 1751. "Historical Notes on Cullerc&ats, 
Whitley and Monkseaton", W. Weaver 
Tomlinson, 1893: Quotes from a letter, 
probably written in 1751, by Rhoda 
Delaval: "Tinmouth and Cullercoats 
are much in fashion; not a room empty. 
My Lady Ravensworth and mV Lady Claver- 
ing were a month at Culletcoats bath- 
ing". 

Gt. Yarmouth. 1759. Bath House erected in 1759. 

Deal. lg60. W. P. D. Stebbing "The Invaders Shore"* 
(1 30) Quotes from the writings of Blizabetli 

Carter: Mrs. Honeywood's "looks were 
much mended by a fortnights stay, and 
probably would have been more so if 
our stormy shore would have suffered 
her to bathe oftener in the sea". 

Hastings. 1768. J. Mainwaring Baines nHistoric 
Hastings". Refers to plan to convert 
stables into an Assembly Room by a 
"Set of Gentlemen who have entered 
into subscription to make Hastings a 
Dathing Place", 

1771. Advert in the Sussex Weekly Advertizer 
that an inn has been fitted up at 
Hastings for those coming to bathe. 



7 

Tenby. 1767. Tablet in parish church. See text. 

Southend. 1767. Building of Pleasant Row. See text. 

Lowestoft. 1768. Handbook of Lowestoft. 1859 Refers 
to bathing machines here in i768. 

Whitstable. 1768. Advert in the Kentish Gazette refers to 
bathing machines and to good accomoda- 1 he Bear and Key. tion offered at 

Herne Bay. 1771. Advert in Kentish Gazette refferring to 
a bathing machine. 

Littlehampton. 1778. "A Diary kept in an excursion to 
Littlehampton". 

Cleethorpes! lg9l. In "The Story of Cleethorpes" Baker 
U 1+0) refers to statement of John Byng: "we 

came to Cleathorpes Inn a bathing place 
of a better complexion 

than the two 
others". (One of which was certainly 
Skegness). 

Porthcawl. * 1804. Rev. Evans "Tour of South Wales" 1804. 
(1870) "we, deseended to the small village of 

Newton lately exalted into the rank of 
a watering place". 

Barry IslanC *181J. The Cambrian Travellers Guide, 1813. 
0) (c. 19 Refers to a "farmhouse fitted up with 

lodgings for those desirous of a retired 
situation for sea bathing"* 

Bexhill. 41' 1813 5 Advert in the "Star" states that people (1870 occasionally go to Bexhill for sea 
bathing. Quoted by M. C. Pilkington in 
"Bexhill A Study in the Growth of a 

" S l 
. 1952. easide own 

Morecombeew' 1821. Advert in Lancaster Gazette "Sea bathing 
(1860) to let Morecombe cottage at Poulton Le 

Sands". Quoted by R. Millward in "The 
Making of the English Lanscape. Lanca- 
shire. " 

Heys1ham. 1826. Baines'"Directory of Lancashire". 1826. 

Felixstowe. * 1827. Building of St, Geoges Terrace. See 
(1860) text. A 
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This list shows the widespread nature of sea bathing in the 

eighteenth century. It also shows the time lag that occurred 

in several resorts between the first reference to sea-bathing 

and resort development; these resorts are marked with an 

asterisk, and the date of resort development put in brackets. 

Changes in the Relative Importance of Resorts. 

In that the history of the seaside resort spans two eventful 
centuries, it is not surprising that many changes have occurred 

in the relative importance of resorts. This is seen in a 

brief survey of the resorts at the beginning of the nineteenth 

century. 

At this time Blackpool was the most important resort of the 

Lancashire coastp Scarborough the most important on the Yorkshire 

coast and Brighton the most important on the South coast. In 

North Wales, howevert Bangor, Beaumaris and Abergele rulelof 

su, rpreme, while Llandudno, Colwyn Bay and Rhyl were unknown to 

the visitor. In South Walesq Swansea probablY took first 

place over Tenby as leading resort. West Cowes was the most 

important resort in the I. sle of Wight, and from it people made 

excursions to the isolated "Villakin" of John Wilkins at Sandown I 

Heath, and to the desolate chins at Shanklin - just as from 

Mudiford, across the Solent, visitors made excursions to the 

desolate chines of Bournemouth Heath. In South Kent, Folkest 

had sea bathing facilities, but the visitor was more likely to 

stay at Sandgate, or even Dover. Along the coast of Ljncolný, - 
I 
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shire, Cleethorpes was the most important resorts while Tyne- 

mouth was by far the most important resort on the east eoast 

north of Scarborough. In Devon no one resort was dominant. 

Instead, a host of small watering-places, all of similar rank, 

were known to the fashionable world - Sidmouth, Lyme Regis, 

Budleigh Salterton, Exmouth, Teignmouth, Dawlish, and Charmouth. 

Torquay and Paignton, however, were virtually unknown. 

In the study of resorts, whose status relative to other 

resorts has undergone drastic change, it is convenient to 

distinguish three types: 

(a) Dead resorts - where the resort function has either dis- 

appeared or migrated. 

(b) Resorts originally ranking high, but which have been 

"left behind" as other resorts have grown. 
(c) Resorts originally ranking high, but in which the resort 

function is now subsidiary to another. 

The most important dead resorts are Gravesend,, Bootle, 

Swansea and Southampton. In the last three, commercial 

development - railway yards at Southamptont docks at Bootle 

and industries at Swansea - forced out the resort function. 

At Gravesend, the process was less drastic though no less 

certain. To begin with, Gravesend was not by the seaside. 
Secondly, the great advantage of being easily accessible, by 

boatq to the people of East London was lost when Southend was 

For the first half of the nineteenth century Gravesend w 
more popular - in every'sepse - than Southend. 
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connected by rail to London. It is interesting to note that 

both Gravesend and Southend, at one time fashionable, became 

"low" - an understandable fate of a resort adjacent to the east I 

side of London and lacking any form of estate or corporate 

control. 
For Swansea and Bootle, it might be argued that commercial 

development caused the displacement rather than the disappear- 

ance of the resort area. In 1800, sea bathing activities at 

Swansea were located at the town itself. Later guide books, 

however, reveal the decline of the resort function at the 

expense of the growing industrial function, and the increasing 

importance of the adjacent Mumbles as the resort area. At 

Bootle, the docks, in their northward march, trampled upon the 

old-established resort area which, in 1799, had been referred 

to as a" enteel company resort for sea bathing in the summer 
(if 

season". Today resort activities are found in dispersed 

fashion to the north and south of Liverpool's commercial and 

industrial area, at Crosby and Formby to the north, and at 

Kew Brighton, West Kirby and Hoylake to the south. Of theset 

only New Brighton can be regarded as a resort; the others are 

essentially recreation grounds by the sea. 

In similar, though less striking, manner, the development 

of the old-established watering-place of Harwich as a port has 

caused the southward migration of its'former resort activities 

(1) Moss's Liverpool Guide, 1799. 
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to the modern residential suburb of Dovercourt. 

Other watering-places were trampled upon by commercial 

develoment. In 1808, Seaham, Go. Durham, was described as a 

"small bathing hamlet". Just twenty years later, the 

foundation stone of the harbour was laid and Seaham began its 

growth as a great port and industrial town. No doubt, many 

similar examples could be found. 

Prominent among the resorts "left behind" are those of the 

south west - Lyme Regis, Charmouth, Budleigh Salterton, Dawlis 

Appledore, and Instow. Others are Barmouth Towyn and Beaumaris 

in Wales, and Aldburgh and Southwold in East Anglia. 
I 

Most of 

these resorts have expanded, but Dn, nothing like the scale 

found in other. resorts closer to the major cores of non-resort 

population. All, however, receive far more visitors than 

ever in the past. 

Lastly, the old-established resorts where the importance of 

the resort functions relative to the other functions has 

decreased. These include-Tynemouth, Lymington, Cowes, Fowey, 

and Dover. 

, 
Resorts and the Military. 

The Napoleonic Wars were undoubtedly significant in the 

development of English watering-places. First, the English 

nobility were unable to reach the continental spas during this 

period, and the expansion of English spas and seaside watering 

A Mrs. Smith "Memoirs of a Highland Lady"s 



12 

places was thereby stimulated. Second, the establishment of 

garrisons along the South coast and Thames estuary, where 

invasion was feared, greatly stimulated the social life of some 

watering-places and brought to them added trade, not only from 

the troops but also from vives and friends who visited the 

camps. This in turn meant that these resorts became more 

widely known. Some twelve thousand troops - under the command 

of the Duke of Wellington - were stationed outside Hastings 

and a guide book states how "These large camps had the effect 

of drawing numerous visitors to Hastings". A couple of miles 

to the west, another garrison was stationed at Bexhill, but 

this had little effect as the development of Bexhill had not 

yet begun. At Eastbourne, however, the social life of this 

embryo resort was greatly enlivened by the presence of the 

military, though the focus of this life was the Lamb Inn of the 

inland "town". *Farther east, the growth of Sandgate (founded 

in 1773) accelerated with the establishment, in 1794, of an 

army camp at Shorneliffe immediately north of the town -a camp 

which, from that time to this, has benefited both Sandgate and 

Folkestone. At Herne Bay, a small garrison was established on 

the "Downs" immediately east of the "town", and this did much to 

publicise the presence of this small watering-place, though it 

was not until 1830 that a significant attempt was made to 

develop the resort. 

Settlements adjacent to naval anchorages also benefited from 
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the stimulus of the Wars,, for example Deal and Torquay (or, as 

it was known then. Tor Key). In the latter resort, this 

stimulus was provided in a most extraordinary manner. For 

in 1815, H. M. S. Bellerophon, with the captive Napoleon Bonaparte ý 

aboard, anchored in Tor Bay. Immediately, visitors were 

thronging to the area and hiring rowing boats in the hope of 

seeing the "Ogre" pacing the deck of his prison. Few could 

have returned home unimpressed by the unique beauty of Torbayt 

or by the equability of its climate. 

The third possible effect of the war, for which there is 

less evidence than for the other two described above, was the 

driving away of some visitors from the South East coast, where 

fear of invasion was greatest, to the South West coast. 

Certainly$ numerous small villages in South Devon became 

fashionable towards the end of the eighteenth century, which 

suggests but does not prove that this factor was operative. 

This impact of military and naval bases on resort development 

naturally did not c. ease in 1815 and in some resorts it is still 

of considerable, importance. Southsea greatly benefits from the 

great concentration of soldiers and sailors in and about 

Portsmouth, and the additional trade derived from this source 

during the winter months is of particular importance. Other 

military resorts', such as Weymouth (with the naval base at 

Portland), Sheringham (the army camp at Weybourne) and Folkestone 

(the army camp at Shorncliffe) have the same advantage. The 
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establishment in post-war years of American army and airforce 

bases in East Anglia and Kent has also had a considerable 

effect upon adjacent resorts, either through the Americans 

living in the resorts with their familiesq as at Cromer and 

Hunstanton, or through the increased trade they bring as 

frequent visitors, as at Margate and Ramsgate. 
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CHAP'7ER T40: 

RE30RT 'G-111CITH. 

In this chapter the physical growth of resorts is 

considered, b6th in its areal and tem-oral aspects. Special 

attention is ppid to the ways in wi'iich t1lis- P., rowth differs 

from thý-t of non-resort tovms. 

Before examining the various forms of areal Frowth, two 

warrings are necessary. First, any one town is likely to 

experience different forms of growth at different times; it 

is rarely possible to characterise by a single word or phrase 

the overall growth of that town. Second, the determined form 

of growth will often depend upon the scale used. For instance 

by using broad7 eg. 50 year, time intervals for Prowth map 

construction7 concentric growth can be Proved for almost any 
town. On the other hand, the use of smaller time intervals 

will often reveal many complexities in growth, eg. "infilling" 

and "outliers". The time-scale chosen should be conditioned 

by the purpose of the map. If it is intended to relate the 

development of shopping ---nd business activities to the form of 

growth a reasonably broad scale should suffice. if, 

however, the map is intended to be of significance in townscapej 

analysis, a smaller time interval is necessary Ps the details 

of infill and outlier development which it reveals often 

correspond with differences in building form and materials 
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(and sometimes 1pnd-use). 

Many of the pYncinles of urýrn Feogriphy follow from the 

concept of concentric growth, and the following study of resort 

growth is set against the backcioth of this concept. In this 

my the distinctiveness of sore resort growth is best 

apprecirted. 

As concentric grovth 0 town expansfon up to TqI8 is 

accepteO apparently without re, -son, it is perhaps useful to 

consider why towns shoulý, grow in tnis fashion. The first 

re, q. son is one off common sense -a toiým must exT,, and outwards, 

and there must be a certain compactness for this growth to be 

recognised as urban expansion. Secondly, by tacking on new 

building estates, or odd terrace blocks, to the pre-existing 

town area; the cost of road, water, gas, : -nd drainage and 

sewerage provision is greatly re, -3uced - and it rmst be 
(I) 

remembered that town building after 1750 is for profit. 

Thirdly7 before the coming of trams, buses qnd cars, the most 

desirable building land would be that nc-arest the town centre, 

ie. irmediately adjacent to the then built-up areA- other 

factors being equal, 

It is not liossible to classify the resorts according to 

their Tnode of growth as the subject is too large for the scope 

of this thesis. It is possible, however, to high-light 

certain growth features co-mon to many resorts) some of which 

This date w.? s chosen simply so that all resort growth 
might be included. 

-1 
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distinguish these re! 7orts fro-l tol. ý, Ms. Thnse features 

"rea: 

(a) the eyn-nsilor of - resort by tl? c rvl.. Ation of 7, co. --Ftal area' 

of buildin-, often rýn, est, -tp, VcýJ. ch i! 7 nhysically se-,, rat(, from 

the main resort aren, 

(b), the ir-fluence of inlcn(ý -r, re-rcsort s(--ttlerents, 

(c) the tcn(len(-3r towards frontal (-. -rolrth, 

(d) -lushroomincý and urban fragmentation. 

Tn several resorts, P, !, -rp,, e -re, --) o-F* town bujininr fronting 

the sea was initi-ITy conpletely inde-pendert of tl-, e, mnin resort 

area7 -. Tid in sorme cpses still reTrpins so. Occcasi-onally the 

separqtion was ryaused by' the intervering 1-nd beim7 unfit for 

building: ir. other cp-. Ps, however, the separation is to be 

ex, )Iained si-mply in terms of estite 6eve. 1--o-, -ment and land- 

ownership. 

T'hi!!; form of develo-prent is co--, -. -,. on for two re-tsons: (a) 

separation from the main to-n nrea need nct c-iv. se much 

ýýddition-l cost in the lq. -. inr out of a Ciriinz-ge and sewerage 

systen as the independent are, -,, 3i'--e the 1, -, jn area, can h, -ave a 

direct discharge into the sea, -rd (b) by avoiding the main 

krea, the builder can ex-. r2oit frontq-3. and near-frontal amenity .J 
without paying the high price that fronta! land r). 61jacent to the, 

main built-up area would comr-nd. It shoul-d also be 

rerne-bered that such irdependent develonrent would often consis 

of good or high-class houses which could stand any additional' 

costs incurred in the provision of essential services. 
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I j, 'ost of these inderen(9ent resort areas were estate 

developrients with no pre-e-istim-7 nucl. eus. T. ossibly the 

finest ex,? -r. qple of this is 1, raip Y Don, 1,1-ndudnoý an 

unfortun, ite result of dual land-ownershi-p. Cther ey,,, rýp! es 

, are NIPw Sirýnap-e (Wna, -e), Thorne, Pay (. -, outbend7 71P. L2) 

sep, -ýr-ated from the rnin toirr- rren 'hy roor'7, - Ir, ýirpd 1, -nd, 

Goodrington m(! Broadsands (Paignton), East Pentire (Newquay) 

- separated by a golf course - and Carbis Bay (St. Ives) 

deterr, ined by' the loc,? tton of a sandy T)r), y. 

Occasionally, the independent expansion. was about an old 

village nucleus on or near the shore, as at Bare (Morecambe, 

. 

J, 

Fig. 42), Old Colwyn (Colwyn Tlay), Felphnri (Rognor)7 

Birchington Oiargate7 Fig 63) and the "old town'17 Hunstanton. ý' 

Not all such growths were intended to be subsidiary to thejý 

main area. A few were r. lanned as separate resorts, though 

they haýve now r. ierged physically, and, if necessaryt 

administrativelyý with the more ir-portant resort. Thus 

Westgate is now joined to Margate7 West End to Morecambeq and. 'ý' 

Rhos-on-Sea to ColiTvn 'Bay. 

This forn of coastal fraprientation in resort growth is 0 
particularly well develc, )ed between 1.1andudno and Colwyn BaYi,,. 

these two resorts sharing six independent urban pieces (Fig. 

Pre-exist-ing settlements, besides those forming the nuel 

of main resort expansion, have greatly influenced the form Of', 

resort growthl and in two ways: (a) by ry acting a, ý, subsidia 

nuclei for expansion, and (b) bY attracting ribbon d 



Figure 2- The growth of Whitley Bay (Northumberland). 
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and soneti-es m? rrow corridors of growth, -Iong the roads 

joininf, them to tlý le T-. --in settlp-ent and/or resort -trea. The 

effect upon resort groirth depends '--rgely on the'location of 

the subsidiary settlement. If near the front, the 1rillape, 

with its subsidiary e"ý,. 'npabsion, is li'-ý. ely to br, soon -bsor; -ýed 

by the main resort e. -, pansion and not have any important effect. 

upon the shape of the to-vm, for example, the "old toi4rill of 

Paimiton. If well removed froT. 
- 

the front, the influence of 

the sulsidiary villrge will. be rrobably represented by 

strai-, gling ribbon development alonc- the road(s) leadinp to it 

from the resort. This is seen at Willingdon (Enstbourne), 

Newton (Porthcawl) and Wick (Littlehar-pton). (Subsidiary 

expansion right or might not occur about the viTlr. ge. ) if 

the vi'. Ia, p,, e occupies an interrediate positicn, the result is 

lilcely to be a marked elongation of the town to, and beyondl 

that vil-31-age. 1, onkseaton (Whitley Bay) Pnd the "old town" 

(13ridlinp 
-, 
ton) are two such villr,. -ý, es thnt have caused a very 

strong inward push in town growth (Figs. 21- 3). At Weston 

super Mare, not one but two villages' Milton and Worle, have 

aided inward town expansion, though here topoFraphic control 

the avoidance of low-lyine ;, md less well drnined land - has 

also been Of inportence. At Torquay, the influcnce of the 

subsidiary village of St. Mary's Church is of special int 

since it is sited on the opposite shore of the penins-u-a frCOIS 

that on i0hich the main town is built (Fig. 

other resorts whose growth has been influenced considera 
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Churcuh Town I Marshside by inland village nuclei c-re -31outhport 

and Landhouses), Weymouth (Wyke Regis), Minehead (Alcombe7 

Fig. 73), Felixstowe (Walton, FiF. 67), Sc, --, rborough (the 

Georgian expansion about Falsgrave), Rams7ate (St. Lawrence) 

and Bexhill (Sidley). in the last-named resortý the "old 

tovnII has re--,. ined surprisingly free fron either expansion or 

absorption, possibly the result of a deliberate llpreservation"', ý 

policy by the land-ovming njarl de la Warr. 

There is no need to stress the disrupting influence of pre-ý 

existing settlements upon concentric growth; the same 

influence is to be fouhdj of course, in most towns. An 

important distinction must be made, however. Whereas in 

inland towns the focus of toim growth was likely to coincide 

with the main pre-existing settlement, in the resorts, becau"A 
I 

of the commonly inland location of the riain pre-resort 

settlement7 there was often no such coincidence, EastbourneJ 

Bridlington, Whitley Bay and Paignton il. justrate this point. 

Peculiar to resorts is the strong tendenCY towards linear 

growth along a front; the reasons are obvioVis. In some 

resorts, this growth is a single strip of building, as in 

Scarborough M50 and 1900, Fig. 5)? Weymouth (1860)2 Filey 

(1860), Falmouth (1850) - though-this growth was related to 

marit: hmej not resort, expansion and Llandudno (1900); in 

others, the frontal growth is a narrow belt, as in Hastings 

(18601 Fig. 6), Deal (1860, Fig. 12), Weston super Mare 

(18501 Fig 20), Blackpool (Igoo) amd St. Ives (the present 

, -Z, 
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day). The dntes indicate when týiis frontal strip was 

arparent; most of it has since been backed by later growth. 

(Frontal growth may also be experienced by ports in the 

e_rpansion of comin-, ercial activities. Eighteenth century 

London with its riverside-belt to the east is a good example 

of this. ) 

Because of their fashionable st-itus, several nineteenth 

century resorts first grew by the addition of numerous villas 

with extensive grounds. In some resorts, such Ps Sandown, 

Shanklin, Rydet Southport and Bournemouth, this villa growth 

was compact7 and can be reconciled with normal forms of town 

expansion. In others, such as Ventnor, TeiFnrqouth, Sidmouth 

(Fig-7), and to a lesser extent Hastings and 3roadstairs, the 

villas grew in mushroom fashion over a larFe area. Since thl- 

period of mushroom growth, many of the inter-villa gaps have 

been infilled by normal residential development2 while some Ofý 

the villa grounds have been sPlit up and sold off for building. 

purposes - this being very evident at Sidmouth and Broadstairx, ý,. 

Sonewhat similar is the terrace mushrooming which characteris 

the early resort growth of Ilfracombe (Fig. 8). Rot only do 

such forms of growth contrast with the more or less concentriC,. " 

growth of many inland towns, but they also emphasise the 

contrast in character between early resort towns and non-reso 

townso In the latter, residential growth would often be 

tied to the factory, the mine, the quarry7 the docks, the 

harbour or the commercial core - all causing a compactness Of 
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growth. In resorts, however. Lhere were no such ties. t 

Adnj. ttedly7 residenti-0- exparsion wns tied to the se, -side, but 

it was, or rat,, er could 'he, a loose tie - and one which 

allowe(I terrPces . ý--nd villas to be built away from the front. 

In this reý,; -ect, it is -1-teresting to note that at Tlognor7 in 

one of th(, Pprliest, thou7h abortive, atteni)ts to -'an and 

build a resort, Ar -t-Lichard Hothampton sited the greater part 

of his nroposed new town of Hothampton well . -, way from the 

coast - in the area now referred to ns Upper T3ognor. 

The spme feature is also seen in resorts which possess, or 

did -possess, a looseness in form resulting from a general 

fragmentation of their urban pieces. Some pieces are growthsýý 

about pre-existing settlements - other than the main pre- 

resort nucleus - while others are simply localised estate 

develonments. ý. n outlyinF rnilway station was also likely 

to form the focus of one of the fragments, Is nt Broadstairs 

and Cromer (Fig. 66). EP-rly Bognor shows such fragmentation 

very clearly (Fig. 9), as do Wallesey - one of whose early and, 

separate pieces was the resort facet of New Brighton 

Minehead (Fig. 73) and Llandudno (Fig T). At Bognor and 

Wallesey, subsequent infill has welded the fragments into a 

single urban mass, but in the other two the fragmented form7 

much of it recent, remains. 

A few resorts show a much more subdued form of fragmented 

growth. A main built-up area can be distinguished, but, 

separated from this area are other urban pieceso Examplp! ý 
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ihis are Shanklin and Ryde (Fig. 10) in the 1860s and Cromer 

In the 1900s. The pieces have since been knitted to the main 

area. 

Other growth features of a more general nature are also 

found in the resorts. Ribboh development along main roads 

leading out of theresorts is Men seen, and its common 

occurrence along roads linking subsidiary nuclei tp the main 

resort area has been already comment ed on. It is not 

restricted to any period, 'though it tends to become increasingl] 

important with time due to the development of new forms of 

transport. The advantaees of ribbon development are (a) it 

does not require road building7 an advantage to the spec' 

buildpr and especially to the less wealthy builder, (b) it 

aidows easy access to brýs routes (though this could well be 

a disadvantage today) and (c)'it allows', the farmer owning the 

fields originally frontingýthe road to exploit the value of the. 

road*ide strip without losing the entire field. 

The nature of ribbon development allows no generalisation. 

In some resorts it c onsists of good to high-class villas2 

for example the villas of Heywood Lane (Tenby), the Pen Y Bryn: 

Road (Colwyn Bay)2 Whitegate Drive (Blackpool) and Alverton 

Road (Penzance). In others it is of an inferior status2 ego 

the vale and Wellington Roads (Rhyl)2 the New Road (Portheavl) 

Itclusure road dating irom the 1860s - and several roads on 
, an 
ihe West side of Whitby. Perhaps the most remarkable exazoplo.... " 

is, the tV0 miles of ribbon development along the main road 



leading northwards out of Weymouth. Several of the above 

I examples have been since "backed" by later building (those 

mArk0d with an asterisk) but their distinctiveness remains in 

building form and raterials, and sometimes in land-use. 

11, A'combination of ribbon development along roads radiating 

o, fttwards from the nucleus, and subsequent infilling by blocks 

of houses between these roads (in concentric fashion) is often 

referred to as a typical form of town expansion after 1800. 

ften if true of inland towns, such growth is certainly not 

typical of resorts. To begin with, a framework of con-verging 

, -OhNads is necessary, and this is rarely found in the early 

, ro, ad patterns of resorts. Imseveral cases the absence of an 

Important pre-resort settlenent meant that there were few 

r6ads to the tovn in. the initial stages of development; some 

resorts had only one roadq eg. Hunstanton, Colwyn Bayj Sandovn 

and Shanklin. Some through roads impi"nally developed later 

ih'a tovnIs growth but, as a rule, no radial pattern energede 

a few resorts, the present built-up area was crossed by 

several roads of pre-resort age7 but again with no rpdial 

form, eg. Southport and Felixstove. Even in resorts with a 

,, 
radial early road pattern2 expansion by ribbon development and 

later block infill is rarely seen. Such resorts include 

'Bournemouth 
(with five enclusure roads, Fig. 62)7 BL_ýickpool- 

(three roads) and Sidmouth (four roads). At Sheringham2 

however, this ptocess w,, -s apparent for part of its pre-19I4- 

exDansion. 



25 

Independent coastal estate growth, expansion about 

subsidiary settlements, frontal growth7 villa and terrace 

mushrooming and other, forms of fragmentary growth with 

subsequent infill, and an increasing tendency towards 

fragmentation especially after 1911+ - these are all growth 

features that cannot be easily fitted into the concept of 

concentric and compact growth. If they have been considered 

in some detail7 it is because these forms are so well 

represented in the resorts. 

There are, of course2 examples of normal growtht though 

fewer in number. The growth of Southport (with Birkdale) 

v! as remarkably compact and reasonably concentric2 a visible 

demonstration of the control exercised over the growth of these 1 

two tovns. Other examples afe pre-IqII+ Brighton, Sheringham, 

Penzance) Lytham and pre-19I4 Rhyl. Even in normal growth, 

a certain amount of infilling and outlier development is to be 

expectedý however. 

W nnine in ResoXt Growth. 

-Urban twinning, - the J61ning of one town to another, 

administratively2 physically, or both - is a growth form 

frequently found in resorts. The nature of the twinning varies 

greatly. Resort mipht be joined to resort, as is Sandown with 

Shanklin, and Hastings with St Leonards, or to a residential . 
town, eg. Southport with Birkdale2 and Deal with Walmer, or to 

an industrial/comnercial town, eg. Cleethorpes with Grimsby* 



Figure II - The growth of Brighton and Hove. 

The yellow colouring emphasises 
the dual growth of Hove up to 
Id75- 

I 
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The, growth relationships of pairs of towns which are 

jrqVpysic ally. joined are of foW, 'Main t"em 

Trloý -eventual fusion of tv&lhdependently towns 

ýeg, Lytham 'and St. -* Ames, (Figoý 39), Sandcwn szd-. Sh&Wain7 

4ftuthend and Leigh, Torquay and Paigriton, an& loylak%r and West- 

&rby. 

tbý. )., ýBxpansion from one centre or urban area, eg. Portsmouth 

'abd Southsea (Fig. 23), Southport and Birkdale5 and Redcar and 

Cbatham. (The first-named town of each pair i-athe, "centre"t 

Jkld'the second-named town that part of the expansi4h which 

ok on a distinctive character. ) 
-Ofto 

'ý-6) :A ýcombination of the above two fprms, eg. Cleethorpes and 

G, rjzqby, f, Brighton and Hove Mg-II) and Bcurnemouth*aid P0010& 

ý'-ftpara 'tion'byý*, physical ýý&rrlery. in this-,, case a river,, 

Great Yarmouth and Gorlestong Weymouth aad. 
Aý3=mbe Regis, I 

, And Teignmouth and ShaldoA, 

In 6-,. f aw rodort.. "twins" any original distinction and 
.V 

'1ýýehial f-ekling has disappeared, as at Redcar and Coatham* 

- : 61 othetal' however, there is7`4 marked difference in the sociol 

g%tu of the two towns which results in strong parochial 

f"ling (P 217 

isýunlikely thftt'ftftfier'ýPhyeical twinning between 

, 
iiyts, orts will take, place In'thetUture as this is contrary to 

ý'tfwgenoftl principles of modern town planning, 

AdmAniStPatiV*ý'tVInnibC9 i's more Probablet and "poisibles" are 
I%roay vith Paigntont anc V, *'MOtW-%amba with -Lancaste! Y*ý 



Phave, of Resort Towns. 

T. he resort is commonly reputed to be elongate in shape 

-thIs, shape being the result of the desire to exploit frontal 

amenity to the full. When the resorts are examined in detail) 

,,,, -hqvever, 
it is found that they exhibit a great variety of 

, shapes I no one of- which can be regarded as typical* 

, z1Qnggte Resorts: The natural tendency for resorts to spread 

ýaIong the coast may be aided in two main ways: -(a) 
by the 

,, 4pxistence a short distance inl, end, of steep slopes or low-lying 

Arshy land unattr, -i. ctive for building, and (b) by the expansion ,., m 

several original nuclei within a limited area of coas and 

,. %hVir eventikal coalescence,, 

()nly in one. resort2. Ventnor, have steep slopes completely 

, p; qyented the-inward, push of building, for here the southern 

peg of 4 PIP -Rew Down and St., Boniface Down offer no sites for,, ý, 

ography, ; 41ding: - in, contr; Lst, to tLe steep but broken "Slip" top 

f ýtj4e slopes beneath them. The inner edge of Colwyn Bay 

,, poincides-with a steepening of the landward slopes but as it 

,, V4110, -coincides with. the atter4uated PwIl-y-crochan Woods. it is 

pqpsýblq., that the deliberate preservation of these woods has 

eyented further building inland., In any case) the elongate -4T F 
fogm of, the 

-town 
is due mainly to. the cqýlescence of resort.., 

-,! O, Ran. sýgn,, about. -three-, pre-resort nuclei - Rhos-on-Sea7 Colwyn 

.,, 
Ba and Old, Colwyn. 

_More 
n=erous are eXaMPlPs marshy barriers limiting 

444zd, eXpansion. At Morelcambel for instance, a narrov, 
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poastal strip of lind is b,, 3., 2ked ITy an arei -)-f Except 

for the occasional drumlins which rise to c. 50 feet. O. D., this I 

"Tross" area is below 18feet, O. D. and has been largely avoided 

for building. Some narts h,,. ve been used since 1945, but only 

with considerable difficulty. In -Pigure 
)+_), the western limit 

of the moss is indicated by the western li-mit of the area 

formetly requiring artificial drainage - as shown on the O. S. 

611 map, of 1875, As would be expected, the greatest inland 

push o-7 building, for both pre-19I4 town and present town2 has 

been aleng a tongue of higher l&nd, '. '! (over 18 feet) which connects 

the old sett---ý'zents of Poulton and Torrisholme (Fig, 42)9 

North of this tongueg the low-lying land cones right to the 

coast and, prior to 1914, helped to separate the built-up areas 

about Poulton and Bares Since then the tvo areas have been 

linked, first by the building in the inter-war period of frontal 

hotel terraces, later by residential development. Other factor4. 

in the production of Morecambe's highly elongate shape are the 

railway which has deterred inland expansion at West End and 

Heyshamj-andýmulti-nucleic expansion about the two coastal 

pre-resort settlements of Poulton and Bare - but not-Heyshan 

and about West End, (Cf. Colwyn Bay. ) 

ý In similar manner) an inland moss has controlled the shape of 

Southport and 3jrkdale. Again-the significant contour is 

about J8 feet, O. D., though here this leaves a wider coastal 

strip of ground than at Motecambe; another difference is that 

this coastal belt is an area of drift sand. Low-lying ground. 
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7 gmsion at Southport 'hut also has rrevented not onl-ý inward exp, 

lateral ex, )ansion northwards along the front. 

Rhyl sh,: Lres certfin fentures with "orec. n. r,, be, for its inward 
II 

grovýth was . 1)ostroneel, thou, h not prevented by the Morfa Bach 

(rostly under T6 feet, O. D. ). The moreover, helT-)6A 

to mould the shape of the pre-T914 tovn (-r-ig. 68). The 

strikingly elongate form of the town in IQ14 has, however, 

been completely lost in subseouent buildiný-- (mostly council 

housing in the Y-orfa Tlach area. 

Skegness is another tow Vose originally elongate shape 

has been lost in subsequent - in tbiF cn-se nost-T945 - housing, 

again nuch of it council housing (Fig. 59). The main 

topographic factors-influencinp. - growth nlon7 the copLst have 

here been (a) a sand-dune ridge running the entire length of thO, 

town (its influence is especially noticeable on the south side 

I 

ofýj. town)2 and (b) ýow-lying land (under 15 feet O. D. ) requiring 

artificial drainage behind this ridge. Over much of this 

low-lying, areal house sites and roads hfve been 'Irnade up" and 

are appreciably higher than the gardens which represent the 

pre-existing level. Of course. , 
the danger of sea flooding 

exists, but the town hns a three-fold defence - the frontal 

sand hills, the sea walls of the "parad-es", and, farther 

inland, Roman bank, the original defence. 4 

Any well developed frontal ridge is lilcely to encourage 

elongate prowth2 and Deal provides another example though in 

this case the ridge is of shingle. Housing since 19181 again 
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greatly obscured council- housing predominating, ha. s, however. 

this elongationý 

The coalescence of originally independent resort growths 

can ai-so create, or help to create, an elongate urban tract5 arxýL 

two examples have been already cited., Morecambe (with West 

End) and Colwyn Bay 0%rith Rhos-on-Sea). Others are 1,11argate 

(with Birchington and Westgate), Sandown nInd ShRrklin, and 

Bournemouth and Poole, with Iloscombe. 

One reasonably elongate resort which deserves special 

mention is Hunstý-mtonj whose inner (eastern) boundary comes 

to a remarkably abrupt end aFainst the Cromer Road - if the 

collection of public buildings on the far side of the road be 

ignored. This Cromer Road was probably chosen by the 

Le Strange Estate as the landward boundary of the built-up 

area so that the privAcy and seclusion of Hunstanton Hall and 

Park not be encroached upon, an opinion which the agent for 

the-Le Strange family supports. There is another possible 

reason. 7 however. The Cromer Road runs along the crest of a 

north - south ridge whose western (seaward) slope is covered 

by the built-up area. The western slope drains naturally into 

the sea7 whereas the eastern slope drains inland* The cost of 

the provision of drainage facilities on the western slope is 

much less7 therefore7 than on the eastern slope. 

of course, not all elongate resorts are the products of 

topograP-hYt settlement pattern, or land ownership. The shape 

of 13jackpooll for example, is probably due directly to the 
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d. esiire to ex. r7e_-)! t frort-1 --eni. t7. -SiTrilnrly 7prne Bay, 

though here the railway bps rrollpl)ly pln-7rt-d n. part In 

restricting inland expansion. 

Non-elongate Resorts: Resorts which have exrerienced strong 

. 
growth are just, as numerous as those of inland elongate 

s)aape. , 
Topography or the existence of an in!: -, nd village are 

the most co', nnon causes of this. 

ýThe 
most. striking an. 4, obvious examples of topographic 

control are those rjesgrts which have grown along avalley 

(or. valleys) openingontothe seat eg. Dawlish (Fig. 70), 

, Sidmouth and, to 4-, le, sser extent, St. Ives and Ilfracombe 

(Fig. 8), - This may. reflect,, not only the way in which the 

lower flatter slopes and bottoms of the valleys facilitate 

building., but also the desire to exploit the amenity value of 

the valley this being particularly eviý_ent at Sidmouth where 

man f the good-class valley side houses command fine views, 7.0 

across the valley, If the slopes are sufficiently steept 

however) a valley may re. strict rather than encourage town 

growth. A good example of this is Saltburn (Fig. 13)7 

though the desire to exploit the amenity value of the easteM A 

valleyt, the Skelton Beek ravine, has also aided the towns 

strong- inward growth. 
_ 

In several resorts, growth pa rallel to the coast hasIbeen, 

prevented by low-lying ground, usually below 17 feet O. D. t 

, 
though this has not necessarily Prevented elongate growth in 
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another direction. Exp-miples 

low-lying lnnd is on the e-7st 

side) 7 Litt'leb. impton (the wes, 
v At. T, 
loot side) 9 (FiF'- 73) 

'The influence of an inland 

of this are Bognor (where the 

I' side), Sandown (the northeast 

t side) P-nd ", inehead (the south- 

village upon resort growth has 

been'already discussed (P. 19), and requires no further 

m6ntion other than to list those resorts where this i. s 

particulailY well developed, namely Whitle7 Bay, Bridlingtong 

c1ncton7"deston super Mare7'Rydej Littlehampton and Eastbourne. 

The Jast-ham'ed resort r6v6als', by its shape, not only the 

influence of the pre-resort settlement Pattern but also the 

influence Of topography, and in'a most complete manner, The 

tovnis shape cah'be comp'ared to an inverted "J" whose bar' 

stretches alongýthe' coast -for two and a half rriles. The stýý 

of'the '0j", dt first solid as it envelopes the "old town" and 

th ýý , trand-ý- v en I en ISI. " liki as' en gt 4 hs of ribbon'de'elopm' t project 

to%; ýrd§ Al-lingdo'n and Hampden Park, extends north-westwards forý 

one and a half'miles7 with the tail, Hampden Park, about one 

miie'to''the east, The steep slopes of the South Downs scarp 

haýe'ý, icte_d' "as a-barrier to further expansion'wdstward a 

relationship eimphagised by the' manner in which the combes of thei 

scarp tade' ate picked out by "bulges" in the'bailt-ý-UP area. 

The diffidulty'of ýumpint wat6t-ttp the scarp face has also 

dip, co, ur. aged,, building on the higher slopes. On the town's 

eastern sidel. the low-lying. Willingdon Levels, an almost 

dqý&"ed part of the,, great POvensey ýevels, have prevent. ed, ý,, 
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northward growth. 

At Sheringham, growtýý aloný- the caast has bccn iDreverted 

by the golf lint, -. s on the west side, -nd by 'Reeston Cornon 

Pnd coasta! 11h. alf -year" land on the eý, ý-, t side. This hn'. f- 

year ýrýnd consists of rou7, ýO. y 400 --cres -,. nd stretches) in broker 

fashion, fron. the east side of Sheringham to Cromer. Though 

this land is owned by various People, the inh? bitants of 

, Runton parish have a legal rif. -ht to nisture their sheep upon 

the half-year land from the llth October to the 6th Arril 

each year -a right that originated in a fonrer open-field 

econory. These rights, though no longer exercised7 are 

jealously guarded and, as a result, no building development 

upon these lands has been 7-, ossible. In 1912, an attempt was 

made by five owners to enclose their hplf-year lands, but this 

was unsuccessful. In recent years, the whole problem of 

these lnnds has been revived with the setting-up on them of 

summer caravans. 

From the above examples of elongate and non-elongate 

resorts, it is clear that the shapes of resorts allow no 

generalisation. In both categories, however, the control 

over growth exercised by topography andýthe pre-resort 

settlement pattern is of primary importance, possibly more 

so than in other types of towns, 

Resort Growth in Time. 

A town's growth is characteristically the result Of 

several bursts of building activity. In some tovast thOSO 
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bursts are so pronounced, the intervals between them so 

prolonged, that the growth may be described as discontinu(Yuso 

This is true of several resorts: indeed, such discontinUOU& 

growth is probably more common in resorts than in any other 

town types - which is not surprising when it is remember*& 

that the nineteenth century resort was the product of mants 

fashion and habits. 

The most common form of discontinuous growth is as folloWSS 

an initial period of expansion in LateEGeorgian/Regency 

times, a period of standstilI during Early Victorian tizeal 

and a revival in building In the High Victoriau periocl, - 

often related to the coming of the railvay. This is clearly 

sho, wn by the growth phases of Bognor-(Fig. 9) and Herna-Bay - 

two resorts with a very similar growth history* Sidmouth is 

another good examploo Other resorts vith a similar phasing 

but with the earlier phase not so well developed. are, Southends 

Bastbourne. and Littlehampton. At Ilfracombot the first. 

phase comes rather latert from a. 1820 to 18409 but vith 

a characteristic revival in thw 160s. (P. 95) 

The discontinuous grovth of Floetwood is of particular 

interest as its tvo phases, the first from I835"to 18509 the 

second from c. 1870 onvardsq hacl a differentfunctional bass* 

In the first phase, the now tomn was developed as both 

fashionable resort and estuarine portj its intendodg and 

briefly retained, status as a resort is indicatediby th* 

imposing Queen& Terraces and North ftstan R4)t*lo AttOV Ak 
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brief triumph as the most fashionable resort in Lancashirej 

Fleetvood virtually stopped groving, for by nov, Blackpool and 

Lytham vere served by branch railvay lines - ironically, 

branch lines leading from the main line betveen Preston and 
Fleetvoodo In I869ý howeveri vork began on the first dock, 

d so Fleetvood entered a second period of grovth, this UJIS 

as a maritime tovn only. The town expanded rapidly by the 

addition of lov class terraces, many vithout garden space. 
This commercial function has retained its importance but the 

tovn has become increasingly Important again as a resort - 
vitness the considerableamount of "for*shoref development 

in intor-var years. (P24-8) It has also become an important 

domitory for people vorking in Blackpool and in the chemical 

vorkmat Thornton. 

It is interesting to compare the above exmple of "functioma 

phasing" with that of Penartht near Cardiff, though in this 

case there is no discontinuity of growth, The gjP9vth of 
Penarth begins in the I860s following the building of the 

harbour in 1859 and the dock in 18659 and is accompanied by 

low-class terrace building - mostly in grey stone - up the 

hill aid* above the dock. The next phase is very differealL, 

the continued growth of Penarth now as a domitory for the 
(1) 

wealthy businessman of Cardiff, and also as, a small seaside 

(1) 
" 
Marine Parade, P arth, is knoWn locally as ftl1lionnairex 

rov since it hous! SMefore 19149 several millionnair" (est1m; tes range f five to eight*). Its houses are now Converted into flatsl though JLt is still a fashionable Str*"* 



resort. This time it is villa development* A fev of the 

first villas (c. 1870) are of stucco, but the first, main 

villa expansion is recorded in grey stone (and occasionally 

yellow brick) vhich produces a villa area sibilar to that 

on the slopes of worl9bury Hillt Weston super Mare. By the 

end of theLeentury, howevdr, the grey stone had given way to 

red brick. 

In conttast to such towns as Bognor and Hem* Bay are the 

resorts that have experienced more or less continuouw growth 

from their-Late Eighteenth/Early Nineteeath century beginnings 

up to the present, e. go Rydej Margate, Brighton, Weston super 

Marol Southport and Scarborough. Of course, the more recent 

the resort, the more continuous its growth is likely to be; 

this applies to such resorts as Bexhill, St. Ives, Minehead, 

Nevquay and Skegness - all of which began to develop as 

resorts in the 18708* 

For most resorts, the post-IM period ham6been character- 
ised by an accelerating grovth that has been the result of an 

expanding resA#ential resort function rather than holiday 

resort f=ction. It is a process that contjzues. 

Outstanding in this respect are Paignton, Weymouth, Clactou, 

Deal, Blackpool and Thornton Cleveleyal Morecambel Whitley 
I 

Bay, Weston super Marel Bognor and Worthing, Redcarq PortMavl 

and Rhyl. On the other hand, some resorts have had 

doýelerating growth daring this period, eg, Ilfwambo-- 'ZI--l . i- " 

. a- %. '; I-, 
with very little inter-war growth Toignuouthq 
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Hunstanton, Lowestoft, Hastings-, Eastbourne and Sandovn/ 

Shanklino 

The Timint of Resort Ozizins 

It is rarely possible to ascribe a definite year to the 

beginning of a resort's historyý though for some "nev towns" 

not only the year but even the very day may be knovn. 

It has already been shovn that the first kabwn references 

to sea bathing may be of little significance; so, instead, 

the beginning of resort development is taken as the first 

significant building expansion related to resort activities. 

The determination of this is not always easy. For instance, 

the beginning of Southend as a vatering-place was market by 

the building of Royal Terrace-in the 17903, This, however, 

proved to be a false start, and it was not until the 1860s 

that tha4nain expansion began, 

The timing of resort origins - by their first significant 

resort expansion - is listed in general chronological order 

In Table The expansion of those above the red dividing 

line was prior to the coming of the railway.,, the expa#sion 

of those belov the red line was simultaneous with or sub sequamt 

to the COMIng of the railvay., For resorts with early "false 

starts", ) such as-Southand, a (i) is shown after the f4se 

startq and a (ii) after the main start. 

Further division is made by listing separately resorts 

vhoseýgrovth was planned and/or controlled. If both types 

cr, growth were experienced, the resort is listed twice, v4L th 
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a (C) - controlled - and-(NC) - non-controlled - after the 

appropriate entries. ThO resorts whose early growth was so 

slight as to be hardly represented in the present townscape 

are also listed twice, Blackpool, for instanceg had 

experienced some resort growth since 1750, but 143 is 

hardly represented in the modern townscape which is the 

product of the great period of grovth from 1860 onwards* 
As for towns vith false starts, the first entry for Blackpool 

is folloved by a (i)q and the second by a (ii)o 

TABLE. L 
PLMlJL41DZ_OR C TROLLED NQIZCONZROLLED 

GROW GROWTH 

Pro-I-M 

Bognor (Hothampton) (C) (i) Brighton 
Scarborough 
Margate 
Weymouth 
Exmouth 
Southend (i) 
Blackpool (i) 
Littlehampton (i) 
Eastbourne (i) 

1800 - 1830 
St., Leonards Teaby 

Hastings 
Sidmouth 
Ryde 
Teigamouth 
Penzance 
Aberystvyth 
Ramagate 
Broadstairs 
Ilfracombe 
Worthing 
Southport (NC) 
LytbAw (19C) 
Weston super Kar* 
Bridlington 
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1800 - IB-10 cont. 
Great Yarmouth 
Dawlish 
Cromer W 
Redcarý(i) 

1810 - 1860 

Herne Bay (C) Deal 
Lyth&n (C) Roker (Sunderland) 
Southport (C) Sandovn 
Birkdale Southsea 
Shanklin Paignton 
Torquay Rhyl 
Bournemouth Filey 

Ventnor 
Morecambe W 
Svanage 

Folkestone Cleethorpes 
Eastbourne (ii) 
Fleetwood (C) 
LlandiadnO 
Lowestoft (C) 
Whitby (C) 

186 - 1880 9 

Skeguess Lowestoft (NC) 
Saltburn Herne Bay (NO 
Runstanton Fleetwood (NC) 
Colwyn Bay Portheawl 
St, Annes Blackpool (ii) 
Penarth Southend (ii) 
Clacton (C) Morecambe (ii) 
LittlehamptOn (ii) Bognor (NO (ii) 

Whi tl ey Ba 
Redear UiT 

JOTL 1880 ý10,7, &--r 

Boxhill 
Xlneh"d 
Felixxtowe 

Bud* 
Newquay 
Whitby (NC) 
St. Ives 
Sheringham 
Kablethorpe 
Barry Island 
Falmouth 
Cromer (ii) 
Clacton (NC) 
Thornton Cleveleys 
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, 
ýey"that the establishment From this table, it is clear 

of resorts continued right up to the end of the nineteenth 

centuryq that of Minehead probably being the lasU The 

importance of "non-controlled" resort building in RegenCy 

,a K30.1-t ý"W. % 
times, and of "controlledin Early 

ýictorian 
times are 

other noticeable featarese 

d, 

F 



Plate I- Semi-detached house, Shanklin, 
One of the results of planning 
qontrol at Shanklin is the general 
absence of terraces, To extend 
the use of the villa, two low- 
class houses af e often paired 
to simul-, te a single villa. 
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CHAPTER THREE. 
wý 

ESTATE DEVELOPMINT. 

The term 'estate development' is used here to refer to the 

planned and controlled development of an area of land owned 

by one person or organisation; at one extreme it encompasses 

the small housing estatet at the other the laying out of a 

new town., 

Estate developm ent is of outstanding importance in the 

urban geography of England, a country whose distinctive 

pattern of land ownership often paved the way fi6 such forms 

of urban growth. The resort towns are no exception, indeed 

large-scale estate development is possibly better respresented 

in them than in any other type of town. Resort building was 

a form of land-exploitation - one is tempted to say a 'game' 

that greatly attracted nineteenth century land-owners* The 

planned resort conceived in the first half of the nineteenth 

century may be likened to the villa and grounds of its 

initiator; it was the material representation of his wealth 

and statUS7 and a place to which friends came for pleasure and 

entertainment - this time, however, as paying guests. 

Estate development means controlled development, and therein 

lies its significance* It determines town form: the street 

pattern, building morphology (villaý semi-detached or terrace 
Plat&[ 

units)q the size and value of houses, the amount of frontal 

garden space, and often the style and building materialq for 

both houses and 
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garden walls. It also determines, and maintains, the land-use 

pattern. Estate development has a further significance. It 

emphasises in the clearest possible manner the importance of 

the human element in the conception and growth of towns. 

So that the nature of est,, --ite control way be better understoodi 

the manner in which an estate is developred is now described; 

it is based on an interview with the estate agent for a famous 

resort which developed "estate fashion", and though not typical 

for all resorts$ this one example clearly illustrates the 

process. 

First, the land-owner decides to develop his coastal estate 

as a resort. The idea might be his own, but it is more likely 

that the possibilities of such a scheme were suggested to him, 

Next, he instructs his own architect, or one specially employed 

for this purpose, to draw up a master plan to show the general 

form of the intended town - especially its extent and street 

pattern. Detailed plans are then drawn up for the block of 
OM 

land to be developed first, and., this, width of roadsq building 

lines? size of building plots and morphology of building units 

are shown. This detailed plan, plus a general list of 

building conditions - the value of the houses to be built, the 

style and materials to be used - is incorporated in a brochure, 

or prospectus; in whose introduction the advantages of the 

intended resort and the form it is to take are described. 

The brochure is then widely distributed to attract would-be 

builders. 
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Meanwhileg existing land-users, e. g. tenant farmers, in the 

block to be developed, an, 

are giver- notice to quit 

nineteenth century. The 

of roadsq drains, etc. as 

just as local authorities 

estates. 

I in other blocks soon to be developed, 

- ap-arently ar easy matter in the 

estate also cornmences the laying out 

an added inducement to builders - 
do in the laying out of industrial 

The brochure does its job, and builders, concluding that 

they will be able to sell or lease the houses they build, buy 

up the plots. To do so, the builder enters into a "Building 

Agreement" with the land-owner. Under the terms of this 

agreementg the builder takes a year's lease of the building 

plots (the period of time varies) and undertakes to erect, 

within this time, houses of agreed status and form. Though 

he is usually allowed freedom of building style, it is 

invariably on the condition that the intended plan of the 

facade be submitted to the estate architect for approval. if 

the builder is wise, he will find out what this architect will 

and will not approve. 

if, within the specified time, the development is completed 

to the satisfaction of the land-owner, the builder - in the 

case of this particular resort - is granted a lease for 

ninty-nine yearsq and given the option of purchasing the 

freehold within ten years. (In other resorts, different 

forms of agreement may be drawn up e. g. a nine hundred and 

ninty-nine year lease, purchase of freehold only, and purchase 
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of freehold but on payment o-L an annual ground rent - this 

last form is especially common in the West country, e. g. 

Minehead and Weston Auper Mare. The builder usually sells 

outright the house that he has just built, but the fate of 

the ground on which it stands may vary. If the builder only 

leased the land, then a ground rent has still to be paid to the 

land-owner. The builder might retain the responsibility for 

paying this rent, collecting it in turn from the householder, 

or he might, as the result of an agreement with the land-owner, 

pass on this obligation directly to the householder. If the 

builder purchased the freehold to the land, then he may either 

sell the freehold to the householder or retain it. 

In some resorts, the land-owner himself may have erected 

some of the houses, though this is difficult to prove. The 

prospectus for New Brighton (P. 45ý) suggests this. 

Up to this stage, estate control has been exercised mainly 

in the determination of forw. With building completed? 

estate control becomes more concerned with the maintenance of 

covenants included in the lease or freehold agreement, 

especially those dealing with the use to which the building 

can be put. This is where the restrictive covenants, or 

rather the vigour with which the estate ensures their main- 

tenance, assumes paramount importance. Take, for example, 

a good-cýass housing estate built in the 1900s. In the 

leases will be clauses of this type: "The house is to be 

used only as a private dwelling-place" and 1114o erectiont 
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hoarding-post or pole of any kind shall be used ior the purpose 

of displaying any advertisement thereon, other than a board 

advertising the premises for sale or leasing". 

If such covenants are enforced, then letting actývities and 

conuaercial or industrial development are Kept out and the 

I "initial" tone of the area maintained (See P. 190). 

The prospectus usuall-y reveals t. he intentions of' the land- 

owner in its introduction, intentions which are sometimes 

difficult to recorcile with the present-day character of the 

town. In 1830, a certain James Atherton purchased about 

one hundred and seventy acres of sandaill and heathland in 

what was to become hew Brighton, and employed an architect to 

lay out a new resort town. In the early thirties (probably 

1832), a prospectus was issued - "Eligible Investment at hew 

Brighton, Cheshire". This stated that several gentlemen 

proposed to erect a hotel, and a doe-k, ; nd to establish 

communication by steam packet with Liverpool. Fraising the 

views intended resort commanded, especially that of passing 

ships, it then stated that -uhe Proprietors intended to erect 

villas so that one should not intercept the view of another, 

and that all these advantaý.:, es (and this is the interesting 

passage) "must tend to render New Brighton a most agreeable 

and desirable place of resort to the 11obility and Gentry of 

all the neighbourhood". These advantages did indeed so 

operate in the first decades of the sesorts 'history, for a 

number of fine stucco villas were built. However7 for 
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reasons yet unknown7 New Brighton did not long retain this 

fashionable form. Instead it developed subsequently as a 

particularly ugly tripper area for the artisan classes of 

Merseyside, 

To illustrate the form of building conditions listed in 

brochures, and later embodied in the 'Building Agreement', 

reference is made to the development of the Newcombe Estate, 

Weston super Mare. 

This estate consisted of two large 'fields' which wem 

staked out and alloted to two land-owners in the enclosure 

of the Manor of Uphill in 1813- The two roads on either, 

side of the estate also originated in this enclosure award, 

By 19011 the two fields had come under one ovnerg and the 

area was laid out for developmentq piece by piece. A 

brochure was also issued showing the intended street pattem 

and Plot sizes, and including the conditions of sale (Fig. II+) 

Some of the plots were offered on a perpetual yearly rent 

charge, others on a straight forward purchase of freehold* 

Minimum house values were listed as follows: 

This footnote 
next page, 
These highest 
plots of land 
72 - 83, from 
golf course b, 

refers to the house values listed on the 

values result from the proximity Of these 
to the sea, and, in the case of plots 
the frontal amenity value of an adjacent 

etween them and the sea* 
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Plots 72 - tL3 t--ýouse value not less than -. ý950 

lo4 - 115 it : C950 

186 - 220 ; C4 50 

; CL 294 - 306 , 50 

3 07 : C500 

308 - 329 I i-4 50 
330 - 339 f-800 
34o - 341 1: 500 
343 - 343 : 280C) 

mor eov er I Lot more than one house was to be erected on plots 

72 - 83t 114 - 1159 210 - 220, and 33(j - 343. (It is not 

clear, however, whether this excluded the semi-detached house 

in which each half stands on one plot. ) 

Plans and elevations of proposed building were to be 

submitted tog and approved by, the Vendor's surveyor. All 

elevations -fronting Uphill Aoad and blitham Aoad were to be 

faced with local stone (the carboniferous limestone) or red 

bricks. Also, no building was to be used JLor any trade or 

businesst or as a school, club or institute, or any other 

purpose than as a privall. -e dwelling house unless the written 

ri consent of the Vendor had been obtained. ioday, the rewcombe 

Estate is one of the most select residential areas in Weston 

Super 1, Iare. 

It is convenient to recognise various types of estate 
development- There are: 
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(a) New resorts. 
(b) Large estate additions to existing towns. 

(c) Other estate developments. 

In the development of a new town "estate fashion", it is 

also convenient to make 'Curther distinctions: 

(a) Whether the land is mostly owned by one persori or by a 

restricteci ntutiber of persons. 

(b) Whether the town's growth was "Planred" or "Controlled" 

(the use of these two words is explained later. ). 

A number of resorts can be called "one man" towns in that 

most of their development, especially before 1914, was the 

work of one land-owner - or rather one land-owning family. 

A classic example is Eastbourne, the fine achievement of the 

Cavendish family. They were not the only land-owners in the 

town areaq howevert for there was also the Gilbert-Davies 

estate and Lord Wellington's estate. When in the 1840s 
(t) 19 

the Crumbles was enclosed, to prevent the area reverting to 

Commonland, a three-way sPlit was made aiiiong these estates in 

proportion to their existing areas. Certain anomalies in thel 

residential pattern of Eastbourne are attributable to the 

Gilbert Davies and Lord Afellington estates, for instance, the 

compact area of low class terracing within the angle of the 

Grove and Terminus Roads - on the better side of town. 

If control of town land is exercised by a restricted number 

(1) An area of shingle accretior, oil the east side of town. 
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of persons, and if tlaey are Of wind, that town can 

develop in a manner not uniije that of "one man" towns, as 

Bouriieý, -, outhl k3outhport and Torquay prove. At Bourneritouth the 

Pattern of land ownersýiip which so great-ly influenced subsequent I 

growth was determined by Lhe Enclosure Award of 1805. Of the 

five thousand odd acres enclosed, over two thousand a-rreS 

passed by purchase and allotment into the hands of two men, 

Sir George Iverson Tapps (Lord of the Pl'anor) and William Dean. 

most of this land, moreover, was adjacent to the coast. 

Fortunately the successors to these two estate owners developed 

their estates on similar lines - detached villas standing in 

spacious grounds - though the lack of unified control did 

greatly iwpede the provision of' an undercliff drive to run 

froia one side of the town to the other. liany of the features 

of land-use and building raorphology in Bournemouth are to be 

explained by reference to the development of large estates, 

which, in several cases, originated in the Enclosure Award of 

16,05 (P. l8a). 
At Southport and Torquay also, it was two major land-owners 

who determined the nineteenth century character of the resorts; 
(1) 

the Bolds and the Hesketh-Fleetwoods at 6outhport, and the Palk 

and the Carlys (, 'L, Torquay. Again it is a story of detached 

villa growth. 

Some of the "one man" towns were "planned" in the sense that 

There was also the Blundell estate responsible for the later 
development ofL ' the initially independent Birkdale. 
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(1) 

approximately one mile square. This was laid out in 

rectilinear fashion prior to the development of the new 

resort Mg. 17). The land outside this square, and onto 

which St Annes has expandedý rý-. mained in the ownership of 

the Clifton family. The intended layout of this outer area 

is shown on a plan of 1900. This plan also refers to part 

of Lythame In general, both layouts have been adhered to. 

Both, however, are disAppointing in their complete lack of 

originality* 

Although no estate plan was uncovered for St. Leonards, 

the arrangement of its Early Nineteenth Century units lec, ves 

no doubt as to its pre-determined form. The layout of 

James Burton hinged on a small but well-defined valley. 

Here, the Royal Victoria Hotel, since rebuiltt forms the 

centrepiece of th; e scheme, while immedintely behind are the 

assembly rooms. 

For some 'one man' resorts there appears to have been no 

master plan, Growth was 'controlled' rather than Iplanned1l 

and the plans for development were drawn up one block at a 

time. This does not mean that the town grew in haphazard 

manner, for it is probable that the estate architect thought 

of the town as a whole even if he did not commit it to paper 

as a whole. Certainly these towns, also, bear the 

iinmistakable mark of estate control. They include Folkestone 

(Fige Id)q Eastbourneq (I640s), Shank-lin, Birkdaleq (I850s), 

Ownt'l 
(1) This estate originally4most of the land upon which the 

present towns of Lytham and St Annes now stand. 
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Colwyn Bay7 Hunstanton7 (I860s), Penarth, Littlehamptonj 

(187007 and Bexhill (I860s)* (The dates refer to the 

commencement of controlled growth, ) 

The second type of estate development, the addition of a 

large estate to an existing town, is, perhaps, best illustrat- 

ed by Whitby. Up to tha I61+Osj town growth at Whitby had 

been related to maritime activities and jet working* A 

distinctive burst of building occured at the end of the 

eighteenth century, but between this time and the middle of 

the nineteenth century, little further building took place. 

In the I840s2 howeverl George Hudson purchased, modernised 

and extended the early-established Wh-'Itby - Pickering Railway* 

He also purchased the West Cliff area above the 'old town' 

and set about its development as a resort. The intended 

layout is shown by Figure 19; this shows not only the layout 

of streets and terrace blocks, but also the layout of the 

Cliff-face - including the cutting of the Khyber Pass to 

link the West Cliff and harbour areas. 

Another fine example is Exmouth where, in 1665$ a large 

estate plan was prepared and put to effect by the Roll& 
(1) 

Estate. This plan shows several new roads and villas to 

be built on the southern slope overlooking the Maer and sea, 

It also includes a new shopping street, Rolle Street, leading 

out of the 'old town'* 

(1) The Rolle Estate also owns much of Budleigh Salterton, and 
have been largely responsible for the tasteful development 
of this resort. 



Figure 20 - Weston super mareL(Somerset). 
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Other examples are Lowestoft; 7 with the resort town of Sir 

Morton Peto to the south of the harbour, and 'Brighton7 with 

Kemp Town. 

Every resort can show several examples of the smaller 

estate? the typical unit of town prowth. Figure 20 shows the 

areas of Weston super Mare which are known to be developed 

estate fashion. Even though some estates are not shown - 

lack of time or evidence causing their omission - this map 

reveals how much of a town's growth can be accounted for by 

small estate development. Certainly since 16501 the typical 

form of town growth has been estate accretion set in a matrix 

of haphazamd development. One exampLe of an early small estate 

development on the South Cliff2 Scarborough is shown by 

Figure 21. Immediately to the north7 another small estate 

development incorporated the ashlar terraces and villas about 

the Crescent'. 

Unified land-ownership was not always put to advantage in 

resort growth. Sometimes a major land-owner did not take the 

initiative butq insteadq functioned as a 'land bank', selling 

land to developers whenever the demand arose, but exercising 

little control over building on that land. Good examples of 
"T, L. 4 ? 

this are the Sidney Sussex College'Estate, Cleethorpes, and 

the Zetland Estate, Redcar. Such towns, in their appearance, 

do not differ from other undistinguished towns whose land- ý 

ownership pattern and subsequent development was piecemeal, 
t 



jr 
0 
go 
m 
< X// 

u 

tn 

0'. 

4-I 
"11 
H 
0 

4-, 

0 
ci: 

0 

42 
k 
Cd 
P4 

qH 
0 

0 
r-i Q) 

rcj 0-% 

x3 Co 
43 H 

Pi * 
0U 

CS bO 
r-i :3 
P4 0 

F4 

(D 0 
4-3 
co 

4-) Cd 
cn U 
r4 CO 
I 

1--i 
(NJ 

4) 
9-1 
9L 

. r4 
rx, 



54 

The Timing of Estate Developments. 

In one or two resorts2 for instance, Skegness and LlandudnO2 

the steps leading up to the decision to begin building can be 

traced. In other resorts they remain obscure. 

Some estate developments commenced long before the coming 

of the railway, e. g. New Brighton, St. Leonards7 Bournemouth7 

Southport, Torquay and Shanklin. Little can be said about 

the timing of these other than to note that with dock 

development during the first half of the nineteenth centuryg 

sea bathing activities at Bootle (Liverpool) were curtailed, 

and that possibly the decision to build a new resort at New 

Brighton was influenced by this. 

In several resortsq the commencement of estate development 

and the coming of the railway were more or less simultaneoust 

the one dependent upon the other. Very ofteng the initiator 

of the resort played a prominent part in introducing the 

railway- Such resorts are Whitbyt Hunstantong Saltburnt 

Fleetwood, Eastbourneq Minehead, Llandudno and Sketnesso 

In both Skegness and Llandudnol the initial idea of resort 

building seems to have originated with the agents for the 

respective estates, At. ýSkegnessj credit is geherally given to 

a Jj. V. Tippet7 the agent for the Earl- of Scarborough. 

Whether this is so or not, the railway came from Wainfleet in 

1873, and the comprehensive estate plan was completed, by 

Tippet, in 1878. 

The sequence of events at Llandudno is more complex. Though 

the real history of Llandudno as a resort begins with its 
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planned development from 161+9 onwards, there had been some 

slight resort growth prior to this date in the Church Walks 

area (Fig. 16). During this earlier period, much of the 

Great Orme Head was com. onland, There was also a detached 

piece of commonland where the promenade is today, roughly 

between Lloyd Street and Clonmel Street, Here were several 

huts of fishermen and copper-mine workers which had been 

built in accordance with the custom of 'Tai-fun-Yos' (Sleep 

One Night) -a sort of 'squatter's right', 
0) 

According to Miss K. M. Cooks, the story of resort Llandudno 

begins in 18)+)+ when a Mr. William Owens, a shareholder in the 

copper mines at Llandudno? came by steamer to the village 

for a shareholderslmebting. While dining afterwards at the 

]King's Head, Mr. William Owens is stated to have remarked 

"what a fine watering-place this would make'19 a remark 

overheard by the agent for the Mostyn estate and reported to 

the Ronourbble Edward Mostyn. 

The next event of important is the 1848 enclosure of the 

commonlands when the largest share, including the detached 

frontal area (Plot 25), was avarded to Edward Mostyn as. Lord 

of'the Manor. Why enclosure took place at this particular 

time is not known, but it is possible that the desirablity 

of making Plot 25 avaliable for resort building was one of 

the main dmcentives. On the other hand, the Act of 

Parliament for the enclosure of commonlands at Llandudnoq and 

elsewhere in Caernarvonshire, was passed in 181+3, just one 

(i) Th. - -lowit W, 4faHo-A. 
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year before Mr. Owens is reputed to have given to Mostyn the 

idea of resort development. 

Whatever the relationship between this enclosure and the 

conception of Llandudno as a resort, one thing is certain; on 

the 28/29th of August, 18497 the building plots of the new town 

were offered for sale. In the same year, the Chester - Holyhead 

Railway was opened. Though this by-passed Llandudno by some 

five miles, it presumably confirmed the intentions of the resort 

builders. Whether the realisation before this date that the 

railway was coming had any greater significance in the decision 

to build a resort is yet another question that remains to be 

answered. Strangely enough2 the branch line from this railway 

(ie. from Llandudno Junction) to the resort was the renult of an 

Act of Parliament of 1853 which authorised the development of 

Llandudno as a major port for trade with Ireland. This port 

project was abandoned, but the railway to Llandudno, that was 

part of the project was built in 1858. The resort - enclosure - 

railwaY triangle at Llandudno is one wiaich merits further 

investigationo 

In a few resorts, there is a short but distinct time-lag 

between the coming of the railway and the estate development* 

Folkestone received its railway in 181+31 but it was not until 

J81+9 that Sidney Smirke drew up plans for the development of 

the West and East Cliff areas. In this case, the coming of 

the railway was clearly related to the development of Folkestone 

Harbour. What its relationship was with the intended resort 

is not known* 
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In other resorts, the time-lag is much greatert and there is 

no possibility of a 'tie-up' between the coming of the railway 

and estate development. For instance, the site of St Ames 

had a railway when, in 1863, the Kirkham - Lytham line wqs 

extended to Blackpool. Resort development, however, began 

twelve years later. Similarly, Colywn Bay, whose resort 

development commenced in 18701 but whose railway was built 

in 1649 when the Chester - Holyhead line was opened -a line 

that also served, or was to serveg several other resorts 

including Rhyll Abergelet Prestatyn, Llandudnoq Penmaenmair 

and Llanfairfechan. 

The early history of Colwyn Bay deserves some rRntion. In 

the I860ss the land-owning Thomas family decided to sell their 

tpwllycrochan (Colwyn Bay) estate, and this was advertised as 

'a combination of resources which unquestionably will make this 

one of the most desirable and favourite watering-places in the 
(1) 

United Kingdom', The estate was split up into building 

plots, a rectilinear system of roads laid out and a site 

established for a church. Most of the estate was purchased 

by a Sir John Pender, and in 1870 the first houses, the villas 

of Erskine House and Penthos Lodge$ were built. In 1875, 

however, the estate was again up for sale, and again it was 

purchased more or less intact, this time by a Manchester 

syndicate. It was this syndicate who controlled the main 

(1) Quoted by Norman Tucker in 'Colwyn Bay - Before the Houses 
Came'., 
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growth of Colvyn Iýay along those tasteful lines which typify 

resorts developed 'estate fashion', Colwyn Bay must consider 

itself fortunate. It is not often that a highly desirable 

estate is twice offered for sale in one decade without 
fragmentation. 

Estate DevelORment and the Select Resort_s. 

From the examples cited it should be obvious by now that there 

is a very close correspondence between resorts with a 'select' 

character and planned and/or controlled growth, e. g. Eastbourne, 

Colwyn Bayq Llandudnog Lytham, St. Annes, Bexhillq Southportp 

Bournemouth, Torquay7 Penarthl Frinton, and the cliff-top areas 

pf Shanklin and Folkestone, 

A select resort is select only because it has been able to 

resist 'popularisationl* In most cases, the resistance comes 

from private control backed up by public control (the local 

authorities)q in others it comes from the local authorities 

alone, e. g. Worthing and Sidmouth. Popularisation is, of 

course, reduced by increasing distance from major concentrations 

of population2 but the commercial development about the harbour 

of St. Ives in the westUrd tip of Cornwall shows how 

unimportant this factor can beo 

The survival and distribution of the select resorts cannot be 

explained simply in terms of 'supply and demand', No doubt 

there is a limit to the number of amusement arcades - the most 

obvious index of non-select character - that seaside England can 

Buffer, a limit which would appear to allow some resorts to be 
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select. In the absence of private or public control, however, 

even if the present number of amusement arcades did not increase 

(though surely it would do so), their redistribution uould 

cause every resort to have at least two or three on the front* 

The significance of estate control in the development and 

survival of the select resort is twofold: its control over 

the form and land-use of the residential resort areaq and its 

coritrol over the form and land-use of the holiday resort area - 

essentially the 'front'. Obviously2 the land-owner endeavors 

to hamonise both aspects of the resort's development so that 

the one shall not adversely affect the other* 

In the residential areas of select resorts, and especially 

the inner older areas, the characteristic mark of estate 
( 

control is seen in many things; broad streets lined with trees, 

villas or terraces blending in style and building material. % 

and with the same building lines, spacious frontal gardens 

neatly walled, and the complete absence of shops and industry. 

The same controls often of later significance because of the 

lateness of frontal commercialisation in many resorts) is 

characteristically represented along the front by the absence 

of such commercialisationo This is best shown by Eastbourne, 

Llandudnoq Southportq Lytham and St Annes, the Leas (Folkestone) 

Frinton and Bexhill. 

The correspondence between select resorts and estate 

development is not complete, Some-'one man' resorts have 

greatly declined in status, e. g. Fleetwood$ New Brighton and 
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Saltburn. One or two others were never intended to become 

select resorts, e. g. Skegness - which has neither a large 

neighbouring inland town nor an equable winter climate to 

boost private residential development. It had, however, a 

large stretch of sand to encourage the provision of 'populari! 

amenities. 
Lltsa-. Successful Estate Developments. 

For every estate plan excuted, there is one that never got 

farther than the drawing board. In 1845, a plan was prepared 

for the development of the EastCliffj Folkestone, a plan quite 

remarkable for the looseness of its street pattern, It was 

never carried out and instead the West Cliff development of 

SjLdney Smirke, prepared in 10491 became the first major resort 

eqcpansion- About. twenty-five years after thisq a Mr. Horrox 

tasued a prospectus for another proposed East Cliff development 

at Folkestone. Part of this prospectus reads thus: I All the 

I ým bifttes will be built in conjunction with continuous covered 

vays or passages about eight or ten feet wide. (roofed with 

glg. s&), constructed at the back and running between seve, ýýal 

I rows of houses'. No wonder this schere, too, came to 

nothing. 

In the I630s, Benjamin Ferry drew up a plan for the 

development of the Gervis Estate along the East Cliff, 

Bournemouth* As Plate Ilshows, had this been successfulp 

terraces would have lined these cliffs. Yet another plan 

foxi the developmebt of an East Cliff was prepared for Ramsgate 

in 1853, This also was unsuccessful, 
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In 18331 Decimusl son of the founder of St. Leonards, A 

presented to the Duke of Devonshire the plan of a new resort 
that was to be celled Buriington. The Duket however, was 

not interestedt and the birth of Eastbourne had to wait some 

eighteen years - during which time Burton laid out Fleetwood 

and assisted in the development'. of Bournemouth and Brighton 

with Hove, 

There were other estate developments which started in fine 

fashion but soon stagnated, e. g, Fleetwood, Herne Bay and 

Whitby* In developing Fleetwood, Peter Hesketh Fleetwood 

was soon in financial difficulties and was forced to sell his 

Blackpool estates, estates which were soon to be sold 

piecemeal and developed piecemeal. If he had been able to 

retain these estates, the resort history of Blackpool after 

1850 might have been very different. 

con -lusion, - 
The importance of large-scale estate development cannot be 

too highly stressed. Indeed such development is regarded 

as one of the tuo outstanding factors in the geography of 

seaside resorts, the other being the distribution of non- 

resort population. Most of the select resorts are select 

only because estate control was, and is, able to resist 

popularisation. Most of the visually attractive resorts 

are attractive only because estate control has directed 

development along tasteful lines. Needless to say, 

selectness and visual attractiveness are invariably found 

together* 
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CHAPTEA FOUA: 

STREEP PATTEANS. 

It would appear that, in the study in street patterns, 

geographers have allotted a disproportionate amount of their 

time. That t'--is is, or rather was, S09 undoubtedly reflects, 

the over-emphasis that past town studies placed on the use of 

maps - waps in whicii the most striking feature would be the 

street pattern. A further attraction, and one which is 

curiously strong, is the Street patterns of planned towns, 

yet, often, the least important product of planned growth is 

the street pattern. 

The geographer's interest in the street pattern is twofold; 

its usefulness in determiming the age and nature of town 

growth, and its importance in influencing the character of the 

townscape. 

The nature of the street pattern changes with time. Some 

of these changes are necessitated by practical considerations 

such as new forms of transportation; others are the results 

of changing fashions. 

The medieval town was a pedestrian town, and its street 

pattern characteristically a complex Of winding streets and 

alleys. Irregularity in width was also typical, due not only 

to the lack of control over road development but also to the 

several functions, besides those of access, that certain streets 

performed. i streets seem to be the incidentaL ý'anY "old town" I 



Figure 22 - Part of Bridlington, 1660 showing pre- 
existing building (shadedý and the lines 
of the proposed "Crescent (built in the I860s) 
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products of the enclosure of space by building. Few resorts 

have "old towns", however, and in most of those that do, the 

street pattern has been modified by widening, straightening 

and clearance, eitner deliberately or through war damage 

(Figs. 22,29). Some "old town" street features are still 

visible, however, at Deal, Aedcar, Tenby, Filey, Whitby, 

Folkestone and Great Yarmouth. 

Street building related to resort growth is not important 

before 1760. In the few resorts with appreciable growth 

between 1760 and 1800, the formal "ruler and compass" layout 

of streets contrasus markedly with the irregularity of the 

earlier period, at least in better-class building. This 

layout was the continuation of a new tradition that had been 

evolving since 1631, when the Covent Garden "piazza" was laid 

out. It was associated with building for the wealthier 

classes on a scale hitherto unknown, building in which open 

spaces - squares, crescents etc - and wide streets were 

necessary to show the houses to best advantage. It was 

building that originated on the drawing board whether it 

involved the setting out of an estate or only a single square. 

In this type of building7 the use of the terrace imposed a 

rigidity on the street pattern. The straightness and width 

of these new roads reflected the increase in coach traffic, 

and the "back street", giving access to the mews, became an 

fintegral Part of the pattern. 

All this is to be seen in the Georgian squares of Margateý 
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and the Regency squares and crescents of Brighton and Hove. 

In poorer-class housing or commercial development, howeverg 

something of the medieval irregularity persisted into the 

nineteenth century. 

The formal layout was also used throughout nruch of the 

Victorian period, for example in the squares and crescents of 

Folkestone and Eastbourne. The use of such layouts along the 

front was no doubt partly stimulated by the desire to obtain 

the greatest length of facade enjoying frontal amenity. 

As long as the terrace was used, the street pattern remained 

rigid. But, with the increasing use of the villa in Victorian 

times, the street pattern was freed from its strict terrace 

encasement. Curving layouts were now possible, as in the 

villa areas of Shanklin, Southsea (Fig. 23), Southport, Bexhill, 

Eastbourne and Folkestone. Several resorts show the change 

from the formal terrace layout in Early and High Victorian 

times to the looser villa layout of Late Victorian and 

Edwardian times$ e. g. Folkestone and Eastbourne. 

The coming of the railway, though it greatly affected many 

aspects of town geographyg caused no great change in the street 

pattern, though it did, of course7 influence the grain of 

subsequent streets, and restrict the number of inter-street 

links. Very occasionally, the station was chosen as the focus 

of a set of converging roads, as at Herne Bay. 

In the inter-war period, the loose curve is retained by the 

streets of better-class housing areas. A distinctive 
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feature of this period, is the use of the cul-de-sac, its 

popularity partly due to the desire to escape from the noise 

and bustle of traffic along through roads. The cul-de-sac 

is uncommon before 1916, partly because the good-class houses 

were too big to cluster successfully about the single width 

of a street stunip, and partly because road traffic was not so 

offensive as to be avoided. (Large houses often sought out 

main road sites rather than avoided them. ) 

In poorer-class layouts of the inter-war period, and 

especially in coucil estates, the "geometric layout" is 

characteristic7 another product of the ruler and compass. it 

certainly breaks with the monotonous and ubiquitous gridironing 

of pre-1914 terracingý though only to replace it with another 

form of monotony. ho matter how spectacular these layouts 

appear in plan, the pattern of the streets is often meaningless 

to Lhe person living by them. 

It is too early to consider the layouts of private developmentj 

in post-war years$ especially as Bluch of it is the infilling 

of untidy gaps left by inter-war growth. In council house 

building, however) the new ideas on street layout are very 

evident. The geometric pattern is scrapped, and its place 

taken by a much looser combination of curve and straight line. ' 

Road junctions are commonly "staggered" to deter through traffiell 

and curves are broad so that a car drivdr's vision may not be 

restricted (Fig. 4). 

In the analysis of street patterns, it is necessary to 
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distinguish between the pre-existing street patterng and the 

subsequent infilling of this framewor! ý, mainly by blocks of 
I 

roads. It is necessary, also, to further distinguish between 

the pre-existing roads, though all will provide through routes. 

Some are old-established and winding roads, linking village to 

village; others are more recent) straight, and deliberately 

"set out" either as turnpikes or as "enclosure" roads. 

Obviously, the nature of the pre-existing pattern will depend 

on the pattern and importance of the pre-existing settlementl 

and the occurrence or not of enclosure etc. 

The rest of this section, however, is mainly concerned with 

the "infilling", Lhe secondary street pattern. It has been ý 

already shown how the street pattern changes with time. To 

this must be added other factors, the most important being, 

(a) field boundaries, (b) the form of land-ownership, (c) 

social status2 and (d) topography. 

The relationship between field boundaries and street patterns 

is often imperfectly described for it implies that these 

boundaries are followed by the roads. It is more accurate 

to say that, under suitable circumstances of piece-meal Ot- c4 fhc Pie(8 (%Jtun 1njW-, Act., s 

development, A 
the grain(s) of the subsequent street pattern. 

it is, of course, to be expected. Examples are found in most 

resorts, but one or two, considered below, are of special 

interest. 

In Figure 24, the pre-resort road and field pattern of 

Clacton is shown though resort development had, in factt just 
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begun. For some reason, the road linking the parental inland 

village of Great Clacton. to the coast did not take the shortest 

route, but, instead, apý)roached the coast obliquely. The same 

oblique trend is also seen in the field pattern. (Whether the 

one influenced the other, or the road and field pattern 
developed more or less simultaneously, it is not possible to 

say. ) In the growth of Clacton, this oblique trend was "handed"I 

on to the street pattern in characteristic manner. At the same 

time, however, a second set of roads developed in more usual 

resort manrier, i. e. normal to the front. Some of these were 

concordant, others discordant, to the coastal fields. 

The "criss crossing" of these two street "grains" has producedl 

a pattern unique among resorts. Several road junctions in the 

"core" area, instead of having four roads nicel-ing at right- U 
angles, have five roads meeting at various angles. The effect 
is no less striking in the town than as depicted on the map, 

and the visitor to Clacton will experience much difficulty in 

orientating himself. 

At Deal a similar oblique component is seen in the early 

road, fieldt and subsequent street pattern - though this time 

there is not a second component - and again the inland parental 

village, Upper Deal, is oblique to the coastal settlement. 

(Fig. 12). In this case, the location of the sixteenth 

century coastal settlement was probably determined by the 

amount of building space on the frontal pebble ridge - the 

widest part being chosen. 
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Much of the street pattern of Ryde can be related to the 

original field pattern including the distinctive semi-circular 

layout of the Preston Park Estate (Fig. 10). 

Fields originating in zhe parliamentary enclosures of 'uhe 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were usually large and 

rectilinear, those originating in earlier "piecemeal" enclosureq 

small and irregularly shaped. Very occasionally it is possible 

to distinguish in a town's street pat-iern roads determined by 

both forms of enclosure. At Cleethorpes, for instance, some 

of the roads about the pre-resort settlement of Cole and Itterby 

are short and possess aiuch directional variation; these roads 

are in the area of "ancient enclosures". They are surrounded, 

however2 by more regular, and rectilinear sets of roads whose 

grain has been determined by that of the "enclosure fields". 

(Fig. 25). 

At Bournemouth, the rectilinear enclosure fields had a 

similar influence, though7 here, the size of several "fields" 

- they were estates carved out of the heath rather than. fields 

- has allowed much scope in the layout within their boundaries. 

The field/street pattern relationship is an obvious product 

of piecemeal town growth, the taking over of one or two fields 

at a time for building. If, however, a large number of fields 

are owned by one person or body, this relationship is likely to 

be absent. The land-owner is at liberty to Jay out any road 

pattern that he chooses, and this is unlikely to be concordant 

to the field pattern. This is evident in many resorts that 
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have developed Ilestate fashion", e. g. Shanklin, Iiunstanton, 

Bexhill and Tankertor. The land-owner is also (raore or less) 

at liberty to ignore the pre-existing road patzern, provided 

he supplies an acceptable alternative. I 6outhport shows many 

examples of this. 

The street pattern of a few resorts was truly planned in 

that a comprehensive layout was prepared before building begun. 

jqost of these layouts are disappointingly conventionalt for 

instance, the more or less rectilinear plans of Skegness 

(Fig. 15), Llandudno (Fig. 16), St. Armes (Fig. 17) and Saltburn. 

In all fairness? though, it must be remembered that the layouts 

of Saltburn and Llandudno were intended to serve a terraced 

town, and thus a certain rigidity was inevitable. 

At Fleetwood, however, a large sand hill, the Mount, was 

chosen by the architect, Decimus Burton, as the focus of a 

radial-concentric pattern of streets. The lines of these new 

roads were cut by plough in the sandy waste, and in the mid 

1930's building began. Unhappily this proved a false start, 

as has been described earlier (P. 3ýL). When, in the 1870's, 

the main phase of expansion began, the pre-existing radial- 

concentric layout was only partly adhered to, and some of the 

original converging roads "blocked" (Fig. 26). 

In the absence of estate control) even over only parts of 

a town, a highly disjointed street pattern will probably 

develop. This is seen at I-lablethorpe, also Sheringham - 

where the disLointed pattern of the east side contrasts with 
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the more "fluent" layouts of the Westcliff and Hooks Hill 

estates on the West side. The way in which the old-established 

roads of Sheringham "cut" through the later pattern is particu- 

larly striking. Another striking though curious feature at 

Sheringham is ILhe frequent "elbow bend". (Fig. 27) 

Throughout the nineteenth c entury, the nature of the streetý 

pattern varied with the socio-economic status of the intended 

residential area. In low-class housing, the "grid" was used 

almost without exception. In better-class housing, the square 

and crescent etc, characterised the first half of the century 

- e. g. the "better sides" of Eastbourne, Scarborough and 

Folkestone - and the looser, curving layout the second half - 

e, g. the villa areas Of Southsea (Fig, 23), Birkdale and Exmouth. 

occasionally the "grid" was used for good-class villa housing in 

the latter part of the nineteenth century, as at St. Annes. 

The influence of topography on the street pattern is twofold: 

(a) directq necessitating curving roads up slopes, and permitting' 

straight roads on flat ground, and (b) indirectq influencing the 

form of the field pattern (this normally emphasises the above 

influence). As the better-class areas are usually on the higher, 

ground, and the lower class areas on the low-lying flat ground, 

topographic influence over the street pattern tends to emphasisei' 

that resulting from differing social status. Low-class terrac-ý; 
IY 

ing often ignored topographq however. At Cleethorpes, terracesý 
A 

marched unconcernedly across a transverse moranic ridge (Fig. 25)! '; 

while in the Prospect Road area of Scarboroughq a circular area 
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of low class grid-ironing wives no indication of a shapp rise 

from forty-five to one hundred and seventy-five feet. 

Throughout the greater plrt of to,, Yr areas, the ro-ds and the 

houses that line thein were built simultmeously. Occasionally, 

however7 there is a considerable tirie-le. g between the layout 

of estate roads -7md the building of the hodFes. Thus the 

street patterns of several est-tes developed in the inter-war 

period were set out in the 1900s, e. g. the rectilinear roads 

of Tankerton and the radial roads in the southern half of 

Herne Bay. Sometimes quite ludicrous results were caused by 

such time-lags. For instance, in the originc-1 radial- 

concentric plan for Fleetwood, one road, intended as the 

'grand avenue' of this new, fashionable, town, was set out 

wider than the rest. Unforttntý, telyj this road was not lined 

by the grand terraces of the f"Irst development phase (P-34), 

but by low-clp. ss terraces of the secondý 'dock' phase. 

Herne Bay prov-. *Ldes -nother excellent example. In the original 

plan of the I830s) the lines of two lnrge squares were set out, 
the Oxenden and Hanover Sqaures. These were to be enclosed 
(presumably) by 1, -, irge stucco terraces, but when the first 

phase of building enddd, only one comer of one square had been 

built up. In the second period of building, all thought of 

enclosing the squares in the 'grand manner' was forgotten. 

Today, a low-class terraces lines the south side of hanover 

Square, while the gasworks fringe its south west comer. The 

square itself is used as a car park, Oxenden 
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Square, to the west, is mostly surrounded by bungalows. 



CHAPTER FIVE. 
73 

DUI-LDI, NG MATER 'S AND 
-D-UILDING 

STYLES. 

Buildiag materials3 and to a lesser extent building styles., 

are of great importance in determining the character of the 

townscape. They can also be used to distinguish urban growth 

phases., the form of that growth and the social status of 

residential areasp while their appreciation helps the observer 

to "recapture the flavour" of former periods and to place urban 

features into their historical contexts. 

This chapter is concerned more with building materials than 

building styleso but2 of course., the tvio cannot be separated. 

For any town, it is possible to distinguish a number of periods, 

each of which is characterised by certain building materials and 

styles, and the chapter begins with a consideration of these 

periods. As the choice of material in better-class building at 

any one time is determined by fashion, building techniques,, 

availability of materials and economic considerations., the 

sequence of periods varies between towns. The greatest 

variation is caused by the availability of distinctive local 

building materialsý, especially building stones, and a brief 

description of these materials in the resorts forms the second 

part of the chapter. The third part is mainly a commentary on 

a number of "building material maps"., while the last part 

consists of three specialised studies - the concept of 

architectural devolutionary chains, holiday architecture and 

council house architecture. 
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building terials in-lbg- t 2QQ 
_y_e. Liza_, 

The Georgian P riod (Up This is a period of 

exposed brickwork. Cormuon forms are (a) re(--L/bro-;; n brick for 

the entire wall, eg. Whitby, Margate, Deal and Bridlington 

and (b) an alternation of red brick Itstretcherst' Ath grey 

"headers" - this mottling being especially common in south 

coast to-, -,, ns,, eg. Falmouth., Portsmouth., Hastings and 

Littlehampton. Very occasionally, the entire wall is of 

grey headers., Ata red brick trim. Less common building 

materials include the pale yellow London-type stock brick of 

late Georgian building in the Thanet resorts., and the knapped 

flints of several terraces about the Steyne, Brighton. 

The commonest building form is the flat-fronted terrace 

(-v, lth parapet)., though in older Georgian building., bay windows 

with slim wooden mullions are not uncommon. 

id (18QO 1ý30s)., In this periodo any 

building material suited to the "lighter'? Regency styles is 

used. Most common is stucco, whose resistance to salt spray 

made it especially popular for seaside building. klso common 

is yellow or white brick; this is often used together with 

stucco. Less common is ashlar, as in Whitby and Ryde. In 

a few resorts, stucco is surprisingly absent. This is 

considered on P-2 61 . 

The range of building styles is greater than in Georgian 

times, due partly to the replacement of the uniform terrace 

by the small villa which allowed a greater variety of style - .1 
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classic, gothic., even oriental. 

jhg Early Victgrian. Pegiod (1830s &o i3dO-L)_, In its 

building materials., this period is similar to the preceding 

one. Ashlar., however, is better represented, for example in 

Weston super Mare (Bath Stone), Fleetwood and 14orecambe. 

Classical and gothic villas continue to use stucco2 as in 

Rhyl., Torquay and Bournemouthy but in Lytham., red brick is used. 

In style also., this period is partly a continuation of the 

previous one. Brick gothic is becoming increasingly important., 

howevery and terraces are becoming more elaborate. The 

stuccoed Italianate terrace with large bay windows is typical 

of this period. Rather surprisingly, the red pantile is only 

rarely used to roof these terraces. 

The High Vic&grigU Periog (1860s tQ-1870s). This period 

sees a widening in the range of building materials and styles, 

and it is characterised by the revival of exposed brickwork. 

This revival is emphasised by the use of strongly coloured 

bricks, redo orange2 yellow, white, black, two or three colours 

often being used together to produce some striking studies in 

structural p&ychromy. A common combination is yellow brick 

with red brick trim to doors and windows. Good examples of 

this "bacon and eggs" style are found in Folkestone and 

Ilfracombe. Also common is red brick with black brick trimo 

as in the first terraces of Colwyn Bay (18bos), the first 
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frontal houses at St. Annes (1870s)., and several villas at 

Southport. Occasionall ywall tiles are used for decoration, 
(1ý 

eg. Deal (Victoria Toym) and 'w', -eymouth. At Redcar., brick 

mottling consisting of red stretchers with yellow headers is 

used for a few poor-class terraces of High Victorian age - 

but this is to be seen much earlier in some inland towns. 

Stucco remains fashionable, as is illustrated by its use in 

Llandudno, Clacton and Broadstairs (The Vale), though the 

distinctive French Rennaissance style., introduced in this 

perioa,, appears to employ a dull grey cement render rather 

than white painted stucco. (P. Z52). 

This revival of exposed brickwork is partly a reaction 

against the monotony of (un-English) stucco, but more the 

result of the demands of the Gothic style in all forms of 

building -a demand that the recently established railway 

helped to meet. No longer is gothic the light-hearted 

Regency and Early Victorian affair that can be clothed in 

stucco. Gothic., brick gothic,, is now the most English., 

the most Christiany style. The Italianate style continues 

to be usedo however., and is joined by the French Rennaissance 

style. At Southport,, a distinctive Italianate form is 

produced in red brick and stucco trim. 

(1) In the 1860s the old naval yard at Deal was scrapped. The 
land was bought by a syndicate who developed it estate fashion, 
to provide accommodation for visitors. The development was 
called Victoria Town. Today, the greatest concentration of 
boarding houses is found within this estate. 



Plate. III - Elms Avenuev Eastboume* 
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In its simpler forms., High Victorian building can be 

remarkably pleasant2 especially when using yellow/white brick 

with stucco trim. * eg. the villas of Sandown, Shanklin and New 

Cliftonville (Margate) and some terraces of Great Yarmouth 

(the St. Georges Park area). 

jhg Igate Victoriga and Lawardian Pgriod (18709 tQ 1914): 

This is a most difficult period to summarise. It commences 

in the 170S with the revival of the so-called Queen Anne style. 

It is a revival of red bricko white-painted woodwork (for 

window mullions., balconies) and red tile for both upper walls 

and roof. A delightful style when not degraded, it is 
(1) 

perhaps best seen in the Yeads area (Eastbourne) and 

Southclif f (Scarborough) 
.(PI ofýL TH ) 

The revival of Jacobean/Elizabethan styles again demands 

red brick, while the freestone strapwork and ornamentation of 

this architecture, is simulated by pink or buff terracotta. 

This style is used chiefly for large and/or public buildings, 

eg. hotels and shop terraces - especially after 1890. 

Other revivals include pseudo-Tudor tii-abering and. 9 for 

public buildingg the baroque style in stone or red brick 

with terracotta. 

(1) This building form is subsequently referred to as the 
"Meads" style. 
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Structural polychromy in brickwork is still practised i-. -, 

this period., but in more restrained mEtianer. In Colvyh Bay,. 

for instance, every conceivable hybrid between red brick anU 

ye"Llow brick is found. 

several resorts stone is now vd6cely useu (P. 

An important ne-, cower, from 1390 onvardsp is the Accrington 

brick., a tile-like reddish/orange brick common in northern 

resorts. 
This period begins with exposed brick fashionable, but ends 

with much brickwork being concealed behind pebble-dash., 

rough-casty plastery tile hanging and pseudo half-timbering. g 

Several styles have been already mentioned. At first they 

are distinctive, but soon., and especially in poorer-class 

buildin,,, 7,,., hybrids are produced (in which Gothic and 

Italianate "renmants" are often evident). 

ývar p1r: 1- 
-j- _19-- -9), 

The variety, or The Intgr- o4 1213 1(23 

rather confusion, of building materials and styles continues 

in this period, though the Italianate influence - denoted 

mainly by the large brick bay-window - is no longer seen. 

In much domestic building, steel replaces the wooden mullion., 

and is the partial cause of the nondescript character of much 

post-1918 building. In public buildi-ykg., as alwaysy certain 

styles can be distinguished. Of these, the most common is 

6 
pseudo-Georgian used for town halls3 schools, libraries and 

post-offices. 
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The Pos&-4ýar, Period. This period., in general, has 

witnessed a reaction against the confusion in the style and 

materials of inter-war building. In domestic building., 

exposed brickwork, and the use together of strongly coloured 

(and contrasting) bricks calls to mind the Higb Victorian 
A, 

period. Cleaner lines are also sought., especially in council 

housing- In important and/or public building, especially in 

schoolS2 new building materials such as steel,, glass and 

ferro-concrete are being fully exploited. This has a 

parallel form in high-class domestic building in which the 

use of external panelled woodwork is also a feature. 

Loe als. 

One of the determining factors in the choice of building 

material is its accessibility. In seaside resorts, not only 

railway transport but also sea transport have to be considered. ý 

it was noted$ $ that Swanage stone was widely used in 

Regency and later building in Ryde, that the London-type stock 

brick was widely used in the Thanet resorts and Southend (to 

which it possibly came by river) and that slate roofs were 

often associated with good-class housing long before the 

coming of the railway. 

Some resorts were fortunate in possessing local supplies of 

building materials, and these are now considered. 

Flint beach cobbles were used in several southeast resortsjj 

notably Sheringham. Here, the traditional (pre-resort) 
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building style is coursed flint cobbles (unknanped) with 

sparse red brick trim and red pantile roofs. In pre-1914 

resort building (ie. 1870 to 1914) both red brick and yellow 

brick trims are used with cobbles, usually in the poorer-c']-ass 

houses, while the roofs are of slate. Flints used in 

better-class housing are larger and knapped - and, no doubt, 

quarried. The greater number of better-class houses., 

however2 are of typical "London Suburban" red brick., as are 

the hotels. In neighbouring Cromer,, knapped flint is used 

with red brick trim in Late Victorian terracing, while in 

some early (Georgian) building, cobble fronts are trimmed 

with ashlar blocks. In Brighton, knapped flint was commonly 

used in late eighteenth century terraces, but rarely after 

this., While at Eastbourne it was commonly used for frontal 

garden walling of Meads villas, and occasionaliy for the 

villas themselves. Occasional examples of flint building 

are also found at Margate., Ramsgate (especially the 

St. Augustine Abbey area), Broadstairs, Littlehampton and 

Great Yarmouth- 

In pre-1914 Torquay, the white/pink Devonian limestone 

was widely used for both house and garden wallingg though 

much is concealed by stucco. Another limestone2 the grey 

Carboniferous limestone., was widely used in pre-1914 Weston 

Super Mare and Clevedon and to a lesser extent in Penarth. 

Torquay has its Devonian limestone., and Paignton 

(physically joined to Torquay) its New Red Sandstone, but 
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the flow 01C these waterials across the administrative 

boundary has been slight. In Paignton, for instanceý, the 

use of Devoinian limestone is restricted to occasi-inai garden 

walls - vvith yellow brick trim -a couple of Late Victorian 

schools and churches, and places where a resistant stone is 

essential such as sea walls., kerbstones and railway viaducts. 

The New Red Sandstone, rarely seen in Torquay,, is2 at 

Paignto. n., seen in two distinct periods of building. The 

first is the pre-resort perLodt whose old,, sometimes 

thatched, houses are invariably of red sandstone. The 

second period is from 1370 to 1914 in which the sanustone is 

mainly used in the good class Meads-type house - where it 

replaces the red brick of the ground floor - and in public 

buildi-rags- Many of the stucco facades probably conceal walls 

of red sandstoneo however: it is not uncommon for a local 

building material to disappear behind stucco for perhaps 

60 to 70 years, and then reappear in High/Late Victorian 

building - 
(P 

-9()- 

Red brick at Paignton is mainly used in poorer-class 

Late Victorian terraces while yellow brick is mainly used 

in Late Victorian shopping terraces eg. Victoria Street. 

Both, however, are commonly used for "trimll. 

At Hunstanton, pre-1914 building used the local brovin 

carstone., with one significant exception - an area of red 

brick in the northeast corner of the toNm. In the Tithe 

Map of Hunstanton, al 1 the land of the present tovin area is 
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shov, u as ooned by the Lord of tjjC LIanor, &1-ý except one 

piece, Plot 174, which is Vicarial Glebe (an earlier gift 

of the Lord of the ! ýIanor) 'ýý', hen, in the li 360so the Lord 

of the iýlanor be, -an the development of his estate as a 

resort2 the local carstone was use(ý, probably because he 

insisted upon it. The development of the glebe, however2 

j, jas independent of this., for in the early 1900s., the church 

leased the land to a private builder. he employed a London 

architect to lay out this "Glebe Estate".. -Ath the result - 

typical end-of-century London red-brick suburbia. 

The carstone facades are of either cut blocks or rubble 

(sides and rear are usually of rubble). Trim is of 

freestone, (especially in earlier building eg. of the 70s) 

red brick or yellow brick. There is a tendency for red 

brick to become increasingly important výIth time, and by 

lg()O., some bay vdndows are red brick throughout. Roofs 

are of grey slate or red pantile. More than most building 

materials, the carstone lends itself to the ponderous styles 

of the Late Victorian period. This is also true of the 

granite used in Penzance and St. 1ves. 

The most important pre-1914 building material of Ventnor 

is a creamy freestone which comes from a band of rock at the 
(1) 

junction of the Chalk and Upper Greensand. As most of the 

(1) Much of the freestone was produced in the excavation 
of the site for Ventnor Station. 
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roofs are of grey slate., and as the freestone i, ýieýathers to 

a brovaiish grel.,,., much of the toikn appears drab. Relieving 

this rather insipid moiiotony,, ho-i; ever., are occasional 

buildings with red tiled roofs. These are of three types., 

(a) pre-1875 villas of freestone ivrith red brick trim and 

pantile roofs - markLeGly Italian in appearance, (b) schools 

and churches of freestone v,, -ith freestone trim, similarly 

a few large villas, and (c) Late Victorian red brick villas. 

In other freestone building, the trim is of red brick or 

freestone in poorer-class housing, ana of yellow brick2 and 

occasionally stucco in better-class housing. The freestone 

is also used. 9 though to lesser extent, in Sandown,, Shanklin 

and Ryde. 

Most of pre-1914 Fkbouth is of stone, though usually 

covered by stucco or pebble-dash. 'Me stone is schistose, 

and is used in either squared block or rubble form. Exposed 

brick is rare and is mainly used as trim to the few Meads- 

type houses and to Late Victorian public buildings. 

Some building materials have a regional distribution,, 

for example., the London-type stock brick in the Thames 

estuary resorts, the Accrington brick in the Lancashire 

resorts2 and a sandy brown Yorkshire Grit., also in the 

Lancashire resorts. 

In studies of local architectureo examples are often 

given of the ways in which local building materials 

influence the form of building. Usually, these studies 
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refer to the pre-nineteenth century builniM In resorts 
a 

with 
A 

Late Victorian stone phase, the outstanaing feature 

is the way in which fashionable building forms influence 

the use of local mt-, terials. Granite, limestone, carstone, 

sandstone2 flint, all are used to fit characteristic Late 

Victorian styles. 

In this section, the buildir). e, -material phases of several 

resorts are described. The first set of examples illustrate 

the way in which the social status of buildings determines 

the choice of building materials, and how these materials 

themselves acquire a social status. The second set 

illustrate the usefulness of buildin6 materials in indicating 

the nature of urban growth in both its areal and temporal 

aspects. 

In resort development, the most fashionable building 

materials at any one time are the most recent ones. When 

new ana thus fashionable building materials are introduced, 

their use is first generally restricted to better-class 

building. Poorer-class buildings., which either cannot afford 

the new materials or do not seek the 11prestige" that is 

associated Alth them, continue to use pre-e-, dsting materials. 

In time, however, the use of the new builcýjng material(s) may 

spread to all classes of building2 though expense may 

restrict its use to, perhaps., the frontal facades only. 
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Figure 26 - The 'social status' of buildinp 
materials. 
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These points are best uncerstooL if represented in 

diagrammatic foria. Fi&, ure 21'i., -,,. hich is based on 

ScarborouEh., shwis the use of buil6ink-, materials in various 

classes of builUing during the Late GeorgiLn period. One 

material only is used, a pini,, /red, hand-made bric! ý. kbout 

1800, stucco becomes fashionable and, in better-class 

building, displaces the red brick - at least on facades. 

In poorer-class building, hoviTever, the use of the red brick 

continues (Fig. 28B). In some "charige-oversl., the new 

material is used for all walling in better-class buildihg, 

and only in inferior builaing is it restricted to facadeso 

For several resorts, maps %ere constructed to show the 

distribution of building materials. The first of these maps 

to be described is that of Great Yarmouth (Fig. 29). All 

classes of building in the "old town", or rather what is left 

of it., Iiave red brick walls and red pantile roofs. (The 

evidence of very old houses shows that red brick was used 

for the facades of houses as early as 1630)- About 1800, 

yellow/vihite brick with grey slate roofing became the 

fashionable material, and it is this combination that is used 

in better-class Regency building, eg. the resort area by the 

shore., the merchants' houses in South Quay., and the recently 

built Regents Street. The Royal Naval Hospital (1809) is' 

also of yellow brick. In poorer-class buildin& immediately 

east of the 'told tpwn".. however2 (and behind the frontal belt 
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of better-class building) red brick continued to be used. 

Yellow brick, sometiwes vý-ith a Stucco ground floor, 

remained fashionable until replaced by red brick in the 

1870S., though it -,, as still used up to 1914 in the smaller 

terraces of the boarding house area on the north side of town. 

(The reason for the un-importance of stucco during the 1800 - 

1870 period is not clear; the same problem is met at Margate, 

Ramsgate and Lov; es-uoft). leanv, hile red brick continued to 

be used for the poorer-class housing area between the 11old 

town" and the yellow brick/stucco belt along the front. 

In the 1870s, red brick again became fashionable in Great 

Yarmouth, as diC. the red (flat) roofing tile. This is best 

seen in Norfolk Square (begun c. 1870). Towards the end of 

the centur, -,; ',, pink/buff terracotta was used with a rich brown 

brick in building north of Norfolk Square; it was also used 

in some byelaw terraces at the back of town. A slifht 

revival in flint building also took place about this time. 

The building map of Scarborough (Fig.,; ý; O), like that for 

Yarmouth., does not include the post-1914 to-6n or the core 

area. The most distinctive feature of this map is the 

discordance of frontal building - the stucco or hand-made red 

brick of the North Bayp and the stucco or stone of the South 

Bay. This is a result of discordance in age of building 

(Fig-5)- Another distinctive feature is the contrast in 

building materials between the better-class villa areas 

south of the core and the Poorer-class terrace areas north 
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of the core. For instance., the 1300-1ýý3, )o stjjcco and ashlar 

building of the Southcliff siae is not f0ujiýL on the north 

side (except along the froat) and this period is,, instead, 

represented by the Din'-': hand-made brick. 1'rom 1860 to 

189C),, the same building iaaterials are sliared , both sides, 

namely red bric. 1ý-., white brick 

OY(l) 

., 
and orange brick. Hovrever,, 

the mostly post-1390 "Meads'l cuwbi-nation of red brick., red 

tile etc. y wvhich is -,, ýeli represented on the south side and 

in the villa area at the back of the tow. n. is absent from the 

north side. (Incidentally., the "infilling1l of Meads-type 

buildin6 in., for instaiice, the Grosvenor Road area., reveals 

the 11infill" form of toi,, -n growth in thgarea). 

It is difficult to place the pre-1914 building materials 

of Scarborough in correct chronological order even if good- 

class building only is considered. It appears to be: 

Hand-made red brick. 

Stucco or Ashlar. 

Red brick. (Prince of Lales Terrace, 1360s) 

Orange IRA. (Royal Crescent, 1360s) Used to6ethe 

Mite brick. 

Stone. 

Neads" combination. 

(1) After 1890, red brick is used quite frequently, but 
the-white brick onliy sporadically. 



Figure 31 - The distribution of building . terialsý Sidmouth. 
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The building map of Sidmouth clearly shoý-; s the irregular 

distribution of Regency stucco villas (Fifý. 31). There are 

two small concentrations, hovever, one in the Elysian Fields 

area, p the other in the All Saints Road area - vi', here also 
(1) 

occurs a distinctive clot of brick Gothic villas. VýIholly 

exposed brick walLs are confined to the poorer terraces of 

the valley bottom. No such distinction, however, is found 

in the post-war building materials of good/poot---Iass houses. 

Nearly all have a wall covering of plaster, rouý; h-cast or 

pebble-dash - council house and villa alike. This is partly 

due to the frequent use of building blocks, manufactured in 

post-war years from the waste of the china clay industry., 

which requires a cover of rough-cast etc. The widespread 

use of these and other building blocks also helps to explain 

the general absence of exposed brick in several other 

southwest resorts, eg. Penzance and Falmouth. A wet and 

damp climate isý, perhaps., another factor in the general 

absence of exposed brick in these tovins. 

The social status of a certain building material, in this 

case red brick, is clearly demonstrated at Southend. Here., 

the first important resort building, the Royal Terrace (1790s), 

is of yellow brick,, and this brick remains fashionable until 

(1) VV(hen this distribution was related to the distribution 

of "strip fields" shown in a map of Sidmouth c. 1789, it was 
found that only one Georgian/Regency stucco building - 
Fortfield Terrace - overlapped the strip field areas. This 

suggests that these areas were not available for building in 

the early resort period, and helps to explain the irregular 
distribution of villas (thouh similar distributions are found 

in resorts with no such restrictions on building)- 
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We 140s when red 

status of this red 

evident. Its use 

especially schools 

goou-class housing 

the facade mi, ht bi 

brick becomes increasingly used. The 

brick betveen 1370 and 1914 is very 

tends to be restricted to public buijuiA s 

wL churches - large shop terraces and 
(all walls). In poorer-class housiMý, 

a of red brick, and the siae and rear 

walls of yellow stock brick. in the poorest-ciass houses, 

red bric', i is used for trim only. BY 1900., hoý: ýever,, some of 

t"hese earlier distinctions have become blurred., and soiue 
low-class terraces built aboutthis time might employ red 

brick for facades. 

The most striking contrast in builcing materials at 

Southend is found about half a mile ; ýest of the high Street. 

Here,, in the middle of an area of yellow brick terracing., is 

a very compact "inlier" of red brick villas. This contrLst 

is due to (a) the later date of the villa infill (the nearer 

the building towards 1914 the more likely red brick is to be 

used)., and (b) the better status of the villas which 

demanded the fashioXiable red brick. This villa area was 

originally a private park, as the street names iraply., which 

became available for building only after the surrounding 

land had been developed. A similar red brick flinlier" is 

found at Queens Park.. Brighton., a town whose building material 

phasing after 1870 is identical v, -Ith that of Southend. 
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The terraces about Queens Park are of yellm; stoc': ý br-'Lch.., 

but the houses frin,,, *ing the p&rk, because they arc- of 

better-class, are of red brick. The str-,, ýýle betiýeen yellow 

stock brick and red brick in the latuer 
, ecz. ýdes of the 

nineteenth century is &lso seen in the Thanet resc-, rts and 

Great Yarmo-oth. 

The Relationship between Building Material Phases 
and GrQi= EhjasQs. 

The usefulness of'building materials in the establislu-aent 

of phases of urban growth and the form of that groý,, -th is one 

of particular importance to the urban geogra-pher. 

At Penzance, if the pre-resort use olf' granite is ignored, 

three building material phases can be distin6uished: a 

stucco phases an exposed grýdiite phase and a non-., ýranite 

phase. The extents of these bu]-ldinL materials show a 

reasonable correspondence -ýýIth the three growth phases that 

a comparison of the 137b, 1906 and present editions of the 

bit OS maps reveals(Figs. 52AB). Closer correspondence 
_7 could probably be attained by choosiný_, ý different dates, for 

instance 1914 instead of 1906, but this is not possible. 

In any case, perfect correspondence could not be expected. 

The coincidence bet-,. -een the outer boundary of local stone 

building and the extent of the town in 1914 is very 

characteristic of towns using local stone., and was also 

noted in Hunstanton, Falmouth and Vý, Teston super Mareý 



Plate IV - Old houses and large Georgian houseq 
Penzance, 

Plate V- Typical Late Victorian housel Penzance* 
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Almost all post-1918 building at Penzance used a grey 

building block requiring a cover of pebble-dash or the like. 

In a few post-1945 public buildings, a pseudo-stone, grey in 

colour2 has been used, eg. for the police and ambulance 

stations. 

The varying use of granite deserves specia'L mention. In 

the old., pre-resort houses of Penzance, the walls are composed 

of irregular blocks of coarse-grained granite held together 

with 'Trabt'j a decomposed granite clay (Plate IV). In the 

occasional grand Georgian house, granite was used either for 

quoining., plinths and side walls where the facade is of red 

brick (usually painted white) or for the facade itself 

(Plate IV). 

For about seven decades after 1800, granite was still 

used but covered by stucco and cement. In the 1870s2 however, 

exposed granite again became fashionable and a typical 

example of this period is shown in Plate V. The facade is 

of squared coarse-grained grey granite blocks, with trim and 

quoining of a finer grained brownish granite - an 

interestin, g example of structural polychromy. Sometimes the 

same granite is used. for both wall and trim., the necessary 

distinction being achieved by having a smooth finish to the 

wallo and a rough finish to the trim. Sides and rear are of 

either rough granite blocks or red brick (a complete reversal 

of the relative status between brick and granite shown in 
Plate IV). 



Plate VI - Regency terraces, Penzance* 
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- red brick,, of ten w` th yellový, The chimney s are usually oL 

brick banc-ing - some oil the feý.,, examples of' exposea brick-v. ork 

in the tov,, n. The roof is of small., rati-ier thick., tiies 

which., lichen covered, lack the unpleasant 11 -iarLiý'iess of most 

nineteenth century slates. Though such a house is quite 

pleasing to the eye, the chief delights of Penzarce lie., 

however, in its humble Regency stucco terraces,, with their 

small, but well kept, front &ardens (Plate VI). 

A similar correspondence betvieen g rowth phase and buil6ing 

material phase is. shown by Weston super Mare (Fig. 20). kgain, 

however2 a better correspondence is prevented by the absence 

of a more convenient map. Thus in 181ý3, several poor-class 

stucco terraces had not yet been built. 

There , vas little pre-stucco building in Weston sul,, er Mare., 

and even less remains,, just the occasional brick house -aith 

red pantile roof. MuCh of the Stucco and ashlar - often used 

together on the same building - has gone owing to replacement 

by buildiný; more suited to commercial activities and to bomb 

damage. The lop-sided form of the Stucco area is partly due 

to the barrier function of the former railway stationp but 

more to the fact that the first main urban push was northviards 

around the bay. Post-1914 ninfilling" on 'v"Vorlebury Hill is 

indicated by the t1gaps" in the limestone area. 

(1) An excellent testimonial to the climate of the town. 



Platp VII - Typical Late Victorian villa, 
Weston super Mare. 
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u.,; e of ULac'..; tOric ck"tes i'ruw t1w, 

P1Llt, e VII 4 ty, t, ictÄ1 LQU: -, L, 0' t1. i. --, perioc. Tilf-, i- ý--, v 

is of Grey Amestone, 'whicli is usou in a "controlleu 

irreguiar" manner. A uistinctive feitizri, - of this iiout-, e, 

an(. A of mý-ny others., Is the richness in ornLmeiitutiun. This 

is mtde possible by the use of bath Stone, which, ertsily 

workedj, ulso accounts for the popularity of intricate CaL. Aes. 
The house described is cle4rly Jacobean/ElizaLetlian revival., 

! 
k%n6 1,. &s L red pantile roof to match the style. All Walls 

are of limestone in the early part of this Post-1870 period, 
but by 190C the use of reL brick for the si6e L. nd reý, r walls 

wL-s comwon. 
At Uie south end of tile tovn.. in the ý, ooiý-class Nlei. combe 

(6) 
e.. " t ate 

.9 
the oluestone is replaeod by u purplish "vulcunic" 

stone. SCiace 1914j, the limes', one hiis Leon used only 
tiiux4. h the buth &-., tozie was useu for public und 

commercial buildings eg. the ý-Lnter Uarkens and Police Station. ý 

The growtli phases of nineteentli century SwaniA, 6e ure best 

up, ruclLted by tile study of buil,; in+; watc-riLl uistribution 

(Fig.,, ý) . The first pluAse is an "all stone" phLSG Of the 

pro-resort town, and shows (a) the elongate form of the old 

town alone tiie Hi6h Street lip of a steep-sidoc valleyp and 

(b) the hamlet of helston. '., alls are entirely of Swanage 

Stone rubble (occusionblly with u spurse red brick trim) 

und the roofsv of grey stone alute (sometimes replaced by 

oroij. hry sltkto) * 

.4 
Ga, (1) The JOC&L flame. 

w6ot4, vv. 
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The second phase is denoted by the stucco area to the 

southeast of the old tovin. It represents the first resort 

expansion and is of pre-railway age. The third phase,, 

(1870-1914), d6notes the second resort expansion subsequent 

to the coming of the railway., and is represented by the 

return of exposed stone. In the keads-type stone villas., 

the roof is of red tile, while the upper ý.. ýalls of some houses 

are of pebble dash or pseudo-timbering, eg. the De Moulham 

Estate, the Durlston Bay area and New Swanage. In some 

villas the facade only is of stone., the other walls being 

of red brick. Other villas are of red brick with stone 
IW 

trim. 

In the, inter-war period stone was little used) but since 

19450 there has been a considerable revival in its use., 

notably in good-class private building and one recent council 

estate at Helston. 

The distribution of building materials can be used to 

indicate not only "infill" and strong frontal growth., as the 

maps of Scarborough and Weston super Mare show, but also 

other irregular forms of growth. The growth map of Hove 

(Fig. 11) shows the dual form of its early growth (i. e. 

pre-1875)0 and this can be seen very clearly pn the ground 

by the distribution of building materials. The tv,,,, o early 
P. 

(1) It is not uncommon to see mullions of bay windows made 
up of alternating bands of red brick and grey stone. 

I 
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areas of resort expansion are of stucco., iihile the block 

"infill" is of brick, mostly yellow brick. At Paignton, 

the boundary of the stucco/cement render area shows the 

dual nature of early resort growth, the one area about the 

front, the other about the old toývn - these t-ýýo areas 

separated by marshy ground later to become a public park. 

It has been already described how some resorts experienced 

markedly discontinuous growth (pa. 3tý ). This is often 

revealed in the clearcut juxtaposition of markedly different 

building materials - and building styles. For instance, 

the first burst of resort expansion at Ilfracombe occurred 

in the 1830s and 40s. It was a stucco phase, and is 

represented by the Baths (now the British Legion)., a 

neighbouring gothic villa, and hillside terracesy eg. 

Adelaide Terrace and Montpelier Terrace. The second burst 

commenced in the 1860so and is characterised by strongly 

coloured brickwork., eg. the Obacon and eggs" style., and red 

brick with yellow or black brick trim. Also popular in 

this second period was local stone, or Devonian Limestone 

with red or yellow brick trim. Stucco, however, was no 

longer used. 

At Bognor, the first resort expansion is denoted by 

(a) the red brick building of Late Georgian times - mostly 

in ItUpper Bognor"y and (b) the later (Regency) stucco phase 

in Lower Bognor. After a period of C-30 years in which 



iI 

Plate VIII - St Georges Terraceq Felixstowee (b, I827), j 

* 

- 

4 
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building activity virtually ceased., a secoiid burst of 

buil(Ang began in the 1860s. As in Ilfracombe, it is a 

brickviork phase., in this case yellový brick,, though sometimes 

with red brick trim eg. Park Terrace (adjacent to the stucco 

bow-fronted Marine Parade Hotel of the first phase). The 

disec, ntinuous growth of Herne bay is likewise reflected in 

a clear-cut stucco phase followed by a non-stucco phase. 

Stucco is a very useful index to the form and age of town 

growth, and in some seemingly modern resorts is a reminder 

of much earliery easily overlooked, resort*growth. At 

Felixstoweo whose growth really began with the red brick in 

the 1870so there are odd bits of stucco from the 1840s., 

while the inland St. Georges Terrace dates from the 1820s 

(Plate VIII). At Cleethorpes toop Highcliffe Terrace 

(much delapiuated) denotes the first resort stirrings in 

the 1840s. The stucco villas of Rhyl and New Brighton., 

some of them gothic, denote the first resort expansion in 

Early Victorian times. They also show, by comparison with 

later building, how the status of these two towns has changed. 

At Lytham and Southport the occasional stucco villa and 

terrace put back their resort beginnings into Regency times. 

In some resorts, stucco is virtually absent. At Whitby., 

there is a "Jump" from the red brick and red pantile of the 

"old town"y to the exposed brick of the first resort 

from 1850 onwards. A similar jump at 9t. Ives, Sheringham and 



Plate IX A. 

PLA 

Plate IX A. 
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Bexhill is longerp for the first resort expansion (non-stucco) 

in these towns is from 1870 onviards. Incidentally, the 

absence of stucco from St. 1ves is emphasised by its presence 

at Penzance.. ) only seven miles away., and it stresses the 

contrastýý resort histories of these towns. 

In other non-stucco resorts, there is no such jump for 

there is no "old town", eg. Colwyn Bay, VdAtley Bay, Skegness2 

Hunstanton and Newquay - all dating., as resorts., from the* 

1360s or 1870s- On the other hand2 Clacton, another resort 

beginning in the 1860s., has a small but distinctive stucco 

area in and about the core. It must be remembered that in 
en 

" few resorts tjie general abszece of stucco does not indicate 

" missing period of growth, eg. the Thanet resorts and Great 

Yarmouth (P- 2-61 )- 

Qf AXchi&ecjaaral Duolll&iop&r-v CIIAlag. L 
A subject that receives little attantion is the relationship 

between fashionable building styles and their degraded forms in 

poorerp and later, building. At Eastbourne, an attempt was 

made to study this relationship.. and one stylep the Italianatep 

was selected. 

The grand stucco Italianate terrace first appears on 

Eastbournels front about 1850. Two examples are shown in 

Plate IXA, one having a parapet to the facade, the other, 

overhanging eaves with supporting consoles. In the poorer 
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Plate IX D 

Plate IX C. 

Plate IX D 
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Plate IX B. 



Plate IX E. 

00 ý 

Plate IX F. 
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east side of thetowny humbler though obviously related forms 

are seen (Plates IXB and C). In Plate IXD., the Italianate 

influence is scarcely visible for the upper wall is of red 

brick and the consoles of the eaves have gone - though in an 

even more humble terrace (Plate IXD(l) ) the Italianate form 

is still clearly retained. In Plate IXE, the entire facade 

is of red brick, and only the bay window remains: in Plate 

IXF even the bay window loses its distinctiveness. 

It is suggested that all the above foms are relatedo that 

they form an architectural devolutionary chain. At first, the 

distinctiveness of the architectural style is obvious. 

Subsequentlyo however., the style is 'Nsled in less fashionable 

building; not only does architectural distinctiveness 

disappear but different building materials come in. 

Eventually, j perhaps fifty years after the initial use of the 

styleo there remains a poor-class terrace apparently unrelated 

to the fashionable terrace on the front - until the 

intermediate links in the chain are filled in. 

This chain concept, if valid., provides a way of linkJmg 

together in building of varying status,, architectural stylep 

building materials and social status, all of which are seen 

within the context of time. 

Part of the "poorer side" of Eastbourne is., thereforeq the 

architectural backwash of the "better side". Unfortunately, 

no precise dates.. can be given for the photographs used. The 

first oneo howeverp is about 1860 and the last one about 1900. 
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Plate X- Pre-19II+ and post JqJ4 pavilions, 
the Wellington Pierg Great Yamouthe 

ý L- A -rkE 

ty, 

Plate XI - The 'Italianatel style, Branksome Chineg 
Poole. 
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Few of the amenities of the pre-1870 period survives but 

the 1870-1914 period is strongly represented by kiosks, 

shelters, pier erections and trimmi S., pavilions and 

bandstands.. These are almost invaria bly mixtures of wood, 

metal and glass,, and in some strange way, they seem to sum 

up the richness,, the vulgarity and. thq securLty of Late 

Victorian Seaside England. -Particularly fine examples of 

this architecture are some frontal shelters at Southport and 

weymouth, q the pier shelters at Llandudno and the 'pavilions? 

of Bridlington (Floral Pavilion),, Ilfracombe and Great 

Yarmouth (Wellington Pier., Plate X) - all these looking like 

great glass houses - Blackpool (Central Pier)., Margate 

(the pier) and Eastbourne (The Winter Gardens) 

In the inter-war period, the wooden pavilion with 

balconiesp and turrets at each comer, becomes very popular 

for pierso eg. Southseav Penarth and Great Yarmouth (again 

the Wellington Pier., Plate X). On land, rather more sober 

styles were employed, of which two were especially popular. 

The first is the Italianate forms mainly for halls and 

shelters. 9 with pink brick. or plaste'r walls and 1, ow-pitching 

red pantile roofs with overhanging eaves,, eg. the White Rock 

Pavilion (Hastings)., the cliff-top amenity area (Ramsgate), 

the Marine Gardens (Worthing) and much of frontal building at 

Bournemouth (Plate 21). The second style is. the., 
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neo-classical frequently used for bandstands, eg. Southport 

and Worthing, and shelter colonnading, eg. Filey and 

Blackpool. 

Much of the rest of inter-war building consists of 

nondescript white plaster boxes. An outstanding exception, 

however, is the De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill, opened in 

1935 and marking a return to metal and glass though now 

with concrete. In such buildings can be traced the 

beginnings of present-day architectural styles. Also 

worthy of mention is the west beach amenity areas Folkestone, 

in which the layout and design of shop kiosks and amusement 

hall was carefully controlled by the Radnor Estate. This 

denoted an important trend in holiday amenity building that 

has been particularly evident in post-war development., 

namely the change from temporary., often shack-likes building 

to near permanento and carefully designed building. 

This trend is most e#ident in beach hut bu: Lld: Lrlg - In 

the past.. many beach huts were painfully temporary in forms 

collections of wood and canvas shacks, each differing from 

its neighbour. Very occasionally such shacks remains as 

at Mineheads.. but in most resorts, the Councils or beach- 

owning authoritys has exercised control (and usually much 

care) over the form of subsequent beach hut building. 

huts are no longer temporary in appearance but sturdily 

These 

built., either terrace units or detached. In Bournemouth, 



Plate XIII 

Plate XII - Beach-huts, Mablethorpe. 

Beach-huts, Tolcarne Beachs Newqu'lyo 
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Plate XIV - Post-war kiosks. Seaýurn (Sunderland). 

Plate XV - Post-war building to house tripper trading 
activities, Cleethorpese 
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a honey-coloured brick is used in such terrace units to 

harmonize with the yellow/brown sandy cliff slopes. The 

beach huts built in Mablethorpe to replace those swept 

away in the floods have roofs of corrugated asbestos which 

bring to mind the. frivolities of the Regency 1cottage orneel 

(Plate XII). Even more startling are remarkable terraced 

flights of beach huts at Newquay (Plate XIII). 

This tendency to replace shacks by better-designed, more 

permanent buildings is also apparent in the newly-provided 

frontal kiosks at Southend and Seaburn and Roker (Plate XIV). 

Perhaps most significant has been the building at Cleethorpes 

of a structure designed to house tripper activities, eg. 

cafes and amusement arcades (Plate XV). 

Few resorts have had the opportunity to employ the new 

styles of building - the not-too-old camot simply be pulled 

down to make way for the new. In those resorts where new 

building has been possiblep however, these new styles have 

shown themselves to be ideally suited to the seasideo eg. 

the modernised pier at Ventnor, and the new pavilion at 

Lowestoft. 

In most resorts., the greater part of pdat-war expansion 

has been in the form of council estate development; in many, 

it is a council est4te that first greets the visitor. it 

has been realised that these estates present excellent 



Plate XVI A- Post-war council housing2 Teignmouth. 
(Viewed from the front. ) 

fir 

Plate XVI B- The same housing viewed from the 
rear. 
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opportunities for putting into practice new ideas in 

building; more flexible layouts., communal frontal spaces., 
the revival of the terrace and its admixture with semi- 
detached and detached unitss the linking of houses by walls 
to provide continuity (and to hide the garden from the 

street observer)p the variation in colour - these are but 

some of the new ideas. Unfortunately problems remain; 
how to preserve the frontal green from the rampages of 
children, how to avoid the ugliness of back garden areas 
festooned with concrete posts and wire-netting fences. 

The importance of tree planting is accepted., but many 

estates have an unpleasant "bareness" that is only partly 
due to their newness. 

There is usually little variation in style between the 

council houses of resorts. Almost all have clean., simple 
lines.. with the maximum length of ridgeline. There are 

exceptions. At Teignmouthp hooded balconies, in pastel 

colours, bring to mindo and deliberately so., the elegance 

of Regency villas (Plate XVIj, XVIA)*. The general absence 

of pipes and other fittings on walls should be noted. At 

Rhos on Sea (Colwyn Bay), a similar gay note ideally suited 

to the seaside is struck by striped and brightly coloured 

hoods to doorways. A complete break-away from the usual 

post-war council house style is found at Gorleston (Gt. 
Yarmouth) 



Plate XVII - 'Cornish Unit' council housing, 
Weston super Mare. 

Plate XVIII - Traditional 
building styleg St Ives. 

Plate XVIII A- 
Council housing, 
St Ives. 

1: 
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where., over part of a vastestate, flat roofs, large plate 

glass windows and external wood panelling produce a style 

that is usually found only in the most fashionable private 

buildings 

A variation of considerable importancelespecially in 

southwest England, is the "Cornish Unit" council house. 

This is built unit fashion from pre-shaped blocks. Any 

length, p and any number of storeys can be built. It is 

much used at Weston super Mare (Plate XVII). 

Witb regard to building materials., a feature of post-war 

council housing is the revival of exposed brickwork2 though 

rough-cast, pebbledash and similar wall covers continue to 

be very popular. 

Distinctive styles in council housing are found when 

traditional styles are copied and/or traditional building 

materials used. At St. Ives., for instance, a traditional 

building feature is slate-hanging, and many granite house. 
?I&, t, Y. .4 %%1 

walls of the old town are thus partly covered (3149 IS - 
platc Kytil A 

This feature is found in an inter-war council estate (W*=I&)i 

and in a few good-class private houses. At Whitbyp in 

the council estate along the Ropewalk., the red brick and 
P18j, KI% 

pantile style of the old town is aped (2#=I*)- 

(1) These blocks are made from the waste of the china 
clay industry. 



Plate XIX - Council housing in the traditional 
style, Whitby (East Side). 

0 
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Acý 
The 1949 Housing 

A gave the Ministry of Housing power to 

allot a special grant to local authorities using local 

building. In stone for coumoi. j estate and other pj'bj 

one of its council estates., that at Helston.. Swanage has 

taken advantage of, this grant by using Swanage Stone. 

Certain traditional building features are also retained., 

eg. semi--aormer windows with flat roof S. The grey stone 

slate traditionally used forroofs is replaced., however., 

bv chocolate coloured tiles. 

If the study of building materials did no more than 

contribute towards the appreciation and analysis of 

townscape., such study would still be worthwhile, to the 

urban geographer. However., other equally important uses 

have been already indicated. The distribution of building 

materials canp and oftendqeso-reveal the nature of, town 

growth in'a clearer manner than could the study of a set 

of maps showing the built-up area at various dates. S uch 

maps often conceal important breaks in town growth owing 

to the commonly inconvenient dates of survey and 

publication. In contrast the use and distribution of 

building materials clearly emphasise such breaks. 
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CHAPTER SIX : 

RESORT 'CORES' AND SUBSIDIARY SHOPPING AREAS 

The 'Core' Area of Resorts 

The 'core' area of resorts is of especial interest 
because its structure and location are influenced by 
factors peculiar to resort towns. The term 'core' refers 
to the main shopping/business (and usually entertainment) 
area which functions throughout the year and upon which the 
resident population is dependent. It therefore excludes 
areas of seasonal trading on the front. These are more 
conveniently studied separately. 

The criteria used in delimiting the 'core' are: 
(a) Continuity of business facades at ground-floor level. 
(b) The residential/non-residential boundary, also at 

ground-floor level. 
(a) Specialisation of service offered. 
(d) Personal judgement. 

The first two criteria were usually found to be adequate 
in the delimitation of the 'core' area, but where shopping 
streets of considerable length led into the 'core', con- 
sideration had to be given to the type of service offered. 
Even thent the boundary had sometimes to be drawn by the 

exercise of personal judgement. 

The core' as thus defined and delimited is a functional 

area. Its relationship to any 'old town' centre, a mor- 
phological areal is examined later (P. 110). 

Position 

The core of a resort is characteristically located 



Figure 31+ - The characteristic location of resort cores* 
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adjacent to, and immediately behind, the frontal strip of 
holiday shops, hotelsq boarding houses and private houses. 
An 'inner core', however, usually denoted by the position 
of chain stores, may occupy an inland' position, as at 
Mineheadp Ryde and Eastbourne. The core is laterally, 
but only rarely 

( 
transversely, symmetric to the built-up 

area (Fig. 34). 

In several resortaq however, the core is clearly 
separated from the frontal strip, and occupies an 'inland' 
location. At Whitley Bayq Penzanceq. Ilfracombe 

, 
and 

Shanklin, the position. of the core has been determined by 
the inland location of the pre-resort settlement j2)lu an 
old-established 'through' route (Figs. S., 328JýOA)., At Exzouth, 
Littlehampton and Great Yarmouth,. it has, been determined 
by the inland location of the pre7resort settlement alone 
(Fig#-85 The cores of Shanklin, Littlehampton and, 
Great Yarmouthq incidentallyp are transversely symmetric 
to the built-up area. The influence of pre-resort settle- 

ments and roads upon core. location and development is 

studied in detail later (P. 109). 

-Another possible cause of 'inland' core location is 

planning control. The main shopping-centre at Saltburn 

was probably sited to straddle the inland' railway station, 

while at Shankling any tendency towards coastward migration 
by the core - separated from the Front by a belt of hotels 

and boarding-houses - has been prevented through the 

controlling influence of the White-Popham Estate. 

A second modification to the characteristic location of 
the core is where the core is not laterally 

(1) A core laterally symmetric to the built-up area is 
not, however, necessarily laterally symmetric to the 
distribution of town population. 
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symmetric to the town area. In small resorts, such 
'offsetting' can occur without disadvantage, for the core 
remains easily accessible from all parts of the town, 
e. g. Cromer and Sheringham. Temporary or permanent 
'offsetting' may be caused by the building of a large 
housing estateg for instance the Holland-on-Sea area at 
Clacton, the 'East Side' bungalow area at Rhyl - though 
here, compensating westward expansion has been restricted 
by the River Clwyd and adjacent low-lying ground - and the 
working-class Morehall and Cheriton areas at Folkestone. 
Undoubtedlyt the need for a central position for the core 
has been lessened in this century by (a) the provision of 
purpose-built subsidiary shopping-centres in new resi- 
dential estatest and (b) the coming of the motor-car, bus 
and tram - minimising any original disadvantage that an 
#offset' core might have experienced. 

The core, as defined on P. 105, rarely reaches the front. 
This is notq however, the outcome of an unsuccessful 
struggle by the core against holiday shops and hotels which 
have more urgent claims to frontal location and thus are 
prepared to pay higher rents etc. It must not be assumed 
that this latter group are forcing the core to take a 
'back seat'. There are other reasons why a frontal location 
for the core would be undesirable, besides the economic 
'urgency of claim' already mentioned. Firstq a frontal 

core would be one-sided, and thus elongate, lacking the 

desirable compactness of an 'interior' two-sided shopping 

street. Secondlyt great inconvenience would be caused to 

shoppers during the holiday season by crowded pavementag 

queues etc. Thirdlyq a frontal core, because of its 

marginal locationg would be badly placed to serve the 

permanent residential population. Lastly, any increased 

trade resulting from a location on the front would be 

restricted to the holiday season, a mere three or four 



Figure 35 - Core location, 

A Best position for core to serve permanent 
residential population, period visitors 
and other visitors. 

Best position to serve permanent residential 
population and period visitors* 

C Best position to serve permanent residential 
ipopulation. 
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months out of twelve. 

Even if the 'urgency of claim' factor were not 
operative and public and private planning authorities 
offered no objections, the core would probably still 
retain its present characteristic location. 

The core derives trade from both permanent-residential 
and visitor populations, though their relative importance, 
in terms of yearly income, varies with the type of shop 
and its location within the core. The core is faced, 
therefore, with the problem of taking up the best location 
to exploit these two types of customer. The usual solution 
is the characteristic position referred to earlier. This 
is clearly a compromise (Fig-35). In large resorts, a 
second solution is employed by duplicating shopping 
activities. Thus Blackpool has Woolworth's and'Marks and 
Spencer's stores on or near the front as well as an 
, inland' suite of such shops. Morecambeq toog has a 
frontal and inland Woolworth's. In both towns, Burton's 

occupies a frontal corner-site, as does the recently 
built Woolworth's at Rhyl. This type of site also 
represents a compromise. 

It is evident that the major chain-store concerns, in 

an endeavour to enjoy the best of two resort worlds, are 
either duplicating their 'inland' shops along the front 

or occupying strategic corner-sites. It will be inter- 

esting to observe the further development of this trend. 

Location and Form of the Core 

The location, shape and orientation of the resort core 
will now be considered in detail, and in relation to the 
pre/early-resort settlement, roadsq-the railway and planning 
control. 
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1. The Influence of Pre-Resort Settlements and Roads upon 

the Location and Form of Resort Cores 
A fundamental principle of urban geography is 'old- 

established settlements and roads tend to attract com- 

mercial activities! 
(') 

Why is this so? 
In the case of old-established (pre-reBort) settlements, 

this affinity can be explained in several ways. First, as 

the core requires a central location, and as urban growth 

is usually accretionary to a pre-existing nucleus (where 

present), the position of the latter is likely to coincide, 

more or less, with the desired core location. Secondly, 

the pre-resort nucleus will have its own shops, which tend 

to remaing geographical inertia sometimes counter-balancing 

any slight disadvantage of situation. Shop attracts shop, 

and the core expands. Thirdly, the pre-resort settlement 

was probably the focus of a local pre-resort road pattern, 

thus possessing a degree of nodality favourable to core 

development. Lastly, new urban accretioneg with a resi- 

dential function initially maintained by restrictive 

covenants9 look to the nucleus for the provision of 

services, and it is here that the new shops are established, 

not in the newly-built areas. 
(2) 

In the case of old-established (pre/early resort) roads, 

the tendency towards commercialisation is explained in two 

main ways. First, old-established roads, now incorporated 

within the town area, originated in a rural not an urban 

contextq and provided the essential links in the rural 

town settlement pattern, e. g. linking village to village, 

village to church, village to sea and beach. Thusq because 

(1) Thi's principle has already been employed to account for 
the inland' locations of certain cores (P. 106). 
(2) This refers to the pre-1890 period. After this date 
the provision of purpose-built shopping areas in newly 
developed residential estates becomes a frequent occurrence. 
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many of these early roads were 'through routes', they have, 

in this automobile age, become major traffic thoroughfares. 
As such, they tend to become commercialised in accordance 
with another principle, that 'major circulation routes tend 
to attract commercial activities'. Though early resort 
roads are of urban origin, they also tend to be the more 
vital and therefore 'through' roads. 

(')The 
second reason is 

that old/early roads tend to attract early building - there 
is no problem, nor cost of road provision - and this 
building attracts commercial activities through the operation 
of the 'age' factor referred to at the end of the preceding 
paragraph. Of course, most pre-resort settlements were 
either along, or at the end of, old-established 'through' 
roads. 

- The various relationships between core location and pre/ 
early roads and settlements can be sijmmarised as overleaf. 
These categories are now considered. 

It has been argued that coincidence between the core and 
the pre-resort settlement is to be expected, and in twenty- 
three of the twenty-nine resorts with pre-existing settle- 
ments, this coincidence occurs. In twelve of these twenty- 
three resorts the core is contained with the area of the 

pre-resort Bettlementq but in the remaining eleven, it is 
either larger than the pre-resort settlement, or embraces 
only part of it. This latter relationship can be explained 
in several ways; the original settlement may have been too 

small (as at Bridlington and Redcar), its site may have been 

unsuitable for large modern stores (Folkestone and Swanage), 

similarly its irregular lay-out. Some settlements were 
simply too coastal (Sheringham) or too far inland (Minehead). 
The influence of a railway station or of planning control 
are further factors. 

The development of a secondary road pattern is mostly 



III 

A Classification of the Relationships between Core Location 

and Pre/Early Resort Roads and Settlements 

A. Where pre-resort settlement involved with 
core 

(i) By itself. 
(ii) Plus town expansion. 

(a) where pre-resort more important. 

Resorts with 
(b) where expansion more important. 

pre-resort B. Where the pre-resort settlement is not 
settlement involved 

C. Where long-established road involved with 

core 

------ 
(i)- Plus pre-resort settlement. 
(ii) By itself. 

Resorts with 
(iii) Plus town expansion. 

no pre-resortD. The remainder 
settlement (i) Planned/controlled growth. 

(ii) Unplanned/uncontrolled growth. 

N. B. Details of the analysis are given in Appendix I 

through the building of estate blocks which, in the almosT- 
certain absence of co-operation between estate builders, are 
unlikely to produce any important 'through' roads of any 
length (though some may emerge quite fortuitously). On the 
other hand, in controlled town growth, new 'through' roads 
may be built - even replacing the pre-resort 'through' 
roads, as at Southport. 
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In a few resorts, the core does not coincide at all with 
the pre-resort settlement - though the latter probably has 
its own sprinkling of shops. At Filey, the Church Ravineg 

along whose southern edge the old village was sited, has 

acted as a barrier to northward extension of the town - 
possibly supported by restrictive land-ownership north of 
the ravine. Instead, nineteenth-century expansion was 
entirely southwardsp and in sympathy with this non- 
concentric growth, the core developed south of the old 
village (Fig-36). 

The old village area of Paignton, though adjacent to the 

core and with shopping activities of its own, is clearly 
separated from the core. Here, the inland position of the 

village (half a mile from the front) and the siting of the 

railway station to the east have been the main factors in 
the eastward movement of 'business' focal points. At 

Morecambeg toog the original settlement of Poulton Le Sands 

is marginal to the core. This can be explained by refer- 

ence to the growth map of Morecambe (Fig. 42) which shows 
the old village to be marginal to the 1914 town and thus 

poorly placed for core development . Another 

probable cause was the south-westward pull of the railway 

station on commercial activities. At Morecambe certainlyt 

and Paignton probably, purpose-built shops in the newly- 
formed area around the old village were an added inducement 

to traders to leave their old town' shops or set up 

branches. 

- The map of Hastings in 1872 (Fig. 6) shows the remarkable 

form of its growth, the 'old town' being marginal to, and 

almost separated fromg subsequent resort expansion. 

Inevitablyq business activities moved westwards from the 

told town, in sympathy with the direction of growth, a 

process facilitated by the absence of a railway station 
in the 'old town'. 
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Pre- and early resort roads often have an influence 

upon core location similar to that of old settlements. At 
Whitley Bay and Lowestoft, both road and settlement are 
embraced in core development (Classification C (i)) but in 

contrasting manner. The old road at Whitley Bay, linking 

near-coastal settlements, follows a winding route, and the 

old settlement - the hamlet of Whitley - coincides with 
the centre of the core (Fig. 2). At Lowestoft, however, 
the relevant road is more recent and straight, and the 
, old town' marginal to the core. 

An interesting example of how the combination of old 
road and settlement has influenced core location, though 
in a manner very different to the above, is provided by 
Ryde and Torquay. In Fig8-37A and 37B, the immediate 

pre-resort road and settlement pattern is shown, consisting 
in both cases of a 'parent' inland village and a coastal 
fishing settlement connected by road. During Regency timesq 

Ryde underwent much expansion as a resort. The track 

across a field (Fig-37A) was replaced in the 1800s by a 

new road - aptly named Union Street - lined by the white 

stucco facades of private houses. This road is now the 

main shopping streetp and though modern shop-fronts line 

the street at ground-floor level, the stucco facades of the 

original houses can still be seen in the upper storeys. 

At Torquay alsog the inter-settlement link has become 

the main shopping street; it, too, is called Union Street. 

There are differences however. At Torquay the position 

of thp 'link' was topographically determined, for it 

followed the valley base of the river Fleet -. a stream now 

culverted and forming part of the town drainage system. 

Also, the inland 'parent' village of Torre is marginal to I 
the core. The railway station here has undoubtedly confirme 
the strategic importance of Union Street. At Ryde, none of 

these features are found. There is no topographic 
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Plate XX - Typical Late Victorian/Edwardian 
shop terrace, Clacton on Sea. 
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control. (l)The inland village forms part of the core and the 

railway station is sited on the front. 
Several resorts had no pre-existing nucleus of settle- 

ment (Class C (ii) and (iii)). In some, the core is 

virtually confined to a pre/early resort road, for instance, 
Mablethorpe, Felixoto*e and Whitstable - the core road of 
the latter resort being a turnpike,. In others, the core 
also embraces part of the subsequent resort expansion 
(Class C (iii)), e. g. Colwyn Bay - the 'road' involved 
being another turnpike - Shanklin, Sandown, Southend, Rhyl 

and Bournemouth. In this latter group can also be placed 
those resorts whose influential roads, though not of pre- 
resort age, appeared early in the town's growth, e. g. 
Worthing and Southport. 

The last group are resorts in which neither pre-resort 
settlement nor pre-resort road influenced core location. 

In most of these, growth was planned, or at least controlled 
(Class D (i)), often givinE to the core a spaciousness, 

elegance and Itidyness' rarely found in other resorts9 
for instance, Clacton (Pl-ýx% ), St. Annes and Llandudno. 

2. The Influence of the Railway upon Core Location 

In his attempts to prove the influence of the railway 

upon town development, the geographer often cites, as 

evidence, the town itself - its morphology, land-use and 
iythm of erowth. Unfortunately the use of such evidence 

usually involves assumptions that are not always warranted. 
For instance, it might be hastily assumed, after reference 
to Fig-38A, that the siting of the railway station had been 

the main factor in the location and development of the 

principal shopping street. Yet it is possible that the 

converse is true: the siting of the station determined by 

(1) Though the location of Upper Ry-de was possibly 
determined by a spring line. 
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jqI Figure 38 - The influence of the railway upon core developmento 



115 
the intensive commercial activities along this street and 
simply confirming, not creating its pre-eminence. Perhaps 
the street was an old-established road, likely to become 
commercialisedv station or no station. (This was a very 
common situation, see P. 118 On the other hand, the 

situation illustrated in Figure 38B provides clearer 
evidence for regarding the siting of the station as a 
factor of primary importance. 

The manner in which the railway station influences the 
location and form of the core must now be examined. 

The station usually has one or two main approaches. 
These form important elements in population circulation, 
especially the approach from the core, and thus are desir- 

able locations for business establishments, provided the 

siting of the station allows its approach to enjoy the 

advantages of a central location etc. 
A criticism of this interpretation is that the 'time- 

overlap, between periods of maximum circulation to and 
from the station - the 'rush hours' - and the business 
hours of shops and offices, is too slight to warrant the 

significance given to railway stations in this matter. 
Applied to the present day, this appears a valid criticism; 
certainly many stations are remarkably idle between 'rush 

hours'. On the other hand, throughout the latter half of 
the nineteenth century - when most cores were undergoing 
vigorous development - the railway played a more important 

part in town life than in this motor-car and bus age. The 

station was used far more during 'business hours' than 

today, and exertedq thereforel a greater influence upon core 
development. Alsov proximity to the station would be an 

added advantage to shops etc. in the receipt and dispatch 

of goods. The relationship between station and core is 

often a product of the past rather than of the present. 
The influence of the railway will now be considered in 
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more detai. 19 and under four headings: 
(a) Non-applicable cases, the station being too far 

inland, too coastal, or too marginal. 
(b) Where the station has had no apparent effect upon 

core devdlopment. 
(0) Where the influence of the station is inseparable 

from that'of other factors. 

(d) Where the station has had an obvious effect upon 
core development. 

Resorts with the station too far inland are Ventnor and 

Ilfracombeq both having a station perched high above the 

towng Filey9 Folkestone, Ramsgate, Sidmouth, Sandown and 

Great Yarmouth. At Minehead, Dawlishp Cleethorpest Ryde 

and Fleetwoodg the station is too coastal, being sited on 

the front. In several of the aboveg the station will #awe 

have had a slight confirmatory action upon the core posi- 

tion. The stations of Hunstanton and Colwyn Bay are also 

frontalg but here, as the coming of the railway and the 

commencement of town growth were simultaneous, the station 

is more intimately bound up with the core's development. 

The stations of Falmouth, Margate and Tenby were too 

marginal to the pre-1914 town - especially to the 'old town' 

area - to influence, core development, this being accentuated 

at Tenby by the inland site of the station. 
In a few resortag the station, though conveniently placedv 

has had no apparent effect upon the core. At Weymouthv it 

has failed to draw the core from its 'old Town' and river- 

side location (Fig. 71 ). and at Whitstable, from its pre- 

resort road (High Street) location. At Redcar and Lytham, 

the station has failed to reorientate an east-west elongate 

core whose form and location reflects that of the pre-resort 

settlement. (Though admittedly at Redcar, a feebly developed 

transverse shopping prong leads from the station to the 

froit, while at'Lytham, an east-west core beat serves the 

town's squashed shape (Fig., 39)). 
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Numerically Most important are resorts in which the 
influence of the station cannot be separated from that of 
other factors. Undoubtedly, the station has, in all these 

cases, confirmed the commercial superiority of the road 
leading seawards from itt but its importance in helping to 

create this superiority cannot be assessed. 
(') 

The table on the following page list all resorts in this 
last category whose station serves a main Bhopping/business 
streetq and its purpose is to indicate other factors of 
probable significance in the core's development. These 
'other factors' suggest the recognition of four groups, 
and these are considered in turn. 

In resorts whose growth was planned and/or controlledq 
and in which the coming of the railway was simultaneous 
with theýcommencement of town building, the existence of a 
main shopping street tied to the railway station is 

probably the deliberate result of planning policy - the 

controlling body appreciating the strategic importance of 

''the station-beaoh link. In such cases, the station has 

played a primary role in core location, though in a 
specialiBed and indirect manner. Thus Bexhill and Skegness 

migUt justifiably be placed with those resorts in which the 

railway had an obvious effect (Pe. 115 It is probable 
that'St. AnneB could be similarly placedq though the core- 

station relationship is modified here through the main 

station-beach link being initially developed, as a-resid-en- 
tial road. Much of the spaciousness of this link has been 

determined by the original frontal garden space of houses. 

At Felixstoweq planning control, the deliberate foster- 

ing of Hamilton Road as the main shopping street? could not 
be provedq butý in view of the part played by a Col. Tomline 

(1) Detailed researches into early newspapers and direc- 
tories might show more clearly, in some cases the relation- 
shipabetween. the ooming of the railway,, the siting of ,, tlze 
station, and the development of the core. 



Bexhill 
Group Skegness 

I St. Annes 
Felixstowe 

Rhyl 
Southend 
Mablethorpe 
Worthing 
Sheringham 
Portheawl 
Torquay 

Group Broadstairs 
Il Morecambe 

Bridlington 
Scarborough 
Newquay 
New Brighton 

Whitby 
Penzance 
Exmouth 

GrouP Littlehampton 
III Weston S. M. + 

Brighton 
Group Blackpool 

IV Lowestoft 
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Planning Adjacency Adjacency to 
control OER/ER to old town expanding core 

x 
x 

? 
? OER 

OER 
OER 
OER 

ER 
OER/ER 
OER 
OER 
OER 
OER 
OER 
OER 
OER 

ER 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

ER 
x 
x 

OER Old-established road (of at least pre-resort age) 
ER Early resort road 
+ The original station 

(who owned 4,000 acres in the town area) in the early 
development of Felixetowe, the existence of such control was 
likely (Fig. 67). 
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Most common are resorts whose station-front link follows 

an old-established/early resort road, the road upon which 
much of the town's early development often pivoted (Group 

II). In this group, and in Group I (described above), the 

station-front link is transverse to the front. The one 
exception is Newquay, whose shopping street is parallel to 
the coast (Fig-58). 

The third group (III) are resorts in which the station 
is adjacent to either the pre-resort settlement or the 

very early resort area. In these resorts, the station has 

undoubtedly helped the 'old/early resort town' retain its 

core function. 

The last group (IV) consists of resorts requiring special 

consideration. In a large resort, the station-front link - 
unless the station be well inland - is likely to be involved 

in the core's expansion simply because it is central to the 

town and marginal to a rapidly expanding core. Thus 

Brighton's station-front link, Queen's Roadp was likely to 

become commercialiBed without being served by a station. 

It is, perhapsp significant, that many of its commercial 

premises are offices - for which a station-approach location 

has no advantage. Talbot Road, Blackpool, may be similarly 

regardedg especially as it appeared early in the town's 

development. It is, however, a shopping street. 
In some resorts, the railway station has had an obvious 

effect upon core development. Least important are cores 

modified only in detail by the station - for instance, the 

growth of a small commercial 'prong' connecting station to 

main shopping street, as at Herne Bay (feebly developed)t 

Deal (Fig. 12)9 Whitley Bay, Teignmouth and Llandudno. 

'Prong' growth at Llandudno, however, is equally well 

developed in other streets leading to the main shopping 

street. 

Most important are station approaches which form part, 

or the whole, of the main shopping street (Figs. 40A9Bto). 
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Shanklin's station approach, Regent Street, is flanked by 
two old-established through routes to Sandown. Yet this 

station apDroach, created by the railway and not even a 
through road, forms part of the main shopping artery. At 
Eastbourneq the coming of the railway also caused the 

creation of a new road, which has become the main shopping 
street - in spite of an old-established road and pre-resort 
settlement (South Bourn) on its western flank. A similar 
example is seen at Bognor. In fairness, however, it must be 

noted that the new road at Eastbourne provided a convenient 
'short out' to the front, and that at both Eastbourne and 
Shanklinp planning control probably influenced shopping 
street development. 

The old High Street, Swanage, along whose sides the linear 

pre-resort settlement was sited, is now subsidiary in its 

shopping activities to the main shopping streets of the 

Station and Institute Roads. This shift in emphasis can be 

justifiably attributed to the siting of the railway station 

at the head of Station Road - at the time,. a track leading 

to a brewery upon whose site the station now stands (Fig-33). 

The more suitable physical site offered by these roads for 

shopping activities - they are much flatter than the High 

Street - must also be taken into account, however. 

The'main shopping streets at Faignton are tied to the 

station -a station which, as old prints show, was sited 
in the midpt of the fields and marshy ground which originally 
Jay between 'Old Paignton' and the beach. The track which 

crossed these fields in linking station to beach has becone 

one of the main shopping streets - Torbay Road. It is, 

however, heavily Itripperised'. 

It is tempting to cite Clacton as another example of 

railway influence upon the coreq for its station approach is 

the town's main office area; it also possesses some shops. 

Here, however, a more important factor was probably the 
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Figure 41 - The street pattern about 
the main Station - Front road link, 
Brighton. 
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building of the Town Hall in Station Road in the thirties. 

For many offices, proximity to the Town Hall is desirable. 

It is significant that the pronged expansion from the hub 

of Clacton's core - along Station Road and the High Street - 
has occurred on the same side as the great inter-war 

residential growth at Holland-on-Sea. 

The map of Portsmouth and Southsea opposite P. 64 shows 
the position of a former branch railway line and station. 
Adjacent to the station site is a small shopping area - 
mostly holiday shops - whose initial development was 

possibly r-elated to this station. Another railway 'hangover' 

is suggested by Northumberland Street, Morecambe, the town's 

only distinctive office area. Well removed form the shopping 

coreq though adjacent to the entertainment and amusement 

areat this road once-led to one of the town's railway 

stations (since demolished)'and its part-commercialisation 

may have been due to this. 

In conclusiong two general remarks upon core-station 

relationships. Firstq because of its strategic importance, 

the station-front linkt or station-core link, is usually a 

direct linki a straight road throughout most or all of its 

length. This facilitates circulation and makes the road 

suitable for commercial activities, in contrast to the 

disjointed road patterns usually found on either flank, e. g. 

Brighton (pig. 41)- Secondly, the'stream of visitors. 

especially day-trippers inclined to be somewhat noisy in the 

eveningg to and from the station, must tend to drive out any 

private residential function initially possessed by the 

station approach and pave the way for its replacement by the 

less p articular, less sensitive shops and offices. It may 
be noted that heavy traffic along a main 'through' road will 
tend to drive out any private residential function in a 

similar manner. 

0 
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Classification of Resort Cores 

The basis of this classification (overleaf) is the shape 

and orientation of the core. Further division is made 

according to the core's relationship to old roads and 

settlementst and to the railway station. It is a classi- 
fication of convenience only, applying specifically to 

resort cores, and it is not suggested that it applies to 

cores generally. 

Core Migration 

The core shows considerable mobility in its locational 

adjustments to changing circumstances. This was especially 
true in the nineteenth century and for two reasons: 
(a) In this period, the core was more sensitive to changeaq 

its central location more essential than today (P. 107). 

(b) This period witnessed many great changesq the coming of 
the railway (specifically the siting of the station) and the 

building of new straight roads and large terrace blocks - 
the first flush of urban expansion being of greater signi- 
ficance than the addition of a council-house estate in 

present times. It witnessed, also, the building of the 

pierg which often created or confirmed focal points in 

frontal activities and gave the street leading to it special 
importance. 

The migration might be completep the transference of all 

core activities from one area to another, or, less spectac- 

ularly, a shift in the focus of core activities -a focus 

usually indicated in old town areas by the p6sition of the 

marketv and in modern towns, by the large chain-stores. 
The most obvious examples of bodily shift are where, in 

pre-resort times, the dominant settlement - usually with 

parish church - was located slightly inlandq from a half to 

one and a half miles from the coast, e. g. Bridlington, 

I 



CLASSIFICATION OF RESORT CORES 

UNILINFAR CO 

A. Anxular to the Fr ont. 

Importance of road Torquay 
linking inland and Ryde 
coastal settlement 

Skegness 
St. Ames 
Rhyl 
Southend 
Mablethorpe 
Felizotowe 

Served by railvay Porthcavl 
station. Sheringhaz 

Paignton 
Eastbourne 

Others Whitstable 
BriTbau 

t 

Minehead 
1ý1 

B, Par lel to the Fr ont, 

Imnortance of pre- 
r ort settlement 
and road. 

Iýnnortance of X" 

pro-resort settlement 

Planning control. 

Others. 

Newquay 
Ilfracombe 
Whitley Bay 
Lowestoft 
Ventnor 
Sbjanlrl in 
Sandown 
Bournemouth 

Lythain 
Redcar 
Falmouth 
West Cowes 

St IV03 
Deal 

Tankerton 
Southport 
Llandudno 

Planning 
control. 

Importance of 

pro-resort road 

Pro/Early resort road 
plus pro-resort 
settlement 

Pro-resort road 
plus later road 

Reflect linear form 
of village. 
Reflect linear form 
of settlement along 
estuary* 

Northdown (Margate). 
Fleetwood. 
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higher ground 

Others 

Great Yarmouth 
Littlehampton 
Exmouth 
Cromer 
Tenby 
Whitby 
Margate 
Poole 
Teignmouth 
Sidmouth 
Cleethorpes 

Ramsgate 
Broadstairs 
Penzaace 
Bognor 
Worthing 

Bridlington 
Weymouth 

, 
Herne Bay 

Hove 
Filey 

, 
Penarth 

fclacton 
tBexhill 

Blackpool 
Weston super Mare 
Morecambe 

Folkestone 
Brighton 

Inland, adjacent 
to river. 
Adjacent to 
parish churcho 

Adjacent to 
harbour 

Reflect form of 
pre-resort settlemeat* 

Reflect form of pre/ 
early resort roads* 

Ge0jrgiano 

Regency/E. Victorian., ý 

Hunstanton Tied to station 
Colvyn Bay Planning 
Saltburn control 

Aberystwyth Railway causing 

, 'Swanage 

I 
core migration* 
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Eastbourne, Clacton, Southend and Bexhill. Subsequent 

resort expansion at the coast, perhaps around a small 
fishing settlement, eventually engulfed the inland settle- 

ment - though it too, probably formed a subsidiary nucleus 
for expansion. Even before its engulfment, the inland 

village loses to the hub of the resort its status as the 

area's business centre - though it might acquire a com- 

mercial status greater than it originally possessedg as has 

Monkseaton (Whitley Bay). 

More important are internal bodily shifts within the 

built-up area. These are commonly caused by 'lop-sided' 

growth about a pre-existing settlement, tending to produce 

a sympathetic shift in the position of the 'core', e. g. 

Filey, Morecambe and Hastings (P. 112, ). 

More interesting, on account of their subtlety, are 

shifts in the focus of commercial activities. Lowestoft 

may be taken as an example. 

The 'old town' of Lowestoft is sited along a cliff 

immediately above the slope leading to the transverse Lake 

Lothing depression. Under the 'gravitational' pull of 

several factors, the focus of business activities has 

slipped down this slope, from the High Street and old 

market place area to London Road North. 
(')In 18319 the 

original harbour was opened, linking Lake Lothing to the 

sea, and intended as an outlet for Norwich. By the 1840s, 

the need for a railway was realised, to allow the quick 

dispatch of live fish and to revive a seriously 
I 

declining 

harbour trade - it did, in factq close down in 1842. Thus 

in 1847ý through the exertions of a great benefactor, Sir 

Morton Petog the Lowestoft-Reedham railway was opened and 

the station placed adjacent to the harbour. From this time 

(1) A distance of circa 650 yards. 
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onwards the harbour prospers and the fishing industry grows. 
Docks are excavated out of the shingle accumulating against 
the northern pier of the harbour and industries develop 

along the flanks of Lake Lothing. Meanwhile, Sir Morton 
Peto was building a new town, a resort, south of the 
harbour - its building beginning about 1850. By 1914, the 
, old town' had become almost marginal to the built-up area; 
it had become marginal, also, to the new foci of economic 

activities - the dock, fishing, industrial and railway 

complex about the harbour, and the resort town to the 

south. Understandably, the shopping focus migrated 
towards these new foci. 

Until the 1890s, the east side of London Road North was 

not built upon. Instead, it formed the western flank of 
the Grove Estate - two large houses standing in extensive 

grounds. When this estate was sold off, the London Road 

margin became lined in part with purpose-built shop 
terraces more suited to expanding shopping activities than 

told town' properties (Plate XXIIIB). 
(')This 

no doubt aided 
the southward movement. 

The migration of the business 'focus' at Aberystwyth is 

discussed in other town studies, which attribute it to the 

siting of the railway station. 
(2 )Though the station has 

undoubtedly been an important factor, the nature of the 

town's growth must not be overlooked. This growth has been 

mostly confined to the quadrant north-east of the 'old town', 

and, presumably, has tended to cause a sympathetic north- 

eastward shift of business activities - especially as there 

was no harbour-side trade or industry (of importance) to 

anchor these activities within the 'old town'. (Cf. the 

anchored cores of Great Yarmouth and Poole. ) 

(1) This and other,, -parts of the core at Lowestoft are illus- 
trated by Plates-, XXXIII and XXIV. 
(2) A. E. Smailes: The Geography Of Towns 

E. G. Bowen (Ed ) Wales. A Physical, Historical and 
Regional Geograýhy (1957) 
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Plate XXI - Dock Street, Fleetwood7- 
once the main shopping area. 

4, 

4ft 
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The shift in shopping emphasis at Swanage (P. IZO), is 
not included in this section as it is unlikely that the pre- 
resort settlement possessed a well-developed shopping/business 
area. Similarly Skegnessý whose main shopping street 'strings' 
the 'bowl of the pre-tesort settlement (Fig-59). 

Through bodily or focal shifts of the core, a land-use 

vacuum is sometimes created in the abandoned area. Drained 

of its life-blood of commerce, only the shell remains. Shop 

windows become boarded-up, a few shops eke out a livelihood 

by selling second-hand clothes or by unofficial pawnbroking; 
decay grips the area(Plate XXI). Such is the Dock Street 

area of Fleetwood, where former shopping and business 

activities have migrated northwards to Lord Street, a street 
better placed to serve the town, having two shopping sides, 

whereas Dock Street has one, and possessing the highly 

important Fleetwood-Blackpool light railway. 

Double Cores 

Most resorts have only one coreq whichq occupying a 
physically continuous area, is markedly superior to any other 
business area. In a few resorts, however, core activities 
are duplicated in two areas. The resultant diffusion of 
commercial intensity can seriously handicap the town, for 

neither core part attains the anticipated status that size 
(population) alone might warrant and which would be probably 
possessed by a single core. 

The growth map of Morecambe (Fig-42) shows a pre-1914 
duality in form that is reflected today in the distribution 

of shopping activities (Fig. 43). North of the railway, 
Morecambe proper had expanded south-westwards from a pre- 

resort village of Poulton Le Sands. South of the railway, 

and around a coastal cornerg a group of Bradford business- 

men had, in the 1880sq founded the 'West End' - apparently 
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for Bradford holiday-makers. This duality in growth caused 
duality, not only in shopping activities, but in entertain- 
ments as well. Both areas have a pier (Morecambe 1869, 
West End 1896), while Morecambe's great end-of-century pileg 
the Winter aardens (1897), has its West End counterpart in 
the Alhambra (1901). Other nineteenth-century entertain- 
ment8 include the People's Palace (1818), Morecambe, and the 
pleasure Gardeneq West End. 

(') 
The mai n amusement area about 

the frontal railway station is common to both Morecambe and 
West End. 

Though the Morecambe shopping area is superior to that 

ofthe West End, the latter is too important to be dismissed 

merely as subsidiary. There is, moreover, 'a mediocrity in 

the'Efhopping status of the I Morecambe 'limb' whic ,h indicates 

the detracting influence'of the West End 'limb' though a 

a imilar influence must be exerted by the neighbouting, and 
largerp Lahcasterg'a town almost contiguous to Morecambe. 

'Duality in growth causing duality in core activities is' 

also found at Whitstable, the curving High Street shopping 

area Of lowland Whitstable contrasting with the straight 

and -comparatively recent shopping street of cliff-top 
Tanketton a residential area laid out estate-fashion 
before 1914 but, mostly developed in the inter-war pe I rio&. 

At Margate, core duality is even better developed, though 

les's easy to explain. The core part in the old town' is 

Oje&rly the more im"rtant. -Not. only-does it pose-ese-a 

mature suite (if chain-stores - WoolworthlegAarks and 
(2)_ 

Spen, cer-'s, Burton'sq British Home, Stores and Bobby's 

but also the main office area. As at Morecambe, however, 

the other core party Northdown Roado, is too important to be 

ýiiB )Regent Park is-la shrunken remnant of these gardens. 
'A department store with branches in Kent, Sussex and 

gaiips"hire 
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relegated to subsidiary centre status, for it has a 
(1) Woolworth's, Bobby's and significantly, a W. H. Smith's. 

The shops of this latter area are generally superior to 
those of the 'old town' - an impression confirmed in 
discussion with residents, and especially by the possession 
of the town's W. H. Smith'B bookshop - and suggest that this 

core duality is, in part, a product of the cleavage in 

social status between the old town area in the valley and 
the Cliftonville/Palm Bay area on the cliffs. It must also 
be remembered that the Northdown shopping area escapes the 

suffocating hoard of day vi6itors in summer; the 'old town' 

does not. Neither part attains the status that one might 

expect for a town of Margate's sizet and it is interesting 

to note that W. H. W. Morgan, in a study of the Thanet 

resortst states 'although smaller in population and area of 
hinterland than Margate, Ramsgate has a reputation of being 

a better place at which to shop than Margate .............. 
Ramagate High Street serves the whole of the town and its 

hinterlandq Margate High Street has powerful rivals in 
(2) 

Northdown Road and the Westgate and Birchington centres'. 
A special form of core duality is its physical division 

into two adjacent parts by a railwayq often the station, as 

at Bexhill and Saltburn (Fig. 13)t or by a river, as at 
Whitby. 

(1) It has been suggested that the possession of an P. W. 
Woolworth's store is indicative of urban status (A. E. 
Smailes: The Urban Hierarchy, qelmf 61. lq4-4) In a similar manner 

it is now suggested that the possession of a W. H. Smith's 
bookshop (other than that on the railway station) is usually 
indicative of good social tone. A W. H. Smith's bookshop 

within the core reflects the dominant social tone of a town 
(unless the town be so large that the possession of a W. H. 
Smith's is inevitable). Within a subsidiary shopping centre, 
howeverp it reflects the tone of the adjacent and dependent 
residential area. 
Details of the presence or absence of a W. H. Smith's book- 
shop are given in Appendix 2. Its absence in some large 
popular resortst e. g. Blackpool, Southend and Morecambe, and 
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In a few resorts, the core is weakened by a relatively 
well-developed subsidiary shopping centre. This is 

probably true of Cleethorpesq where core and subsidiary 
centre reflect the two separate pre-resort nuclei of Oole 

and Itterby(l) - though the 'overshadowing' influence of. 
Grimsby, a much larger town contiguous to Cleethorpes, is 

possibly even more important. Incidentally, Grimsby, too, 

exhibits core duality. 

An extreme case of core weakening is found at Wallesey, 

a great residential tract with a small tripper resort area 

at New Brighton. Though a county borough, and possessing 

a population of over 100,000, the status of its main shoppinE 

centre at Liskeard is woefully low and more appropriate to 

a town with a population of 35,000. For instanceg the 

only chain-stores of this centre are Woolworthleg Marks and 
Spencer's and Burton's. In fact, the superiority of this 

centre over the many other shopping areas in the town is so 

slight that it is difficult to regard Liskeard as the core. 

The mediocrity of core development is partly due to the 

'overshadowing' influence of Liverpool, a much larger town 

for which Wallesey is a major dormitory. These towns, 

moreover, are connected by an excellent ferry service. It 

is more due, however, to fragmentary growth whichp in turn, 

has caused the diffusion of shopping activities. A map of 

1840, when the town's growth had just begun, shows several 

areas of separate growth - New Brightong the area about the 

old village of Liskeardq the Egrement ferry areat and the 

contd. from previous page:. -its presence in some small selecl 
resorts, e. g. Filey, Tenbyv, Clevedont Minehead and Sidmouth, 
should be noted. 
(2) P-150. 'The Development of Settlement on the Isle of 
Thanet in its Geographical Setting with Special Reference 
to the Growth of the Hol . iday Industry' M. Sc. (Econ ) 1950 
(1) Two hamlets. sited on the 'horns' on a transverLe (east- 

west) morainic ridge. 
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Seacombe area. By 1914, most of these parts had been 

welded into a continuous urban tract, but several shopping 
centres remained, a testimony to this earlier sectoral 
growth. It is possible that in the 19-20s, Seacombe, and 
not Liskeard, was the most important shopping centre. 

(l) 

If this was so, the westward push in building in the inter- 

and post-war years could account for this shift in emphasis. 
In conclusiono it is well to remember that not least of 

the important 'by-products' of concentric growth about a 

single nucleus is the development of a single, and there- 
fore most efficient and highly developed, core. 

The_Core - Internal Differentiation 

Part I: gunctional 

The degree of functional differentiation within the 

core is determined mainly by town size, though it may be 

greatly modified by duality in growth and proximity to a 
large town (Ps. 126,12B). An expanding town produces an 

expanding core. As this core grows, so does the range in 

commercial significance of certain locations within it. 

The greater this range, the greater the degree of differ- 

entiation. 
The degree of internal differentiation should indicate, 

therefore, the status of the coreo and possibly allow the 

determination of a core hierarchy. In some smaller resorts, 

no such differentiation is discerniblet e. g. Filey, 

Saltburnp Cromer and Hunstanton. In others, offices and 

banks are beginning to 'separate out' from the shopping 

area. At Tenby, for exampley three banks and the Post 

office focus upon Tudor Square 
(2) 

- the hub of the 'old 

ýfl Suggested in discussion with local inhabitants. 
2 The existence of a well-defined 'public area, in old- 

established towns, no, doubt, aids the process of functional 
differentiation, even in small towns. It also provides 
car parking space. 
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town' - while immediately to the south-east, in Julian 
Street, a slight concentration of offices occurs. Another 

slight concentration of offices, including those of the 
U. D. C., occurs beyond, and to the north of, the core - the 

result of deliberate planning by the U. D. C. in post-war 
yearsý two Georgian houses being used to form the nucleus 
of a civic centrel. At Sheringham, also, a small but 
distinct office area, marginal to the core, has developed 

along one of the station approaches. 
The above represent the lowly members of the hierarchy. 

Cores ranking high are indicatedý among other features, by 

street specialisationp the identification of a certain 

street with a particular commercial function. Of all the 

resortsý only Blackpool has this feature, for in Queen's 

Street nearly every shop is a woman's shop, e. g. costume 

shops, furriers and hairdressers. It is significant that 

this, the most 'fashionable' (though this is hardly the 

word) street in town, is the street farthest removed from 

the 'Golden Mile' and seasonal shopping area but still 

remaining within the core. Alexander Road is the equi- 

valent street for men's clothing shops (Fig. 48). 

The determination of the intermediate grades in the core 
hierarchy would present the greatest difficulties and much 

caution would be reauired. For instance, in Bognor (pop. 

25,647), Bexhill (25,693), and Ramsgate (35,801), office 
differentiation is very poorly developed. The list below 

is of features that might be Used in determining the status 

of the core. They are roughly in ascending order. 
1. Bank grouping. 
2. Office differentiation. 
3. Establishment of various Buites of chain and 

department stores. 
(a) Basic - Woolworth's, Marks and Spencer's, 

Burton's. 
(b) Subsequent phases: ffl second suite of 'popular' chain stores. ii)Departmental stores. 
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4. Development of an inner core, denoted by the abun- 
dance of clothes shops and the absence of food shops. 

5. Street specialisation. 
6. Night-club development. 
7. News theatres. 
8. Street vice. 
9. 'Quarter' development. 
10. Emergence of a 'bright light' area(functioning 

throughout the year). 
The core is best regarded as an outward representation of 

the stage reached by the processes of functional differ- 

entiation. These processes, and their results, (nos. 1-5 
in the above list), which give to the core a dynamic 

qualitY9 are now considered. 
First, however, a necessary reference to a fundamental 

distinction in the locational requirements of core land- 

users. It is the distinction between commercial premises, 
for which a location along major circulation routes is not 

essential, and those, for which it is. The reasons for 

this are well known and require no elucidation. 
One of the earliest processes of differentiation is 

'bank' grouping. Though giving a specialised service, and 

not tied, thereforet to major circulation routesv banks are 

almost invariably sited along such roads, characteristically 

on strategic corners. The reasons for this are (a) the 

need for easy accessibility by the shops constantly using 
the banks, and (b) the strong competition between the 'Big 

Fively causing them to seek out the best (shopping) sites 

whichg in the absence of such competition, would not be 

essential. 
Another early process is the 'Beparating-out' of offices 

from shops . 
(1) The driving force behind this is the 

(1) The offices leave the shops, and not vice versa. 
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distinction referred to aboveg offices either migrating from 

major circulation routes (the shopping streets) to marginal 
areas, or becominE initially established in such areas. The 

offices are still tied to the shopping streets, however, by 

the need for accessibility (a) from the shopping streets - 
for the convenience of clients, and (b) from offices to the 

shopping streets9 and especially the banks. 

Though a 'major circulation route' location is not 

essential for offices, it would not be functionally dis- 

advantageous. There is no incentive, however, for the office 
to seek this location as it can function equally well in a 

marginal area where rental values are considerabýy lower. 

offices are found along main shopping streets, but usually 

in the storeys above the ground floor. As shopping 

activities are carried out mostly in a horizontal plane at 

ground-floor level - except in the heart of great cities - 

such offices are also marginal to the shopping area - though 

now in a vertical, not a horizontal plane. Incidentallyq 

along main shopping streets, rental values of the upper 

storeys are lower than those of the ground floor. 

The outward moving offices tend to form either an office 

areaq or several office areas, distinctive not only 

functionally but also visually (P-150). 

of outstanding importance in office area, and indeed in 

core, development is the existence of a markedly 'better 

side' to the town, for the office area is generally located 

on that flank of the core which abuts onto, and originally 

was part of, the 'better Bide' (Fig. 44). And the reasons: 

(a) The better side' is the respectable side', and 

respectability is a desirableg though not essential, quality 

to be sought in office location %. -1h 

(b) The existence on this side of large nineteenth-century 

villa IhangoversI9 unsuitable for continued residential use 

but suitable for conversion into offices and whose freehold/ 
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leasehold can be often purchased cheaply. 
(c) Proximity to that part of the town from which the most 

rewarding business can be expected. 
(d) Proximity to banks and council offices, both likely to 

be on this better side. 
This 'better side'-office area relationship is perfectly 

demonstrated in several resorts, e. g. Colwyn Bay (Fig. 45), 

Folkestonep Eastbourne and Worthing. It is also clearly 

seen at Rhyl, Deal, Littlehampton and Whitley Bay. 

Respectability, residential unsuitability and accessibility 

also help to explain why Georgian and Regency terraces are 

so often occupied by offices, for instance, Wellington 

Square (Hastings)9 Cecil Square (Margate), South Quay 

(Gt. Yarmouth)9 the Steyne area (Brighton), and Liverpool 

Terrace (Worthing). 

A 'better side' not only causes offices to be located on 

one side of the core, but also tends to concentrate them 

into a certain area. A few resorts, however, though not 

possessing a 'better side', have an office concentration 

comparable to that of 'better side' towns, for example, 
Cecil Square (Margate)t Station Road (Clacton), Church 

Road (Hove) and the Hoghton Street area, Southport (Fig. 46). 

The main office area of Great Yarmouthý including the banks, 

is found on the riverside flank of the core, being strongly 
tied to the riverside maritime activities of the town, 

especially in the past. (Cf. The City of London and its 

relationship to the Pool. ) 

In resorts with no 'better sidelt offices may (a) occupy 

almost any position marginal to the main shopping streets, 

and (b) form several groups of offices. 

This is clearly seen at Blackpoolq where several office 

areas occur in various parts of the core, some occupying 

quite lowlyg originally residential, terraces (e. g. Edward 

Street)9 indicating that a position marginal to the core is 
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more important than respectability or suitability for office 

conversion. Bournemouth also has several small concen- 
trations of offices, though the 'core surround' here is far 

more suited to office conversion. 

Southend has several distinct office areas (Fig. 47) and, 

with the aid of Kelly's Directories, the development of 
these areas was traced. The figures in the table overleaf 

are the number of separate office organisations listed in 

the directoriesq and do not, thereforeg allow for the fact 

that one organisation might occupy five rooms, another, only 

one. Departmental offices of the Council were counted as 

separate organisations. 

Though 'rough and ready', this method clearly shows the 

olderv stableg office areas in the early (pre-1900) resort 

area immediately west of the High Street and the more recent 

expanding office areas in Warrior Square and Victoria 

Avenue - both areas of large pre-1914 houses. The London 

Road office area is intermediate between these two categories. 

It was noted that the office growth in Victoria Avenue was 

preceded, in part, by a surgery phase. 

Other resorts with several small concentrations of 

offices include Scarborough, Bexhill and Brighton. Scar- 

borough does possess a 'better side19 but this has had little 

influence upon office development. A feature of Scarborough 

is the interdigitation of office with shop, hotelg boarding- 

house and flat. 

A few resorts possess just two office areas. At Hastings, 

where this is especially well shown, the Wellington Square 

group cont 
* 
rasts with the Havelock Road group in its pre- 

ponderance of governmental offices. At Weston Super Mare, 

one office area is on the northern flank of the shopping 

areat in the Boulevard, and the other on the southern flank, 

about the Town Hall. 

In resorts with well-developed maritime activities, a 

suite of offices related in function and location is likely 
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to be found, e. g. the Harbour (Scarborough), South Quay 
(Gt. Yarmouth) and the Waveney Dock area (Lowestoft). 

Control exercised by important land-owning bodies has 
probably influenced office development in a few resorts. 
The only direct evidence of this, however, is at Skegness, 
where office development has been confined or directed to 
Lumley Avenue and Algitha Road -a policy carried out by 
the Earl of Scarborough and now supported by the Town 
Planning authorities. 

Resorts possibly have a greater number of offices per 
1,000 population than any other type of town, and for the 
following reasons: 
(a) The large proportion of elderly people, this stimulating 
office activities by the numerous changes in property 
ownership*(') 
(b) The great number of 'outsiders' coming to live in the 

resort who require houses and often legal advice. 
(c) The unstable foundations of the holiday industry, which 
cause properties, especially commercial ones, to change hands 

more frequently than in other towns. 
The second process of functional differentiation is the 

development of a focal area denoted by the grouping of the 
large chain and department stores. Woolworth's is invari- 

ably the first to arrive, followed by the almost simultaneous 
establishment of Marks and Spencerlst Burton's and Bootle. 
The next phase depends upon the 'tone' of the town and core. 
If select, it will probably be the 'non-popular' department 

stores (sometimes of regional distribution), if non-select, 
it will be the other popular chain stores, British Home 
Stores and Littlewood's, though in large town cores both 
these latter suites will be represented. The possession of 
two or more non-popular departmental stores usually denotes 

a shopping centre of outstanding importance, e. g. Bourne- 

mouth. 

(1) The large number of 'to let' signs in resorts are, in 
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The sites of these stores are carefully chosen, and are 

usually the best. (l)Moreover, 
the stores, in their turn, 

impart to the immediately adjacent shopping areas an added 
locational value. 

The highly developed core at Bournemouth divides into two 

parts hingeing on the Square. The western wing, the original 
shopping areaý is the 'popular' part, and has the 'popular' 
chain stores - Woolworth's, Marks and Spencer's and British 
Home Stores. The eastern wing 

(2)is 
the superior shopping 

areaq with the more specialised and select departmental 

stores, e. g. Bright's, Plummer-Rbddis and Beale's - though 
the latter has a 'subsidiary' on the west side. Here, too, 
are branches of leading London firms, Alkit, Moss Bros. and 
Lillywhitels. W. H. Smith's is also found on this eastern 
side, as is the main banking area. Separate 'early-closing 
days' emphasise this east/west distinction. Differentiation 
may thus occur in the distribution of large stores. 

The third process, the development of an 'inner core' 
denoted by the abundance of clothes shops and absence of 
food Bhopsq is best seen at Blackpool (Fig. 48). In this 
Abingdon Street forms a significant divide. At Eastbourne, 
part of Terminus Road forms a distinctive 'inner core' - 
the concentration of shoe-shops being particularly noticeable. 

The clothes shops of an inner core' are often highly 

specialised, as are other typical 'inner core' shops, e. g. 
jeweller's, coffee shop, bookshop. It is paradoxical, 
thereforeq that the hub of this inner core' is denoted by 
the very antipathy of specialisation, the 'popular' chain 
stores. 

Street specialisation has already been considered (p. 130). 

A very distinctive and different form of this process is the 

part, attributable to this cause and not only to the unstable 
foundations of the holiday industry - as is sometimes supposed. 
(1) Though this desired site might not be obtained at once. 
(2) The first shops on this side were built in 1863. W. H. 
Smith's occupies one of them. - 
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'antique shop' street or area. At Brighton, for instancel, 

a concentration of such shops in the 'lanes' produces a 
distinct land-use region, while at Hastings, a similar 
though less pronounced concentration occurs in the John 
Street area. Such shops are bound to lye oldel areas of 
towns, and not the core. Thus they may or may not form 

part of the core. At Brighton they do, at Hastings, they 

do not. The association of antique shops with old parts of 
the town is extraordinarily strong. Little remains of 
Worthing's pre-resort settlement along the High Street, 

there is no suggestion of lolde worldel charm, yet most of 
the town's antique shops are found here. 

Very occasionally, the two sides of a main shopping street 

show a marked contrast in land-use. At Southport, the 

asymmetric location of the road, in Lord Street gives to its 

western flank a greater strategic value for shopping 

activities than the eastern flank - where are found those 

core land-users for whom a lesser 
, 

main circulation route 

location incurs no disadvantage. Of the six cinemas along 

Lord streetv five are on the east side (Fig. 46). The 

development of Lord Street is shown diagrammatically in 

rigure 49. This is based on maps and reproductions of mid- 

nineteenth-century prints appearing in F. A. Bailey's 

'History of Southport'. 

In concluding this section on functional differentiation, 

it is convenient to consider the development of a distinc- 

tive land-uae area which, though not part of the core, is 

often closely related. It is a 'surgery' area - doctors, 

dentistso physiotherapists etc. 
it is convenient and economic for surgeries to be 

attached to, or form part of, the practitioner's house. 

Thusq large houses with several rooms of which at least 

two will be required for the surgery the nineteenth- 

century 'hangovers' *. '#, are suitable for conversion 

into combined surgery and residence. Such houses, moreover, 
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are located in a reasonably pleasant and fashionable 

residential environment befitting members of the profes- 
sional classes. The second factor in surgery location is 

accessibility from the core. These two factors tend 
towards a grouping of surgeries, as they do of offices. 
Restrictive covenants against surgery conversion in post- 
1914 good-class housing areas no doubt strengthened the 

process of concentration. 
Where the town has a 'better side', this tendency to- 

wards concentration may be especially well developed, the 

'surgery area' developing adjacent to, and on the outer 

side of, the 'office area'. Outstanding in this respect 
is Colwyn Bay (Fig. 45), while a similar pattern is found 

at Rhyl (Fig. 68) and Deal. In all three, the succession 

outwards from the core hub is shopping area, office area 

and surgery area. 
Surgery areas may occur in towns without 'better sides'. 

At Morecambe, emphasising and related to the duality in 

shopping activities, are two distinct, though small, 

surgery areast both on the front. Incidentally, the north- 

ern group occupy an Early Victorian terrace of ashlar, 

which represents the resort's earliest expansion. At Ryde, 

a compact surgery area in Melville Street flanks the core, 

while at Sandown, a rather more dispersed surgery area is 

found along the 'Broadway, - the most fashionable road of 
the town, though slightly removed from the core. The 

well-developed surgery area at Whitley Bay is also removed 

from the core 62i=, - t its location being influenced by 

(a) the occurrence here of the town's largest houses (built 

C. 1850) and (b) the 'inland' urban expansion about Monllý, - 

ýýbaton. 
In conclusiong reference must be made to an outstanding 

feature of post-war commercial development: - the great 

increase in commercial premises concerned with the buying, 
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and slope, Folkestoneo 
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selling and servicing of motor-cars, motor-bicycles and 
scooters. These tend to group together, especially along 
main roads leading out of the core, and in some areas form 

small but significant concentrations. Few examples of 
this are found in resorts, Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth, 
being a possible exception. In inland towns, however, 

many excellent examples are found, e. g. at Catford and 
Bromley in South London. 

The Core - Internal Differentiation 

Part II: Sooio-Economic Aspects 

Socio-economic differentiation is a characteristic 
feature of residential areas. It is equally character- 
istic of cores. In fact, the two are closely related, 
for the socio-economic status of the shopping area is 

determined by the status of the residential area which it 

serves and onto which it abuts. If a town has a 'better/ 

poorer side' structure, its core probably has a corres- 

ponding division. At Eastbournep for example, the shop- 

ping streets leading westwards from the main shopping 

street are markedly superior to the eastward offshoots 
(Fig. 60). (l)At Colwyn Bay, Scarborough (St. Nicholas St. ) 

and Folkestoneg the better shops are located on the better 

side, near the main banking zone. The varying status of 
the core at Folkestone is emphasised by changes in slope 
(Fig-50). 

Whitby's superior shopping street, Skinner Street, forms 

almost an 'outlier, to the main shopping area. Built 

during a distinct phase of Late Georgian expansion resul- 
ting from maritime prosperity, this street contrasts in 

(1) The pavement displays of these 'eastern' streets are 
not found in the superior 'western' streets (Plate XXII). 



Plate XXII - Typical 'side-street', 
Eastbourne. 
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origin with the main shopping streets of the medieval 
told town'. It is the shopping street nearest the better- 
class residential areas on the West Cliff and is also the 
highest. 

Chain stores mark, and help to create, the focal shop- 
ping area. This area, therefore, though apparently the 
most advantageous for shops, is the 'popular' shopping 
area. Because of this, superior shops tend to avoid it, 
seeking instead a more select and fashionable location. 
They can do this because, -offering a more Bpecialised 
service, they are iess dependent upon 'impulse' shopping. 

if the town has a 'better side', the better shops will 
be on that side, from which they derive most of their 
trade. If there is no-'better side', almost any reasonable 
street may develop as the superior street. This is so 
with East Street, Brighton, though the adjacency of this 
street to the Steyne - once thweentre of fashionable 
life - may be of significance'. 

Many shopping streets, when traced outwards from the 

core hubg show rapid deterioration in status, especially 
if adjacent to the 'poorer' residential areasý Non- 

specialised food shops (though including fish-and-chips 

shops) become prominent, second-hand furniture and clothing 
as well as auction rooms appear. Since the last war, 
such streets have been invaded by petrol-stations and 
second-hand car 'marts'. Farther along the road, semi- 
industrial workshops - some with window-displays - mingle 

with the shops, e. g. printerev dyers and cleaners (the 

work being done on the premises), building and decorating 

merchantag shoe-repairers and watch-repairers. Several 

shops are likely to exhibit 'Vacant' signs. 
The degree of tailing-off' varies with the socio- 

economic tone of the adjacent or enveloping area. At 
Llandudno, the increase in food shops and pavement displays 
along the north-south offshoots of the east-west main 
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shopping street, and indeed at both ends of this main 
street, indicates but a mild degree of 'tailing-off'. 
In other resorts,. howeverg 'tailing-off' may be more 
markedq e. g. King's Street (Ramsgate), Holdenhurst Road 
(Bournemouth) and the High Streets of Deal and Falmouth. 
Examples can be found in every resort. 

In 'better/poorer side' towns, the superior shopping 
area usually ends abruptly apainst an adjacent office or 
residential area, producing a 'clean edge' to the shopping 
area. On the other hand, shopping streets of the poorer 
side tend to persist in a more obstinate manner before 
petering out, especially along main traffic arteries, and 
give to the core a more ragged edge (Fig-51). 

The Core: Summarv 

The core of resorts is characteristically located in a 
laterally symmetric position adjacent to and behind the 
frontal strip. Its precise location, form and orientation 
are greatly influenced by pre-resort settlements and pre/ 
early resort roads. The influence of the railways and 
planning control is also important but more difficult to 
assess precisely. 

The stability of the core is conditioned by the stability 
of the town and area which it serves. As these are rarely 
stable (at least in resorts), neither is the core. 
Instead it possesses a dynamic quality which is demonstrated 

in two waysv (a) its liability to locational shifts either 
bodily or in the position of its 'focus' - especially in 
the nineteenth century, and (b) the processes of differ- 

entiation acting upon it9 both functional - based primarily 
upon the varying necessity for major circulation route 
locations - and socio-economic - conditioned by the 

residential pattern. In both processes of differentiation, 
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t4e, existence, or absence, of a 'better side, is of out- 
stbAding importance (Fig-51). Thus the core evolves, and 
J*4ýstructure at any one time is but a stage in this 

evglution. Finally, the existence of a single core is 
dopendent upon concentric growth - duality in town growth 
jýxding to produce duality in core activities. 

$Wboidiary Shop-ping Centres 

This form of shopping activity is found in most resorts, 
$hough in smaller resorts, e. g. Newquay, Ilfracombe, Sher- 
Ingham and Penzance, it may be poorly developed or absent. 

Though it is impossible to frame any one principle 
#bverning the location and distribution of these centres, 
there are certain urban environments in which they are 
3, ikely to occur: 

villages and hamlets absorbed by resort expansion. 
(b) Old-established roads. 

Main roads passing through low-cla88 residential areas. 
Inter-war and post-war council housing estates. 
Large independent estate developments. 

The affinity with old village nuclei is particularly 

strong. The resorts provide many fine examples, e. g. the 

told towns' of Eastbourne, Bridlington and Bexhill, the 

villages of Sidley (Bexhill)9 Beltinge (Herne Bay), St. Mary 
Church (Torquay) and Monk8eaton (Whitley Bay). The extent 
to which the village retains its original character varies 

with the degree of assimilation. If the village is peri- 

pheral to the built-up area, it may be quite well preserved, 

as at Bridlington, Clacton and Bexhillq but if closer to the 

corep and especially if along a main road (as is likely)v 

little may remain of the old fabric. An old cottage terrace 

might be concealed behind modern shopping facades, or 

replaced by blocks of purpose-built shops, untilv ultimately, 
the shopping area differ8 littlev visually, from one that 
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started 'from scratch', e. g. Southbourne (Eastbourne). 
Another spontaneous form of shopping development is 

often found along main traffic routesp especially where 
these pass through poor residential areas. It may persist 
for a considerable distance, though the growth of minor 
focal shopping areas, perhaps at important intersections, 
is characteristic. At Southend, this 'through route, 
shopping form is developed to a remarkable degreeý the 

main east-west 'through' road having more or less conti- 
nuous shopping activities for nearly five miles (Fig-52). 

Other good examples are 
, 
the Wimbournet Holdenhurst and 

Christchurch Roads (Bournemouth) (Fig. 6Z), the east-west 
artery of Highland Road,, Albert Road and Elm Grove (South- 

sea) and the Grimsby Road (Cleethorpes). At Clacton and 
Bridlington (Fig-3)9 this form is well-developed along the 

road linking coast and parental inland village. 
most numerous among 'non-spontaneous' subsidiary centres 

are the planned and purpose-built shopping areas of inter- 

war and post-war council estates. Good-class residential 

estates, alsop occasionally possess a planned shopping 
centrep e. g. Penarth, Birkdalel where it is adjacent to 
the railway stationg Southbourne Grove and Westbourne 
(Bournemouth) and Westeliff (Margate). These centres, in 

their compactness and Itidynessit often contrast markedly 

with the 'spontaneous' growths. 
Most subsidiary centres are linear in form; those based 

on a railway station or important intersections, however, 

may be 'nodal', while a few may reflect the irregularity 

of a pre-resort village. 
The importance of subsidiary centres relative to the 

core varies greatly; in some resorts they are sufficiently 
important to compete significantly with the core (P. 127 

Generally, the relative status of subsidiary shopping 

centre to core is inversely proportional to the degree of 
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unity in town growth. This only appliesq however, to the 
more important subsidiary centres. The validity of this 
statement is not seriously weakened by the strong associ- 
ation between subsidiary centre and assimilated 'inland' 
villages, for the latter usually form nuclei for local 
expansion, i. e. cause non-unified town growth. Examples 
of important subsidiary shopping centres which reflect 
former non-unified town expansion are Craig Y Don (Llan- 
dudno), St. Leonards (Hastings), Cheriton (Folkestone) 

and Boscombe (Bournemouth). In contrast are resorts whose 
growth was unified and whose subsidiary centres are un- 
important if compared in status to the core, e. g. East- 
bourneg Rhyl, Scarborough, Southport (excluding Birkdale) 

and Weston Super Mare. 
punctional and socio-eoonomic differentiation occur in 

subsidiary centres as they do in cores, but there are 
important differences. Firstq the subsidiary centre 

exhibits less diversity in its commercial activities than 

the core. As it is essentially a shopping areag offices 

are usually poorly represented, even in subsidiary centres 
important enough to possess a Woolworth'8. Exceptions to 
this are centres which, serving good- or high-class 

residential areaeg are often exceptionally well provided 
with banks and offices (especially estate agencies), e. g. 
Littlecommon (Bexhill) and Birkdale (now administratively 
joined to Southport). The latter is probably unique 

amongst shopping centresq for it has about ten shops, 

seven banks, a large libraryg part of which was the town 

hall, and a police station. The second difference is that 

subsidiary centres are usually contained within a homo- 

geneous residential area - compare this with the typical 
'buffer' location of the core - and aret therefore, more 
homogeneous in socio-economic tone. It is in subsidiary 
oentres that the 'harmony' between shop and residential 
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area is best demonstrated. A distinctive form of this 

relationship is revealed in the Westcliff (Southend) 

shopping centre where a marked concentration of Kosher 

shops serves the large Jewish community residing in West- 

Cliff. 
This section concludes with a brief consideration of the 

subsidiary shopping centres of Bournemouth. As Figure 62 

shows9 the outstanding feature of these centres is their 

location and linear development along the main 'through' 

roads radiating from the core. 
(')All 

these roads originated 
in the Enclosure Award of 1805 and were the first roads to 

be made. The analysis overleaf shows the commercial 

, suites' of these centreB and roughly grades them according 

to status. 
The most important subsidiary Centre is Boscombe an 

area developed initially as an independent resort. 
( ) 

Though its shopping and entertainment equipment is equi- 

valent to that of a moderate-size towng offices are feebly 

represented. The Westbourne and Southbourne Grove centres, 

at opposite ends of the town, have much in common. Both 

serve good-class residential areasp a fact indicated by 

the number of their banks and estate agents and the 

possession of a W. H. Smith's bookshopq and both contrast 

strongly with the 'popular' Boscombe Centre. Visually, 

however, the two centres differ. Westbourne is very much 

a Victorian shopping Centre, with its gothic windows and 

strongly Coloured brickwork - red/black brick trim upon 

yellow walleg whereas Southbourne is essentially lend-of- 

century in both age and character. The neatness and 

compactness of both centres is a result of planning control. 

(1) only one of these radiating shopping streets links up 
with the core; the others, Wimborne Roadq Charminster Road 
and Christchurch Road are separated from the core by a 
'buffer' sort of zone of good-claS8 residential develop- 
ment - including hotels. Along the Christchurch Road, 
howeverg post-1945 commercialisation -a cinemaq shops, 
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Winton, developed initially as an artisan suburb, and, for 

a time, experiencing independent expansion, is a 'popular' 

centret as is Moordowno 

Comer Shops. 

These represent the lowest level of shopping activity and 

their development is closely associated with pre-IqI4 terrac- 

ing* They may be completely absent in better-classlor more 

recent, residential areas. Unlike the core and subsidiary 

shopping centres-,, these shops are tightly woven into the 

residential fabric. Providing goods in daily useq the 

essence of this type of shop is accessibility, and its sphere 

of influence is7 at the mostt two hundred yardsq often one 

hundred yards. Its accessibility, moreover, is one also of 

timeq for the corner shop invariably opens much earlier, and 

cloases much later, than higher levels of shopping activity, 

The sight of a housewife, hair in curlers, shuffling in 

slippers to the corner shop at 8 aom, to buy something for 

breakfast, underlines the essential basis of this type of 

tradingo 

The advantages of a street-corner site for these shops are ý 

a degree of nodality, a tvo-sided windov-displayg and ease of ý 

acces s for trade goods, Sometimes, tVOI three or four Shops, 

contd. from P-10: Offices and showrooms - hag eaten into the 
buffer area for about one-third of its length, 
(2) This past distinction is mphasised by present planning 
policy vhich aims to develop Boscombe as the "Popular" 
resort area of Bournemouth. 
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Figure 53 - Corner-shop development and its 
possible relationship with the 
growth of linear shopping streets. 
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will occupy comer sites at a road Junction and possibly some 

subsidiary shopping centres originated in this manner. 

Another form of corner-shop concentration occurs when a low- 

class terrace area is crossed by a main traffic route (Figo 53)e 

This would help to account for the strong linear shopping 

growths along main roads which are so characteristic of modern 

towns* 

All resorts possess corner-shopag the nuinber being 

conditioned by the amount of pro-19V+ low-class terracing, 

They are especially well represented in Folkestone - in the 

area northeast of the gasvorks - Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth. 

Examination of pro-19I)+ directories at Folkestone indicated 

that corner-shop growth in the area referred to above was more 

or less contemporary with the building of the terraces* 

, e- Corner-shop development deserves the geographer's attention* 

It poses a number of important questionss 

(a) To what extent do comer-shops divert trade from the core? 

(b) What is the comer-shop's sphere of influence? Is its 

growth internally generated,, or can it be stimilated, by 

subsequent residential development on its flanks? 

(C) What part has comer-shop growth played in the development 

of larger shopping centres? 

It is possible that the corner-shop will ultimately disappear 

from the urban scene. (Certainly it appears to have no place 

in the orderly minds of modern estate builders and plannersO 



Plate XXIII a. - Late Victorian purpose- 
built shopping terraceg 
Lowestoft. 

Ar 

Plate XXIII b- Post-war purpose-built 
shops, Lowestoft. 



Plate; XXIV a -, Conversion of villas and gardens 
into shopst Lowestoft, 

Plate XXIV b- Conversion of terrace into shops, 

Plate XXIV c- Conversion of old houses into 
shops, 
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The Appearance of Core Areas, 

The core of any town is characteristically a mixture of 

purpose-built commercial Properties and conversions from 

non-commercial Properties. The relative amounts of each vary 

greatly, however, but in general the relative amount of 

purpose-building increases with increasing town sizeq. increas- 

ing control over to-*a growth, and regency of that growth. 

Resorts with the greatest amounts of purpose-building in their 

cores are, therefore, those developed towards the end of the 

nineteenth century and whose growth was controlledq at least 

in partq e. g. Clacton, Bexhi112 Felixstowe and Saltburn. As, 

would be expected, the spount of purpose-building increases 

inwards towards the core's focal area, an area whichq in large 

towns, may consist entirely of purpose-building. 

To illustrate the visual contrasts between purpose-building 

and conversions, and also to show the various types of 

conversions, photographs of the main shop types at Lowestoft 

are included (Plates XXIII ajb$cj XXIV a. b. c). The 

distribution of these types. is shown on Figure 54. 

An important factor in the development of core character is 

the nature of the residential area into which the core is 

expanding. If this area consists of large nineteenth century 

terraces with flat facades and small frontal gardens, the 

necessary external alteraticas may be only slight, Ifs however, 

it consists of small low-class terraces$ the original facades 

may completely disappear, An excellent example of this in 
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Plate XXV - Conversion of low-class terrace 
into shons, Blackpool, 
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illustrated by Plate XXV. Here, the old facades of a small 

terrace have been completely replaced by tiered glass frames. 

This form, incidentallyq is characteristic of much of 

Blackpool's core, 

of courseq conversion of a house into offices may involve 

little facial alteration. However, the absence of curtains atý 

windows gives to an otherwise apparently residential area a 

distinctive visual character. AlSO2 frontal gardens and treesý 

tend to be replaced by gravel and cement. 

One of Brighton's main shopping streets, Western Road, 

displays a marked visual contrast between its two sides. The 

north side consists entirely of purpose-built shops2 most of 

them large departmental stores7 whereas the south side consists 

of conversions from stucco terraces. This is to be explained 

by an inter-war road-widening scheme in which the old 

properties on the north side were demolished and replaced by 

purpose-built shops set back to the new building line, The 

south side was not affected. 

The process by which buildings are put to a use differing 

from the original one can be conveniently referred to as (1) 
functional pseudomorphism*" In resorts, this process is not 

restricted to shopping centres but is found on a widespread 

scale in the conversion of private houses to hotels and 

boarding houses. Functional pseudomorphism, provides useful 

information on the nature of core growth; it is also largely 

In some properties, several successive land-uses may be 
found. 
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responsible for the visual complexity of many cores and 

partly responsbile for functiL, nal complexity. An obsolete 

chapel might determine the location of a garage or workshopq 

and the assembly roomst the location of the auction rooms* 
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SEASONAL TRADING AREAS. 

The commercial establishments of most resorts show a 

complete gradation in their dependence upon seasonal holiday 

trade. Some are almost entirely dependent upon this trade, 

and, if sufficient in numberg form distinctive trading strips 

or areas* Many of these establishments close down for the 

, off-season', but some remain open throughout the year as if 

by force of habit. The term lestablishment' includes not 

only shops - mostly cafes and gift shops - but also amusement 

arcades and other diffused amusement park features. All these 

are usually found in close asociation. 

As would be expected, the seasonal trading area is best 

developed in 11popularn and/or "tripper" resorts. In more 

select resorts, especially those with an important private 

residential functionv seasonal trading may be virtually absent, 

as at Colwyn Bay, Sidmouthq Llandudno and Boumemouthe 

Although frontal trading is invariably seasonal tradingv the 

converse is not always true. If such trading development is 

very intense, and/or its expansion along the front restricted, 

expansion may, and often does, take Place 'inland'. This is 

particularly evident at Blackpool (Big 48) and Scarborough 

(Fig. 61)q and to a lesser extent at Rhyl (Fig, 68)j Ramsgate, 



th 

HollýcL j slioll-5. 

Figure5ý'A- The distribution of holiday shops 
about the High Street, Ramsgate, 
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Southseal Skegness, Clacton, Weston super Mare, New Brighton 

and Folkestone, The distribution of seasonal trading at 

Ramsgate (Fig. 54 A) suggests that the long-establi shed 

1100, seasonal shopping area of the High Street - it was one of 

the pre-resort roads - has diverted seasonal trading into 

the adjacent York Street. A somewhat similar relationship is 

seen at Rhyll between the High Street and Queen Street, 

The seasonal trading area is usually adjacent to the core, 

unless. of course, the core is inland as at Littlehampton, 

Great Yarmouth and Whitley Bay. In several resorts it is 

located in front of the core, for example at Redcar (Fig, 74), 

Bognor, Brighton, Herne Bay and Weston super Mare, but in some 

it is clearly to one side, for example at Southendq Blackpool 

and RhYl- In all these last three resorts, this is the 

, 'poorer" side of the core, which, in the case of Southend and 

Blackpool, means the non-cliffed side. At Whitley Bay, the 

seasonal trading area is on the top of a low cliff as there is 

not sufficient space at the cliff base, but elsewhere it is 

invariably at beach level* In Southend and Scarborough, 

thereforeq the seasonal shops are separated from the core by 

a cliff slope* If only a small area of beach) especially a 

sandy beachq remains exposed at high tidej the seasonal 

trading area will skirt this beach. This is clearly seen 

at Redcar, Cleethorpesq Blackpool and Scarborough, Of course, 

it is in the seasonal trading areaq the area of greatest 

resort activityq that the greatest efforts are made to retain 
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or build up a beach not covered at high tide, 

The location of the seasonal trading area at Great 

yarmouth is of particular interest as it coincides with the 

area of initial resort growth in Regency times. This is yet 

another illustration of the principle that "the older the 

buildingg the more likely it is to attraCt commercial 

activities". (P. 109). The 'block' form of this part of the 

front retains the block form of this initial growth, though 

the reason for such growth is not known. 

In resorts largely dependent on the holiday industry, but 

in which tripper traffic is poorly developed, seasonal trading 

establishments tend to be located throughout the core rather 

than to form one area adjacent to the core. This was found 

in several resorts of the 'South West1q for example Newquay, 

Swanage and St. tves, and also in the Isle of Wight, e. g. 

Sandown. 

in many resortsq frontal coinercialisation occurred 

comparatively recently. At Weymouthq for exampleg the 

cpmmercialisation of the front only began after 19009 while 

at Margate the commercialisatien of Marine Terrace (today the 

main area of seasonal trading) commenced in 1903 (and was 

practically complete by IqIJ+). A photograph of the 1890s 

shows that the present forecourt trading area of Blackpool's 

"Golden Mile" was then still residential, except for Read's 

Baths. The purpose-built shops of the remaining part of 

the Golden Milet howeverg were functioning as such back in 
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the I860s (the evidence for this again based on photographs). 

At Rhylq frontal trading has rapidly expanded in this 

century* In 191)+, its length was NO yards, in 1935, 

285 yards and in 1957,400 yards, In contrast, the 

expansion of frontal trading at Southend over the last sixty 

years has been comparatively slight2 if the opening of the 

KursaiLl in 1901 be excluded* 

At Paignton2 seasonal trading is almost absent from the 

frontq except for a slight concentration about the pier 

entranceg and is found, instead, in the main access street 
-f oikR)Rl ROAD 

to the f ront , Ilotdria sfrA4it, One Possible explanation 

of this is the existence at this resort of a large frontal 

open space., A frontal open space has a very high amenity 

value., This gives the controlling authority a strong 

incentive to maintain such amenity value by preventing the 

development Of seasonal trading along the inner edge of the 

space. Secondly, the existence of this space means that the 

frontal building strip, ie. the potential seasonal trading 

areaq is separated from the main flow of visitors (especially 

day trippers) which is along the promenade adjacent to the 

beach* As main visitor flow and seasonal trading development 

are closely linkedq the possibility of the commercialisation 

of the building strip is thereby greatly reduced. The 

separation of this strip from the promenade and beach also 

means that the amenity enjoyed by the strip is not diminished 
flow 

by proximity tp main visitor folu There is not the 
tendency for the sensitive residential function to be driven 
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out, and to be replaced by less Sensitive trading. (This 

type of factor is also referred to on Pages 

resorts with frontal open spaceg the development of 

seasonal trading is not, therefore, likely along the strip of 

frontal building. Nor is it likely along the outer edge of 

the open space (adjacent to the main Visitor flow) as it is 

neither desirable here nor (probably) legally possible. 

Instead, any seasonal trading is forced to exploit main visitor 

flow in one of the access streets to the front - as at 

Paignton. Such reasoning is confirmed by other resorts with 

a large frontal open space, At Littlehamptong seasonal 

trading is absent from the frontal building strip, and is found 

along the main access road from the station and core to the 

frontal area (Fig, 85), At Southseaq frontal trading is 

only found where the frontal building strip flanks the beach, 

yet there is a markedlinland' concentration of seasonal shops, 

(adjacent to the site of a former railway station, and at the 

junction of the main access road from Fratton Station and the 

main acess road from Portsmouth). 

Although frontal commerce has greatly expanded in the 

present century, and in some resorts was Sontinuing to do so 

for several years after the second world war Qj, tj its 

further expansion is unlikely, In most resorts, the planning 

authorities, have not allocated additional space for such 

expansiong e. ge at Blackpool, Brightong Southend) Margatel 

MoreCambel Rhyl and Weymouth. Most authorities regard any 
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further lateral expansion of frontal trading as highly 

undesirable. This does not meang however, that the internal 

re-organisation and expansion by vertical growth of present 

trading areas will not take place, At Great Yarmoutho 

incidentally, ij- an additional frontal area has been reserved 

in which the council is prepared to consider applications 

for the establishment of further trading properties. 
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CHAPTER I 

HOLIDAY ACCOLILOD-ATION 

All towns possess accomodation for the reception of 

visitors, but it is only in resorts (coasial and inland), 

and in great cities and/or univei-sity towns, that the amount 

of accom. odation is large enough to warrant special study. 

In this chapter, several aspects of holiday accommodation 

in seaside resorts are considered. TheSe are: 

1. Historical develOpLient and present-day trends. 

2. The mapping of accommodation. 

3- Accommodation distribution patterns. 

It is first -necessary, however, to list the varying forms 

of accommodation. The most satisfactory criteriocl for this 

is the completeness of service given. This permits the 

recognition of the following: 

Increasing 
completeness 
of service. 

Hotels (licenced and unlicenced). 

Holiday Homes. 

Guest Houses and Boarding Houses. 

"Bed and Breakfast (11B. and B. ") (with/ 
without Evening Meal). 

Apartments. 

Holiday Flatsp (or Flatlets), Holiday 
Bungalows, Furnished Accomwodation. 

(To this last grouP can be added the 
caravans and chalets of holiday camps6) 

No doubtq subtle distinction could be Inade between 3 uesý 
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house and boarding house. The two terms are used so 

looselyq howeverg that separate treatment seems pointless. 

"Apartments" are rooms let for a week or more in which the 

landlady's only function is to cook the food brought by the 

occupying family, and probably to control the front door. 

The last type of accommodation, holiday flats, etc., is self- 

contained accommodation in which the visitor has complete 

freedom. 

If completeness of service were the only factor operative 

in the location of accoimaodationg a simple zoning pattern 

would result in which establishments giving the most 

complete service were nearest the front. It would result 

because the owner of frontal land wants the highest return 

for his land. He realises that the profit percentage in 

properties providing visitor accommodation increases with 

completeness of serviceg and that the nearer these properties 

to the front the more complete the service that can be 

successfully offered. Add to this the amenity value of 

frontal and near-frontal location, and it is easy to under- 

stand why land values rapidly increase towards the front. 

Thus plots of land along the fro-at comma-ad especially high 
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prices, and are likely to be taken up by establishments 

which can (a) afford to buy or rent these plotsp and (b) make 

the most of such plots by offering a complete service. In 

other wordsp hotels. 

Just as, in theoryp the intensity of letting activities 

increases towards the front, so this intensity should also 

increase towards the "core" area. Not Only are shops and 

some entertainments concentrated in the "core" but many 

resort amenities are likely to be located along the frontal 

strip adjacent to the "core". The probable location of 

bus and rail termini in the "core" is another factor. 

The accommodation area, therefore would be evenly situated 

about the "core". (Fig-55). In many resortsv however, 

such ideal accommodation patterns are not foundt as some of 

the subsequent maps show. 

Historical Development 

Holiday accommodationg in its adjustments to new ways 

of living and new forms of holiday making, provides a story 

of continuous change. To add to the COMplexity of its study, 

the sequence of change is not necessarily the same for each 

resort, nor is the phasi'ng of these changes. The table 
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overleaf gives the types of accommodation, and -their origins, 

found in a typical resort. 

For resorts with an important pre-existinZ settlement, 

there are often references to ei_,,, hteenth century visitors 

staying in fishermens' cottages. The Reverend Clarke', letter 

from Brighton in 1736 is one such reference, (1D. 6) and this 

phase no doubt occurred at Scarborough, Margate and Ramsgate, 

1: Exmouthq Tenbyj ', ýeymouth, Hastings and other resorts. A 

similar phase possibly occurred much later in a few resorts, 

for at Sheringham, where resort buildin,. - began about 1880, 

the author was told by a local historian that his grandmother 

could recall the time members of the aristocracy stayed at 

her humble fishing cottage. 

This initial phase was soon to --ive way to true resort C_ý 

expansion, the building of accommodation for the wealthier 

clasýý-, es - either seaside villas or terrace apartments, 

owned or rented and occupied by the visitor who often stayed 

for the "season". 'vlith the development of the railways, 

the granting of longer holidays and increased wages (to name 

but a few factors), the seaside cult rapidly spread through 

the lower socio-economic strata. As a result, the latter 

half of the nineteenth century witnessed the gradual break- 

up of the original "watering place" phase, and the emergence 

of what has now come to be regarded as the traditional form 

of holiday making - the weekly or fortnightly stay at hotels, 
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boarding housesq apartments and 11B. and B. " establishments. 

Of course, these changes were not so spectacular as 

might appear from what has just been said. The railway 

would not necessarily come right to the resort in one "go", 

but might stop, or pass, several miles away, causing the 

remainder of the journey to be made by coach, and sometimes 

cart. 
(') The original form of holiday making did not 

immediately disappearg but declined as the new form grew in 

importance. 
(2) 

In resorts which developed before the growth of this latýer 

"pleasure resort" phase, the old forms of accommodation were 

eventually converted into hotels and boarding housesý and 

added to by purpose-built establishments. In other 

resorts whose beginning, or main expansionwas contemporary 

with this phase - e. g. Blackpoolt Morecambet Skegnessp 

Littlehampton and Southend - the required new forms of 

accommodation were purpose-built. The significance of 

Examples of this are Clactong Cleethorpest Llandudno, 
Exmouthq Herne Bay, Bournemouth and Littlehampton. 

(2) In one or two siuall yachting anchorages in the Isle of 
Wightq something of the old "watering place" phase 
still persists. Houses are rented for the seasonp, 
sometimes by members of the nobilityq and a very 
fashionable social life revolves around the yacht club 
houses. 
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this distinction in the distribution of accommodation 

will be seen later (P. 181 ). 

One of tne outstanding features of the latter half of the 

nineteenth century was the building of enormous hotels piles 

which represent not only the great wealth of this period 

but also its great faith in the future of the holiday 

industry. Many of these hotels were built in anticipation 

of, rather than the response to, public demand. In fact, 

in some resortsq e. g. Saltburn, Colwyn Bay, Sheringham 

and St. Annesq the provision of a large hotel, invariably 

coupled with the coming of the railway, was the first step 

in the resort's growth. 

The oldest of these hotel piles must be the North Euston 

Hotelp Fleetwoodg built in the 1840s. Its first phase as 

a hotel was relatively short owing to the failure of 

Fleetwood to retain its initial popularity, and in 1863, 

the hotel was taken over by the Military. Its later re- 

opening was probably due more to the town's development as 

a port than its revival as a resort. Other early hotel 

piles include the "Grand", Scarboroughp built in the 1850s 

and the 11Zetland119 Saltburn, and the Ilfracombe", 

Ilfracombe, built in the 1860s. Part of the "Ilfracombe" 

was acquired by the council in the 1920s, the remainder in 

1945. Today, part of this building is the "town hallA, 

its laundry room is the town museumq its library the coffee 
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lounge, its lower floor the "Holiday Inn"(') and its lawn 
. 

a putting green. Many of its rooms remain unusedq however. 

Very different, at least in style, are the late 

victoria-n/Edwardian hotels, characteristically built of 

red/brown brick with pink terra cotta trim. Many of these 

hotels were built by one of two large hotel syndicates, the 

Gordon syndicate and the Frederick syndicate. These hotels 

are so common that there is no need to cite examples. In 

some resortsq for instancet Sherin. -g:, hamg Southend and 

Birkdalet one such hotel dominates the front. A specialised 

type of late nineteenth century hotel was the "hydro" -a 

large hotel specialising in hydrotherapyv e., Z. the "Norbreck", 

Blackpool and the neighbouring "Cleveley'19 and the "Crai6sidellg 

Liandudno. The first and last still function as hotels. 

Another distinct phase of hotel building occurred in the 

inter-War period and is well represented at Morecambe, 

BlackpOO19 Skegness and Whitby 

The recognition of purpose-built boarding houses is less 

si. mpleg andq indeedý many terraces and semi-detached hoiises, 

known to have been bixilt as holiday accommodation in the latter u 

part of tile nineteenth century, differ little if at all 

from i-niand forms built for private residential use. Much of 

such building ajj. týears to be of general purpose type -a 

house which could be used as a private house, apartments 

(for visitors or for residents), boarding house or furnished 

(1) A Public House and Dance Hall. 
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accommodation. The absence of la, rge rooms to serve as 

communal dining rooms and lounges, though now remedied 

by the demolition of a partition wallp suggests that much 

of this building was intended to serve as apartments rather 

than a boarding house, even in the more popular resorts. 

Because of the tremendous increase since 1945 of new 

forms of holiday accommodbtion (especially holiday camps, 

caravan camps and holiday flatlets), the hotelp boarding 

house and 11B. and B. " suite of accommodation is usually 

referred to as the traditional form. 
-But, 

in fact, ýhis 

suite shows some marked contrasts with that of pre-war timest 

particularly in the past importance of apartments. The 

pre-war distribution of apartments was not even, howeverg 

for they tended to be more popular in northern resorts - 

though any such regional pattern would be locally, modified 

by difference in the social "tone" of resorts. 

In an attempt to deterlaine the relative importance of 

apartments todayq the accommodation advertisgements of resort 

guides were examined. This is unsatisfactory, however, 

because apartments are usually provided by the small house, 

often offering 11B. and B. " as an alternative, whose 

representation in guides varies greatly. The examination 
f-hCJ 

did suggestv thoughp 
A 
the pre-war contrast between north and 

south still remains, as some northern resorts have a few 

apartments while the southern resorts have virtually none. 

In a few resorts, for example ', Aleston super Mare and 
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Bridlinatong some of the apartments are available only for 

the early or late part of the season. This indicates that 

the apartment is less profitable than the "B. and A. ", and, 

no doubt, helps to explain the decline of the former. 

The L'reat decline in the -number of apartments isq indeed, 

a fea-, uure of the post-war holiday scene. Another feature 

is the growth of the holiday flatlet. At the moment this 

new form is in its infancy, but there is every reason to 

believe that it will steadily grow in importance. Its 

development has been most marked in Rhyl, where it forms an 

important, thouLh still subsidiary, element in the accommo- 

datiOn str,,, cture. Other resorts where the holiday flatlet 

is o-L, some sil, -_-'nificance are Herne i3ay, Fleetwood, Clacton, 

Mablethorpe, Llandudno, Skegness , iiid TILOrP. cambe.. Its 

association witil-i -týie "popular" resort should be noted. 

Yext to a hotel, the holiday flatlet is probably the most 

profitable form of accommodation. 

An older accommodation form is the seaside bungalow built 

initially as a seasonal or weekend residence - -the twentieth 

centurY counterpart of the seaside villa of the eighteenth and 

nineteenth century. It is particularly common at Herne Bay 

Studd LFiill), Exmouth (the Dock area) and Clacton (Jaywick). 

Unfortunately many of these bungalows, often of temporary 

constructiong have become permanently occupiedq thouGh the 

owner might "let" the bungalow during the summer. 



Plate XXVI - Rungplow characteristic of 
Mablethorpe and Sutton. 
It is qui. te likely that in 
summer the family live in the 
garage adjacent to the house, 
the house being let as 
Ifurnished accommodation'. 



168 

At Mablethorpe ,a town with a greater proportion of 

bungalows than any other resort, many bungalows, built as 

seasonal residences or permanent residences, are "let" as 

furnished accommodation thbughout the season. 
(')Some 

of 

the owners move into caravans while their bungalow is 11let"q 

but others simply move into the garage adjoining the house; 
PJO. ra AX I V. 

in several streetsl garages are seen to have curtains. 

This is a striking example of the town's dependence upon 

the holiday industryq having no ot her industry and no large 

nearby towns which to serve as a dormitory; nor is its 

east coast location favourable to retirment. The local 

council is fully aware of this garage habitation and of its 

undesirabilityt butq as one official pointed out, it would 

be very difficult to stamp out. For many people, moreoverp 

this "letting" is the only source of income. The bungalow 

is too small to function as a boarding house and, so, has 

to be used as furnished accommodation, with the above 

results* If such "letting" were stamped out, the prosperity 

of the towng and the ease of its government, would be 

adversely affected; this also applies to resorts where 

council house "letting" is important. (P. 169). 

Incidentally, the proportion of apartments in Mablethorpe is 

(1) This large number of bungalows results in part from the 
clearance, in the inter-war period, of residential 
caravan camps (mainly for health reasons)q and the 
rehousing of people thus displaced. 
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probably the highest for any resort, again a reflection 

of the large number of small bungalows. 

In many resorts, council housing estates occupy a large 

proportion of the built-up area. If reasonably close to 

the sea, for instance, within three quarters of a mile, 

these estates must be considered as potential 11B. and B. " 

areas., Although in most resorts council house tenants are 

forbidden to take in paying guestsp mch activity is likely 

to be quite strongly developed in the better placed housing 

estates - though on a very unofficial and "hush-hush" basis. 

There is rarely any visible evidence of "letting'19 and most 

of the visitors staying in these houses come through 

personal recommendation. It would appear that the councils 

turn a blind eye to this "letting" - unless carried out in a 

flagrant manner - a_; ain not wanting to "cut their own throat". 

At NeWqUay9 however, the council has adopted a more realistic 

attitude by sanctioning such "letting" upon payment of an 

additional rent. This seems to be the most sensible thing 

to do in resorts whose sole source of income is the holiday 

industry. 

It is generally believed today that the amount of 

"traditional" type accommodationt hotels especially and 

boarding houses, is smaller now then in pre-war times, this 

being due to the increase in new forms of accomodation. 

To see if this was so, a comparison was made between the 

amoun-tUs of frontal accommodation listed in a pre-war and 
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post-war directory for twelve resorts. The method of 

"scoring". is shown below: 

DescriDtion Score 

Osborne Hotel 1 Unit 
Grand Hotel, Nos. 9-14 6 Units 
Mrs. Williamsp No-15 

Boarding House 1 Unit 

For the following resorts no significant change was found 

in the amounts of accommodation: Eastbourne, Worthing, 

Bournemouthq Ideymouth, Paigntong Scarborough and Torquay. 

A co:, ii. qon internal changeg howeverg was consolidation, the 

amalgation of two or more originally separate accommodation 

establishments to form one large hotel. 

The results for Scarborough are of particular interest. 

This resort has three main hotel and boarding house areasp 

one focusing on North Bay, one focusing on South Bay, and 

one slightly inland (Fig. 61). The North Bay area showed 

no change (44 to 43)v the South Bay area a decline (60 to 51), 

at least along t, -. e frontq and the inland area an increase 

(17 to 21). The comparison for Weymouth, incidentally, 

showed a marked increase in frontal holiday shops: 
Cafes Amusement Arcades 

1939 12 2 
1955 18 5 

The results for Folkestone (91 to 75), Southsea and 

Brighton, however, revealed a marked decrease in accommo- 

dation since the war. This was due to flat conversion 

at Folkestoneý flato municipal office and military hostel 
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conversion at Southsea and shopq office and institution 

conversion at Brighton. A small decrease was also found 

at Southend. 

Great Yarmouth, on the other hand, showed an increase 

in frontal accommodation, especially on the northern side 

of the frontal trading area. A considerable increase in 

holiday shops was also revealedq some of them taking over 

hotels and boarding houses. 

The above examples suggest that no generalisations can 

be made. Even if it can be shown that the number of 

hotels is less, this does not necessarily mean that hotel 

capacity has decreased. Many hotels have increased their 

capacity by building extra storeysp or by adding new 

buildings to their sides. 

In some resortst however, even the most casual survey 

cannot fail to note a marked decrease in hotel accommodationg 

and this was most evident in some East Anglia resorts, 

e. g. Felixstowe, Cromer and Sheringham. 

On the whole the very large Late Victorian hotel pile 

has been the first to go. Yet, as has already been 

mentionedg an outstanding feature of pocA-war development 

has been integration an,! consolidationg the production of 

bigger hotels - this trendp incidentally, producing some 

remarkable "architectural" forms. 

This increasing integration of hotels is typical of the 

expanding basis of the holiday industry (P. ý27). It reaches 
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an extreiae form in Margate where four adjacent hotel 

blocks, stretching for four hundred yards alonLý the top of the 

cliffs, have been bought by "Butlins" and converted into a 

hotel holiday camp; four hundred yards of brilliant blue 

and yellow paint. To some observers this intrusion of the 

holiday camp into the heart of a resort dramatically heralds 

the replacement of the traditional form of holiday accommo- 

dation by new forms, and certainly there is every reason to 

believe that the Margate experiment will be repeated in 

other popular resorts, perhaps Rhyl, Skegness, Scarborottgh 

or NewquaWY- 

The "traditional" form is unlikely to disappear, however. 

Its 6rreat strength, thouen also its weakness, is the intimate 

bond between guest and landladyg a bond produced often 

through many years of return visitsp a personal relationship 

lacking in the holiday camp. The holiday campq moreoverf 

is still a novelty, and still has to be tested by time. it 

cannot be assumed that the attraction of slick organisation 

will continue its present popularity. 

The J. -lapping of Accommodation. 

The task of constructing maps to show the distribution 

of accommodation types consists of two parts, the obtaining 

of the data (giving both "status" and "address") and its 

actual Plotting- Accommodation data can be obtained front 

the following sources: 
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N Accommodation Registers. 
b Valuation Lists. 
cý Detailed street directories. 
d Personal survey. 

Accomm. o('lation registers are either included in the holiday 

"guide", or published separately. Their main disadvantages 

are incompletenessq and variation in completeness and form 

of presentation from one resort to another. Some large 

hotels, with national reputations, may not need to advertise, 

though, few in number, these are easily located in other 

ways. More troublesome are "bed and breakfasts" and smaller 

boarding houses which dispense with guide advertisement, and$ 

insteadq rely upon highly effective personal recommendation 

to attract trade. A large number of these establishments, 

moreover, are 'not rated as accommodation, and do not wish, 

therefore, to advertise their status to valuation officers 

whose first source of information may be the guide. 

Instead, they migght advertise in other publicationsp the 

: British Railways Guide being especially popular. Thus, 

incomplete guide coverage is more marked in the representation 

of these "lower" forms of accommodation then in any other. 

Valuation listsq held by all local authorities, show the 

rateable values and addresses of all accommodation rates as 

such. In theory, at least, the great advantage of this source 

is uniformity between resorts. It also allows the deter- 

jnination of acconuuodation "types" on a statistical basis. 

A further advantage is that this data can be used to 
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determine the accommodation structure of resorts (P. Iqg). 

Unfortunately, thouCh coverage of the more important letting 

establishments is complete, this is not so for the smaller 

boarding houses and "bed and breakfasts" - many of which are 

rated and described as private houses. In this respect, 

the shortcomings of the valuation list resemble those of 

the accommodation register. 

The same drawback attends the use of detailed street 

directories. Also, in such directories - which do not 

exist for every resort - the only indication of accommodation 

type is in the often misleading self-styled designations of 

the letting establishments. 

In the preparation of a 2511 Land-use survey (a visual 

survey), Town Planning authorities are required to 

distinL-aish between private houses (pink) and flats, hotels 

and boarding houses (brown). Unfortunately they are not 

required to distinguish flats from hotels, etc-9 and only 

for one or two resorts has this been done. 

The great advantage of the personal survey is its 

thoroughness. During the holiday season, it should be 

possible to locate the majority of "bed and breakfasts" and 

smaller boarding houses whose presence would not be revealed 

by other methods. Signs in windows, tables laid for meals 

in front rooms - with table napkins prominent - large house 

names, freshly painted fronts - especially if red, blue. - 



175 

or yellow - dressing tables at ground floor levelp the 

grouping of several cars - all these prove, or suggest, 

letting activities. Of course, the establishments can be 

plotted on a map at the same time, while other details can 

be notedq e. g. the form and age of the buildings. The 

disadvantages arej (a) the great amount of time and physical 

effort involvedq especially if carried, out by one person, 

(b) the need for such surveys to be carried out in the summer, 

and (c) the problem of determining "status". 

The three methods of plotting accommodation data are: 

(a) Street directories. 

(b) 5011/25" C. S. maps giving house numbersq and other 
mapsq held by Borough Surveyorsq or estate offices, 
upon which house numbers have been inserted. 

(c) Personal survey. 

If the scale of the base map is sufficiently smallp 

e. g. 611 to 1 mile, mapping by directory is a very satisfactory 

method- This was done for the ratedv i. e. official 

accommodation of Scarborough. When the resultant map was 

compared with a visual survey of accommodation made by the 

Town Planning authorityg the degree of co-incidence was most 

gratifying. Directories were also used to plot accommodation 

at Blackpool, Morecambe and Southend. 

Large scale maps showing house numbers allow the 

com. pletely accurate plotting of accominodation, and were used 

for Southport and Lytham St. Annes. Unfortunatelyq few 

resorts possess maps of this sort. 
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Personal survey was the method usually employedo not 

necessarily because it was the best, but because it also 

allowed other inform tion to be collected. 

The ideal method of constructing an accommodation 

distribution map is probably as follows. First plot by 

personal survey or by directory the official (rated) 

acconmodation. Secondly, determine obvious non-letting 

residential areas. 
. (These 

are usually the better-class areas 

whose extent can be determined either by personal surveyq or 

by marking on the map private houses with a R. V. of) Z40. 

occasionally, an absence of letting activities over a 

restricted area can be caused by the lowly nature of the 

houses. (P-194 ). ) 
The remaining area - between the official 

accommodation area and the non-letting areas - is best 

regarded as a potential "bed and breakfast" area. Personal 

surveyq and the accommodation registert reveal some "B. and 

B. s", but what proportion of the total 11B. and B. " activities 

of the area these representg cannot be deduced - though, 

of courseq a decrease in letting intensity away from the "core",, 

is to be expected. 

Throughout this section has been the constant problem of 

"unofficial" acco=dodation. In some private houses, this 

is clearly on a commercial basis, while in others it takes 

the form of entertaining friends and relatives. During 

tl,, e holiday season, most houses are likely to contribute to 

the visitor population in one way or another. it is 
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possible that a detailed comparison of 'non-season/season 

milk consumi, -Ition by streets, and perhaps by individual 

houses and letting establishments, would provide valuable 

information on both the extent and amount of visitors 
h 

reception and allow comparisons between resorts. The rythm 
A 

of the holiday season could also be determined by keeping a 

daily record for selected streets. This type of project is 

especially suitable for team research, perhaps one member 

of the teari per milk round. Possibly the necessary inform- 

ation could be obtained from milk sale records. 

. Accommodation Distribution Patterns. 

Reference has been made to the theoretical zoning and 

location of holiday accommodation. (Fig-55). In this 

section, the accommodation distribution patterns of several 

resorts are examined to determine the extent to w1aich the 

above zoning is developed and the factors causing its modifi- 

cation. This examination is made within the framework of a 

threefold division based on the relative areal extent of 

holiday accommodation to built-up area. The divisions are: 

Group A. Resorts whose accommodation area occupies a large 
part of the built-up area. 

Group B. i', esorts with a we. -JI-1 develop, d accommodation area, 
but with private residential tracts also well 
represented. 

Group C. E, esorts with a poorly developed accommodation area. 

Resorts of Group A. are those most dependent upon the 
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holiday industry, and five examples are now considered: - 

Sandowný Shanklin, Ventnor, Newcpay and Skegness. 

The mapping of accommodation at Sandown was done by 

personal survey during the holiday season, and the determina- 

tion of "type" was based on the establishment's own 

designation (plus personal judgement). The resultant 

pattern (Fi, 
--. 56) shows that although there is a well 

developed frontal hotel zone, the remaining accommodation 

must be related to the suitability of former private houses 

for conversion into hotelsq etc. Only in this way can 

inland hotel development, especially along the Broadwayý 

be explained. 

. At Shanklin, however, the acconLaodation pattern (Fig-57) 

shows some degree of zoning parallel to the coast. Two 

reasons help to explain this contrast with Sandown. 

First, an inland "valley" rouL_-, hly parallel to the coast at 

Shankling has attracted the more humble forms of residential 

development - the small boarding houses and 11B. and B-s" - 

while the higher land between it and the coast has attracted 

good-class villa developmentq these villas later being 

converted into hotels. The second reason, overlapping the 

first, is the control exercised over the town's growth by 

the White-Popham estate. The development policy of this 

estate was undoubtedly influenced by both topography and the 

desire to have the best houses nearest the front. Like 

Sandown, however, Shanklin also has an inland hotel areag 
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though verýr small, in the vicinity of Victoria Avenue - an 

originally high class, some'ýhat secluded villa areaq 

located in a very delightful valley. (Fig-579 VA). it 

might be noted that the existence of a well developed cliff- 

line allows the development of a double row of hotels. 

This feature is occasionally found in other resortsq for 

example, Filey. 

The accormuodation map for Newquay (Fig. 58), based on 

rateable values and personal surveyq reveals three hotel 

areas; a coastal belt, an inland belt along Mount Wize, 

and a detached area at East Pentire. An outstanding feature 

of the first area is the great purpose-built pre-1914 hotel 

piles which command magnificent views of the coast. The 

inland belt occurs just below the crest of an east - west 

ridge, and several of its hotels also have excellent views 

owing to their elevated position. The form of Newquay in 

1914 (Fig-58)ý suggests that this belt was developed as a 

secondary "ai: ienity exploiting" area - the primary area being 

along the cliff-top - whose significance was expressed in 

larger houses suitable for conversion into hotels. Building 

here was also facilitated by a pre-existing, now the Mount 

Wize, road. The East Pentire area is almost separated from 

t Uhe main built-up areaq and its hotels enjoy the amenity of 

either the coast to the northq or the wooded and aAractive 

slopes of the Gannel estuary to the south. The boarding 
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houses are closely associated with the hotels. 

"B. and B. s" abound, but are significantly absent in the 
LA 

ýast Pentire area, and A 
tkie good class residential areas of 

the Treunance Valley and part of the recent expansion on the 

east side of the town. 

The accommodation pattern at Skegness (Fig-59) shows 

only those hotels and boarding houses rated as such, i. e. 

the official accommodation area. Unlike the above examples, 

this pattern reveals more or less ideal zoningg the hotelst 

many of them purpose-built, being mainly restricted to the 

front. In contrast to most resortsq Skegness has,, in the 

Firbeck Avenue and Sandy Avenue area, several purpose-built 

boarding houses of inter-war age. 

In Sandown, Shanklin and Ventnorv a greater part of the 

official accommodationg especially hotelsq was not built as 

such but was converted from private residential properties. 

As a resultq the accommodation pattern has been greatly 

influenced by the distribution of buildings suitable for 

such conversion. This fact is of fundamental importance, 

and to be properly appreciated the changing basis of the 

resort and of holiday making must now be considered. 

In many resorts, early building activities were not 

concerned with the provision of hotels and boarding houses, 

but of villas, etc., built as seasonal seaside residences 

for the wealthier classes who would either own or rent these 

buildings. During the 'season' - not necessarily the summer 
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season - the villa would serve as, aric! in fact be, a "home 

froLi home"q complete with servants. Althoubrh "accomli. odation" 

in a very specialised sense, this form of buildin6 could be 

regarded as private residential development. As siAch, it 

was not tied to the front - time was unimportant - and, 

insteadq might occur in almost any area suitableg or wiich 

could be made suitable, for fashionable residential develop- 

iaent - This be, and often was, on the coastg but it 

could also be inland, exploiting hill sides commandin-fine CD 

views (not necessarily of the sea) or perhaps in a secluded 

wooded valley (PZZ 

If an early watering place acquired a reputation for a 

highly beneficial climateg the incentive for seasonal residence 

was particularly strong. This was especially true of water- 

ing places that could boast an equable climate to which one 

could flee from the rigours of an Linglish winter without 

stranding oneself socially. Indeed, a number of nineteenth 

centurY watering places enjoyed a high reputation as 

winter resorts9 e. g. Torquayq Bournemouth and Ventnor. 

Early growth at Vent-nor was primarily villa development. 

.A steep seaward slope, broken into a complex of ledges and 

gulleys by in-tense land slippingg provided numerous ideal 

sites for these villas. Some were perched on ledges high 

up the seaward slope and with magnificent coastal viewst 

others preferred the topographic seclusion of the valleys - 

emphasised by lush tree growtht either pre-existent or the 
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result of deliberate I)lanting in the moulding of a 

fashionable residential area. The present irregular 

, jistribution of hotels and boarding houses is founded upon 

that initisl villa phase. 

Other resorts (not 'necessarily of Group A. ) with an 

irregular distribution of hotels and boarding houses 

related to the distribution of former private houses - s-ome 

of the later ones built as permanent seaside resideiices - 

include -Admou-uh, Cromer, Ilfracombe, 14inchead and Llandudno 

(the Church ", ý, ýalks area) . 

In the second half of the nineteenth century, the basis of 

holiday-makinzý. - commenced a transformation which resulted in 

the evolution of the "traditional" holiday form - the 

visitor stayinE, one or two wee'rI-s in a hotel or boarding 

house. Time was now importantq and hotels and boarding 

houses built as such during this period were likely to be 

tied to the front. The more recent the growth of a resort, 
4 

the greater the proportion of purpose-built hotels and board- 

inL,, houses and the greater the amount of accommodation 

complying with the theoretical zoning pattern. Skegness, 

whose L? Towth began in the 1880s, was developed from the 

start as a hotel anrd boarding house resort. The siting of 

its accommodation, was, thereforeq determined by proximity 

to the front. 

Unfortunately7 this simple distinction, between early 



183 

villas (and also terraces) no-U- tied to the front which were 

later converted into hotels and boarding housesq and hotels 

, And boarding houses built Lis such and tied to the frontq is U 

greatly modified, and in two ways. First, thellchange- 

over" was gradual, and the two forms would exist side by side 

for many decades, though one growing, the other declining. 

Secondlyq arid more important, the timing of the "villa" and 

"hotel and boarding house" phasesq and the existence of 

a villa phase, would depend on the recency of the resort's 

growth and the nature of that growth. For instance, while 

in the 1880 1 s, Shanklin, L)andown and Ventnor were in the 

L, iidst of the "villa" phas, - ,, other resorts of lower social 

toneq for example, Blackpoolq Morecambe and Skegness, were 

commencing tne purpose-built "hotel and boarding house" 

phase. As late as 1900., the resorts of highly fashionable 

11poppyland"q Sheringhamq Overstrand and Sid, ýýstrand, were 

experiencing "villa" growth, as was Cromer - though in both 

Sheringham and Cromer the purpose-built "hotel and boarding 

house" phase was also well represented (on their V'est Cliffs) 

during this period. 

Group B Resorts: The most typical resort is that in which 

both Lýccommodation and private residential area are well 

represented. -'n interesting resort of this type is 

Eastbourne where the influence of its better-side/poorer- 

side structure is apparentg not only in its "core" but also 
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(1) 
in the distribution of accommodation (Fig. 60). The 

area west of Terminus Road - the most significant line in 

town - is the main hotel areat with hotels not only along 

the front. but also away from the front. The area east 

of Terminus Road is the main boarding house and "B. and B. " 

area in wIiich zoning is quite well developed; it has, 

however, a narrow hotel zone, limited to the frontal strip. 

This hotel strip is backed by a guest-house zoneg which, 

in turnt is backed by an admixture of boarding houses and 

11B. and B. s". On the north side of the railway, a sharp 

rise in social status is responsible for a secondary, 

though lainorg guest house area (whichý if closer to the front 

would probably be a hotel area). On the west side of town', 

the accoimaodation area ends abruptly against the good to 

high-class private residential "Meads" district; on the 

east side, the accommodation area has no well defined 

boundary. 

Much of Eastbourne's growth has been controlled by the 

Dukes of Devonshire, and in order to maintain the private 

residential character of the Meads areaq the present Duke's 

agent has placedt along Grange Road, a limit to the westward 

expansion of "letting" activities. (Fig. 60). This 

introduces a factor of great importance in accommodation 

(1) Based on the Accommodation Register and personal survey. 
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distribution. the influence of estate development arid control. 

This is considered in detail later. 

Other resorts with "better/poorer side structures 

reflected in their accommodation patterns are Colwyn Bay 

(Fig. 45) , Folkestone and "Rhyl. 

There is a very strong, and understiandable, association 

between pre-1914 town areas and accoLuaodation development. 

This association is clearly demonstrated in Morecambe where 

the distribution of accommodation reveals the tripartite 

form of pre-1914 growth - the "Viest End", 'ITAorecambe" and 

"Bare" (Figs-42 & 43). 'Vihy shoul(I this be so? The 

answer lies in a combi-nauion of reasons. _Jirst, as letting 

activities usually increase in intensity towards the "core", 

they are hiost likely in the "inner", and therefore pre-1914 

areas. 'SecoWly, there is a marked contrast between pre and 

post-1914 private houses in their suitability for conversion 

into hotels and boarding housesp the multi-roomed charactar 

of pre-1914 houses being especially favourable to conversion, 

just as it is unfavourable to continued private residential 

use. Thirdly, by 19149 most of the purpose-built accommo- 

dation hA been provided - with a few significant exceptions. 

LastlYq the Post-1914 period has usually seen tLie introduction 

of, or a great increase in, the private residential function 

of resorts, i. e. the building of houses for people not 

concerned with the holiday industryg for example the retired 

and coLuauting elements. 
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Most of the above points apply to Morecambe. Terraced 

blocks of purpose-built boarding houses built before 1914 

are strongly represented, but there is a significant scarcity 

of pre-1914 semi-detached and detached houses, i. e. larger 

houses. This indicates the relative unimportance of the 

private residential function before 1914. In contrast, 

the inter-war and post-war has witnessed the tremendous 

growth of private housing estates, much of it good class, 

related to the present importance of the town as a dormitory 

for Lancaster, and as a place of retirement. 

The promontory form of Scarborough's coast has caused an 

areal duality in resort development(l)which, among other 

featuresq is revealed in the distribution of accommodation 
(Fig. 61). Both North and South Bays have a frontal belt 

of hotels. At South Bay, howeverg the occurrence of large, 

originally private, houses (this is the "better side" of town) 

has allowed inland hotel development. In contrast, tae frontal 

hotel belt of North Bay (the"poorer side"of town) is backed 

by lower-class residential growth unfavourable to hotel 

conversion. This north side also possesses a highly distinc- 

tive hotel area that is between a quarter and a half a mile 

inland from the coast. Most of these hotels were built as 

such in the inter-war period, and their location is no doubt 

related to tae development of the adjacent Peasholme valley 

(1) This must not be confused with duality of resort 
function (P. ý10). 
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- which the hotels overlook - as an area of public ari-ienity 

and recreation. Tenby, also with a promontory coast, shows 

a similar duality in its distribution of accomiodation, 

thou6h on a much smaller scale. 

The accommodation patterns of several of the resorts 

considered above illustrate "irregularities" that often occur. 

There are, however, many resorts whose accoruiodation pattern, 

in its "regularity", is more in accordance with tLe 

t, -eoretical zoning pattern, e. g. Skegness and Morecambe - 

already described - Clacton, Blackpool and Great Yarmouth. 

The distribution of accommodation at Blackpool shows two 

noticeable features. The first is the distinctiveness of 

the frontal strip. Practically all tlie accommodation along 

this strip has a rateable value of ýZ150, 
while practically 

ail tile accommodution behind the front has a R. V. of <Z150- 

alýe Many of these frontal properties not hotels, however, 

but large boarding houses. The second feature is the location 

of the main hotel area along the cliff top north of the core, 

andEspecially north of the Gynn. In resorts with both cliffed 

and non-cliffed -Lronts, the development of the main hotel area 

along the cliffs is characteristic. Other examples of this 

are Southend and Felixstowe. 

The Influence of 1ý -'state Control and Development. 

Estate development and control can greatly influence the 

distribution of accommodation, and estate boundaries often 
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form significant divides in the accommodation pattern - 

especially when they relate to a good class residential area 

whose character as such is being protected from "letting" 

activities. Below, the distribution of accommodation in 

Bournemouth, Llargate, Bognor and Southport is examined with 

reference to estate development. 

The accommodation map for Bournemouth (Fig. 62) is based on 

a visual survey made in 1950 by the Town Planning Department 

to show the extent of hotels and boarding houses. It is 

outstanding for the "gaps", týýe non-"letting" areas, in which 

"letting" activities would be expected. The reasons for 

these gaps become clear if the boundaries of certain estates 

are inserted. Thus in the west, the high-class private 

residential character of the Cooper-Dean estate, an estate 

developed jiftwt about 1900, has been maintained by restrictive 

covenants in the leases against "letting" activities - though 

invasion by institutions, e. g. nursing homes, has already 

begun. The eastern gap coincides with two freehold estates, 

the Portman Estate, and the rather better-claB,, -. Boscombe Manor 

Estate, both mostly of post-1914 agel whose private residential 

character is similarly maintained. 

The development of Bournemouth "estate fashion", and the 

influence of this mode of growth upon the distribution of 

accommodation would make a most rewarding research topic - 

especially as the initial division of the area into "estates" 

dates from the Westover Enclosure Award of 1805. It is true 
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to say that only by reference to this award can the 

accommodation pattern of Bournemouth be properly understood. 

The employment of restrictive covenants in leases, etc-9 

to safeguard the character of a private residential estate 

is a normal procedure. More important is the extent to 

wuich these covenants are maintained 'by the controlling body. 

Laxity in estate control often results in blatant disregard 

of the covenants - the lower the tone of the area the more 

prevalent this is likely to be - just as rigourous control 

e'nsures)as far as is possible, that the covenants are observed. 

Incidentially, the leaseholder can request of the controlling 

body that a covenant be rescinded if changing circumstances 

would appear to render it obsolete. If his request is 

refused he can leZally al)peal acainst the continued maintenance 

of the cove-nant(s). 

In freehold estates, the extent to wLich the restrictive 

covenants are maintained by the estate developers may be 

determined by the completeness of the estatev and the wishes 

of its residents. If part (A) of an estate has been developed 

as a good-class residential area, and the remainder of the 

estate (B) is to be developed in similar fashion, it is 

essential that the initial character of A be safeguarded, by 

the rigourous maintenance of the restrictive covenants ) so that 

the value of buildin6 sites in B will not depreciate. But, 

after B is completed, the estate owners have no further 
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interest in the estate, and their obligation to maintain the 

origin&l covenants will depend on tkie determination of the 

estate residents to preserve tiie estate's character. 

The maintenance of the restrictive covenants in good class 

residential areas does -not necessarily ensure freedom from 

lettint-: 1 activities. It does, however, ensure the outward 

appearance of a private residential area - for instance, by 

preventing notice board advertisement. Because the visual 

character of such an area is maintained, those people seeking 

a good class residential environment - and who will wish to 

preserve its character - are attracted, thus preventing the 

development of widespread letting activities within the estate. 

The accommodation map for Margate (Fig. 63) is also based on 

a survey made by the Town Planning authoritiesp and itq too, 

shows the influence of estate development. As at Bournemouth, 

the outstanding feature is a "gap" between the Margate 

accommodation area and the Westgate accommodation area. The 

apparent absence of letting activities can, in part, be 

explained by the 11infill" nature of the area -a post-1914 

infill between the accommodation area of Margate and the 

independent resort of Westgate; letting activities did not 

"leap frog" westwards over the area and recommence at Westgate. 

The other important factor is estate control. Just before 

the first Viorld War, this area - the Bridewell and Bethlehem 

Hospital Estate - began to be developed as a good-class 



191 

private residential areat though most of the building took 

place in the inter-war periodg and t1lis character has been 

maintained. 

The abrupt eastward termination of the main letting area 

at Margate can also be explained in terms of estate control, 

for hereý tiae New Cliftonville Estate was, from 1913, devel- 

oped as a good-class private residential tract. Although it 

has declined in social status, and probably possesses some 

unofficial "letting"t there is no visible evidence of 

"letting" and the area is essentially an eastward continuation 

of the good-class residential East Margate. In both the 

Bridewell and New Cliftonville Estates the post-1914 age of 

building - contrasting with the pre-1914 accommodation areas - 

makes the areas less suitable for letting activities. 

At Bognort estate development has also influenced the 

accommodation pattern. The 1914 map of Bognor shows an 

undeveloped quadrant, adjacent to the front, on the west side 

of the town. This formed part of the Idanor of Aldwichp and 

was subsequently (i. e. after 1914) developed as a good-class 

private residential estate - except for a couple of purpose- 

built hotels. On the west side of towng therefore, the main 

"letting" area is located behind this estate, i. e. north of 

the Aldwich Road. 

The distinctive features of the distribution of accommo- 

dation at Southport are the interdigitation of hotels and 

bowding houses with private housess and the absence of 
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letting activities in -birkdale 
(11i, ýý-46). iiunriing north 

west to soutýi east throuLrh ti, ie built-up area is a boundary 

wiiich originally separated (a&Anistratively) Birkdale from 

Southport. It is also the northern boundary of the Birkdale 

7, ý state originally owned by the i3lundell family. This 

estate possesses only tvio lettinr establisItuent, 99 a shiall 

hotel near the boundary, and a very large hotel on the front. 

Developed initially as a high class private residential areaq 
CV 

&s 
"tjA 

thim original character has been unintained by rigourous A 

estate control. 

A very different example of the sik7nificance of estate 

boundaries is illustrated in Figure 64 whic'n shows part of 

the poorer eastern side of Eastbourne. Here, an estate 
boundary separates a letting area from one whicht instead of 
being "too good" for letting activities, is too poor. 

So much for private control. Now a brief comient on 
"public" control, the influence of Town Planning upon 

accommodation distribution. Normally, Town Planning 

authorities do not establish definite "letting zones", but 

instead consider each application (to convert a house into a 

-, 
house) hotel or boardincr on its merits. Of COUrsel in doing 

thisq close liason is kept with the relevant estate owners, 

and it is probably true to say that, in trying to maintain 

the private residential cliaracter of areas, the policies 

of estate owner and Town Planning authority coincide. For 
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Blackpool, however, the Town 1? 1ap of the Development Plan 

allocates, for private hotel and boardi-nL., house use, an 

area fronting the Promenade and extending inland roughly 

for a quarter of a mile, though around the "core" the eastern 

limit is pushed inland to three quarters of a mile from the 

front. 

GrOUP C- I'lesorts: These are resorts with a poorly developed 

accommodation area, at least with regards official accommo- 

datiOn- This can be explained in two ways: (a) the 

outstanding importance of the "tripper" element, (b) the 

importance of the residential resort function as opposed to 

the visitor resort function. In some Group C. resorts 

both (a) and (b) occur together, e. g. Southend, Cleetl-lorpes and 

1, Vhitley Bay. These resorts have a strongly developed 

"tripper trade", Southend being linked to the London areaq 

Cleethorpes to the East Midlands and ý- ihitley Bay to the North 

6ast industrial area and Scotlandq and all three are important 

dormitory towns - Southend for Londong Cleethorpes for 

Grimsby and industrial Humberside, and Wlaitley Bay for Tyneside. 

Although official accommodation is poorly represented in these 

resortst "-B. and B. " activities may be considerable; 

certainly Southend and Cleethorpes have an enormous "letting" 

potential in this respect. 

At Southsea, the official accommodation area appears 

disproportionately small when one considers the town's strongly 
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developed holiday resort function. In part, this can be 

explained by the importance of the day tripper, but the main 

reason probably lies in the enormous extent of low-class 

pre-1914 terracing whose 1113. and B. " potential must soak up 

many of the working-class period visitors from the 14idlands - 

especially Birmizigham. The presence of thousands of service- 

men helps to maintain the town's resort activities without 

increasing the amount of accommodation. 

The follow ing table, draw n up from analyses of rateable 

valuesý 1956, shows the rela tive importance of accommodation 

to private ho uses and flats. Though t1ais basis for 

comparison is opeu to critic ism (P-15e)q it does, neverthelessq 

reveal major contrasts. 
TA. 13 LE 5-. 

ACCOM'10DATION 
R. V. 

Newquay L699367 229 
, ýandown/Shanklin 95,670 796 
Skegness 40,053 303 
Ilfracombe 35,075 199 

-Eastbourne 1179654 355 
Bridlington 34,578 369 
1"orecambe 81,960 19130 
Blackpool 535,011 49507 1, 
Scarborough 100,610 754 
Southport 76,769 473 
Bournemouth 536,158 1,661 1. 
Margate 101,661 706 
Southend 29,528 144 1. 
Cleethorpes 

, dhitley bay 89754 49 
Bexh,; 

'L. 
11 2 94 

Worthing 43ý233 114 - 

1 

1 
Herne Bay 

_ __. 
I 6t564 44 ý ý 
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Under certain conditions, the accommodation distribution 

pattern of a resort can closely approach the idealised pattern 

referred to earlier. The most favourable conditions for 

this are relative lateness of main resort expansion (to lessen 

the likelihood of. a villa phase and increase the likelihood 

of purpose-building tied to the front), development as a 

popular resort (for the same reasons), a flat site (to ensure 

that the only main amenity to be exploited is proximity to 

the sea)v unified growth (to ensure that the accommodation area 

forms an unbroken tract about the core) andq provided it does 

not cause the emergence of a better/poorer side structure, 

unified estate control (to ensure that the natural operation 

of the above factors is not disrupted by irregularities 

arising from varied land ownership and development). Skegness 

is one of the few resorts in which all these conditions are 

fulfilled, and whose accommodation pattern closely approaches 

-the ideal - though even here, topography has imposed an 

elongation 0A town and accommodation pattern. 

On the other hand, a well developed, and especially an 

early, villa phaseq irregular topography, a better/poorer side 

structure, vigorous but multiple estate control and non- 

concentric growth can cause an accommodation pattern that can 

only in part, if at all, be reconciled with the ideal pattern. 

In spite of the frequency of such highly irregular patterns, 

no one resort possesses all these features, however. 
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Accolmaodation Structure. 

One of the major problems in the study of a resort is 

the assessn: ient of its socio-economic status as a holidaY 

resort. The ideal solution - to resolve tiae clientele into 

its various socio-economic parts - is not possibleý and, 

instead, indirect methods must be employed. Logically, 

the accom; ýLodation structure of the resort should reflect 

-the socio-economic structure of the clientelet and it is 

this apvroach that is now considered. 

The accommodation structure can be determined from various 

datag e. g. the -number of letting rooms, the services provided, 

even the tariff. Such information can sometimes be obtained 

from an accommodation "register" - published in the holiday 

guide, or kept by the publicity officer - but the completeneBB 

of this information varies greatly. Moreoverg not all 

letting establishments are liatedg (p. 173). For these 

reasonsg and also owing to the shortness of time, rateable 

values werp used. The larger the letting establishment 

in number of letting rooms and services provided - tiie higher 

its rateable value. Also, the larger the establishmentg the 

greater the number of services provided relative to its accommo- 

dation capacityt and the higher the socio-economic group that 

it is likely to serve. Rateable values denote quan-Uityl*but 

also imply quality. 

It might be argued that an accommodation structure based on 

rateable values often reveals the formerg rather than present, 

character of the resort, that large villast built in an early 
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fashionable phase, mi6ht, in a later "popularizing" phase, 

be converted into lowly boarding houses - thout,! h with high 

rateable values. This does happen, but it is more usual for 

such villas to become hotels, and for the former character of 

the resort to thus influence the present character. 

In a few"accomuodatio-n registers", not only are the 

establishments listedt but also their number of letting rooms, 

single and double. Using Torquay's register, which gives 

such information, an analysis was made to reveal the relation- 

ship between rateable values (Revaluation, 1956) and accommo- 

dation capacity. The results of this analysis are shown in 

the fOllOwing ta ble: TASL F- 6 
Groia-ps. f5 p--100, 50 100-1 150-250 250-500 500-1000 1000- 

N7 

-V. Total R 
_ ýv 

q: * -7 
4 50 25ýOK 17686,, ýt 22118-ý, ' let 

Total S-Us 495 1052 2336 418 2273 

IZ. V. Of SPLE E5.1 7.1 7.6 8.5 _ 9.8 

Nos. of Est. 36 60 96 59 32 

SRE. S'i ng1e Letting Room Equivalents, a single room counting a 
doý01. e room as two. 

stablishments foil whichl necessary informat 

Clearly, the more highly rated a propertyý the fewer the letting 

rooms in proportion to the rateable value - this reflecting the 

increase in the number of services provided, lounge, bar, 

recreation roomv etc. The table also offers a possible method 

of determining and comparing the "capacity" of the official 
i. e. rated accommodation in a resort - though other detailed 

analyses would be needed to determine the size of the 
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variation in the Si-nEle Room Unit ratea'ble value for e9ch 
W 

ý--roup. 

Accommodation Structures based on Rateable Values. 

The rateable values of all hotels and boardinE houses 

(rated as such) were obtained for most resorts visited. 

These were the values shovrn on the Revailuation Lists of 1956. 

Since then: 

(a) Amendments have beenmade due to 6rrors in, and 

successful appeals againstg the 1956 assessments. 

(b) Most boarding houses have been reassessed at a lower 

level. 

Lack of s, andardization in valuation is most evident in 

the attitude towards the smaller private house offering "bed 

and breakfast". In some reSOrtB? the valuation officer was 

likely to rate as a boarding house any house which showed 

evidence of letting activitiesq e. g. Southport. In others, 

a more lenient attitude was taken. In an attempt to 

overcome this difficultyq any boarding house with a rateable 

value of 
ýZ50 is ignored in the determination of the tables, 

etc*, below. This figure is chosen because: 

.9 
The results of a similar analysis made for 'Vieston super 
Mare are: 

1 4 
-A-Amn 100 150 0 q DIM 

1 ý wkwlmw A! - 
1 9- . s ,, on oW 
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In most resorts, very few boarding establishments 

hf-ld an R. V. of 
ýZ50- 

A boarding house with an R. V. off c-, ýC50 would, as a 

private house have an R. V. of c..; r, - which means '35-, Z40 

it would be sizeable enough for the valuation officer 

not to overlook unconsciously or ignore deliberately. 

'The rateable values of hotels and boarding houses are 

livided into six groups (Table 7 ). Of these groups, the 

third (Z150-250) is the most sig-nificantg having on its lower 

side properties which are essentially boarding houses, and 

on its upper side properties essentially hotels. The F-150-250 

group itself is intermediate in this respect and cannot be 

safely allotted to either the boarding house or hotel side. 

It was observedq however, that a rateable value of f, 150 

generally formed the divide between the majority of properties 

ca-Iling themselves boarding houses or guest houses, and the 

majority of those calling themselves hotels (private or 

otherwise). Reasonable proof of this was obtained by referring 

Uo the accommodation register for Torquay and to the R. V. / 

Capacity analysis (Table 6. ). 

The accommodation register is divided into sections accord- 

ing to the number of letting rooms (though single and double 

rooms each count as one). First) for two of the lower capacity 

19 

sections the following "designation ratio,, was determined'. 



TABLE 

RV. : C5O-IOO 

7. 

101-150 151-250 251-500 
(f-I 1000 S) 
501-1600 

260 

1001 

Morecambe 61 11 3 4 3 7 

Skegness 17 4 5 3 4 6 

Rhyl 13 3 5 1 4 1 

Bridlington 19 6 3 3 1 x 
Ramsgate 9 5 1 1 2 x 
Whitby 5 3 1 2 1 1 

Torquay 9 14 30 29 27 56 
Eastbourne 3 12 23 15 18 47 

Newq, uay 4 7 9 11 10 26 

Llandudno 3 16 15 11 10 14 

Weston s. Mare 6 6 9 10 7 9 

Sidmouth 1 2 3 3 5 11 

Folkestone 1 8 11 8 10 6 

Bexhill x 3 5 4 4 4 

Hastings 1 7 10 4 7 8 

Southport 17 17 11 3 4 24 

Scarborough 24 21 20 18 16 10 

Gt. Yarmouth 15 10 10 6 5 9 

Margate 26 17 11 13 10 6 

Ilfracombe 6 8 5 7 1+ 5 

Sandown/ 15 14 15 20 15 5 
Shanklin. 
Colwyn Bay 2 5 5 3 3 3 

Weymouth 6 3 5 1+ 5 1+ 

Lytham St Annes 11 4 7 5 3 6 

Blackpool 184 170 1+7 32 17 59 

Bournemouth 1 31 93 89 71 168 
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Hotels Guest Houses Not designated 

10-15 Room Section 107 
(1) 10 23 

9 Room Section 2.5 10 14 

(1) 53 private hotels. 

Clearly, the first section is comprised mostly of hotels, 

and the second of guest houses. The -next step was to 

determine the Single Room equivalent capacity of each section. 

This gave the following set of results: 

Hotel Section - Average of 22.9 SREs per hotel 

Guest House Section - Average of 13 SREs per guest house. 

Lastly from the R. V. /Capacity analysis (Table 6 ), the 

following was deduced: 

. Average No. of SREs for R. V. F-150-250 group - 24.3 

it it to to It R. V. Z50-100 & Z100-150 groups- 16 

By comparing the two sets of results it is seen that a v 

rateable value of E150 forms a reasonably clear division between 

hotels and boardings (by dt ignation). 

To return to Table 71 01-sly those resorts whose 'official" 

accommodation exceeded E15,000 in total rateable value are 

listed. 
(2) 

For these resorts? block graphs are drawn to show 

more clearly their accommodation structure (Fig. 65). Outstanding 

for their amounts of 1-', -V- 
(F, 150 accommodation are Blackpool 

(2) This was done to avoid "irregularities" in structure 
resulting from the limited number of "letting" 
establishments. 
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. Iamsgate, BridlinEton, Rhyll Skegness and Morecambe, and 

for amounts of R. V. >, 
rZ, 250 accommodationg Sidmouth - whose 

structure is unique - Eastbourneg Torquayt Newquayg 13ournemouth 

and Southport. Certain comparisons are of interestt for 

instance, Blackpool and Bournemouth, and liamsgate and Igargate. 

A more revealing structure is obtained by consolidating the 

figures in Table 7. The first two 6rouPS(Z50-100 and 

. 4"100-150) are combined to form the boarding house section, and 

the last three groups E250-500t IF1500-1,000 and Z1,000 plus) 

to form the hotel section. -The remaining L_xoup, f, 150-250, 

because of its transitional natureq is not included in either 

sectioný but constitutes the third section. These three 

sections are listed in Table 8. In this tableg any resort 

whose Column 1 total exceeds the combined totals of Columns 2 

and 3 is designated a Barding House type. (B) If its 

Column 2 total exceeds that of Columns 1 and 3 it is designated 

an Hotel type. (H) If an "overlap" is made by adding Column 3 

to either Column 1 or 2, the resort is "Intermediate". (I) 

The Boarding House types are the , popular" resorts, and all 

have amusement parks. It is significant that Margate, without 

'ýv'estcliff and Birchi-agton, would be a Boarding House type. 

The Hotel types include all those resorts enjoying a national 

reputation for "selectneBS" - this is especially true of 

Bexhillq Sidmouthq Eastbourneg Bournemouth and Torquay. Of 

the eleven Hotel typesq only -three have amusement parks, 
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TABLE j., 
LO-I-50 f. 250 Dluso ; U5I-250 
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TvDe 

Morecambe 72 V+ 3 B 

Skegness 21 12 5 B 

Rhyl 16 6 5 B 

Bridlington 21+ 1+ 3 B 

Ramsgate 13 3 1 B 

Whitby 7 4 1 B 

Torquay 22 111 30 H 

Eastbourne 16 80 23 H 

Newquay 11 1+7 9 H 

Llandudno, 19 36 15 H 

Weston s Mare 1'+ 27 9 H 

Sidmouth 3 18 3 H 

Folkestone 9 24 11 H 

Bexhill 3 12 5 H 

Hastings 8 19 10 H 

Southport 34 31 11 Int. 

Scarborough 46 1+1+ 20 Int. 

Gt. Yarmouth 25 20 10 Int. 

Margate 1+7 35 16 Int. 

Margate (By itsel f) 43 28 11 B 

Ilfracombe 14 15 5 Int. 

Sandown/ 06 40 15 Int. 
Shanklin 
Colwyn Bay 7 9 5 Int. 

Weymouth 9 13 5 Int. 

Lytham St Annes 15 13 7 Int. 

Blackpool 354 108 47 B 

Bournemouth 32 227 93 H 
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Folkestone, Hastings and 'Jeston super Mare. The 

Intermediate types form a less homogeneous groupq and for 

some, the duality in accommodation structure would appear 

to reflect their functional duality. For instance, 

""carborough, Sandown/S-Iliankling Southport and Margate have 

both "Popular" and "select" resort facets; all have 

amusement parks. The three Hotel types with amusement 

parksq Folkestone, Hastings and Weston super Mare, tend 

to have a 11-no-n-specialised" resort function. that ties 

them more to the Intermediate type than to either the 

Boarding house or Hotel type. This is especially true for 

Folkestone. One of the reasons why a few undoubtedly 

"popular" resorts appear as Hotel types is that this 

accommodation structure does not take into account the 

importance of the tripper resort function. 
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